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PUBLIC. 


OUR candour is defired an 
BY the perufal of the following 
a fheets, as they are the pro- 
“ww” duc&t of a genius that has 
long been your delight and entertain- 
ment. It muft be acknowledged that 
a lamp almoft burnt out does not give 
fo fteady and uniform a light, as when 
at 


[uJ 


it blazes in its full vigour ; but yet it is 
well known that, by its wavering, as if 
ftruggling againit its own diffolution, it 


fometimes darts a ray as bright as ever. 


In like manner, a ftrong and hvely ge- 
nius will, in its laft ftruggles, fome-— 


times mount aloft, and throw forth the 


moft ftriking marks of its original 
luftre: 


WHEREVER thefe are to be found, 
do you, the genuine. patrons of extra- 
ordinary capacities, be as liberal in your 
applaufes of him who is now no mare, 
as you were of him whilft he was yet 
amongft you. And, on the other hand, 
if in this little work there (hould appear 
any traces of a weaken’d and decay’d 
life, let your own imaginations place 
before your eyes a true picture, in that 
of a hand trembling in almoft its lateft 
hour, of a body emaciated with pains, 
yet ftruggling for your entertainment ; 
and let this affecting picture open each 
tender heart, and call forth a melting 


tear, to blot out whatever failings may | 


be found in a work begun in pain, and 


finifhed 


ap ee sea - ce ne | ee ee ee el 


[ iti J 
finifhed almoft at the fame period with 
life. 


Ir was thought proper, by the friends 
of the deceafed, that this little piece 
fhould come into your hands as it came 
from the hands of the author ; it being 
judged that you would be better plea- 
fed to have an opportunity of obferv- 
ing the fainteft traces of a genius you 
have long admired, than have it patch’d 
by a different hand ; by which means 
the marks of its true author might have 
been effac'd. | 


TuHaT the fuccefs of this laft written, 
tho’ firft publifhed volume, of the au- 
thor’s pofthumous pieces, may be attend- 
ed with fome convenience to thofe inno 
cents he hath left behind, will, no 
doubt, be a motive to encourage its cir= 
culation through the kingdom, which 
will engage every future genius to ex- 
ert itfelf for your pleafure. | 


THE principles and fpirit which 
breathe in every line of the {mall frag- 
men 


[ iv ] 
ment begun in anfwer to Lord Boling. 
broke will unqueftionably be a fufficient 
apology for its publication, altho’ vital 
ftrength was wanting to finith a work 
fo happily begun and fo well de- 
figned, | 


' 


ve AG 6 u? RR, S 
we . ~ S 
5 5 

SES Ty ¢ 7 

oy cu) 


Linn 
PV od Rar. 
Gey 
ihe Pa] 


Wg Bad & 2 
WIZ az NO 
miro 


o 
ar! 
x 


gE yp _-_ ——o———— eee ee 


THE 


HERE would not, perhaps, be 
amore pleafant, or profitable 
ftudy, among thofe which 

> have their principal end in 
amufement, than that of travels or voy- 
apes, if they were writ, as they might be, 
and ought to be, with a joint view to the 
entertainment and information of man- 
kind. If the converfation of travellers be. 
fo eagerly fought after as it is, we may 
believe their books will be ftill more agree- 
B i able 
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able company, as they will, in general, be 
more inftructive and more entertaining. 


Bur when I fay the converfation of — 
_ travellers is ufually fo welcome, I muft 
be underftood to mean that only of fuch as 
have had good fenie enough to apply their 
peregrinations to a proper ufe, fo as to ac- 
quire from them a real and valuable know- 
ledge of men and things ; both which 
are beft known by comparifon. If the 
cuftoms and manners of men were every 
where the fame, there would be no office 
. fo dull as that of a traveller: for the dif- 
ference of hills, valleys, rivers; in fhort, 
the various views in which we may 
fee the face of the earth, would fcarce af- 
ford him a pleaiure worthy of his labour; — 
and furely it would give him very little 
opportunity of communicating any kind 
of entertainment or improvement to others. 


~ To make a traveller an agreeable com- 
panion to a man of fenfe, it is neceffary, 
not only that he fhould have feen much, but 

~ that he fhould have overlooked much of 
what he hath feen. Nature is not, any more 
than a great geniusy always admirable 
in her productions, and therefore the tra- 
~ veller, who may: be called her- commenta-, 
: tor, 
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tor, fhould not expect to find every where 
{ubjects worthy of his notice. 


Ir is certain, indeed, that one may be 
guilty of omiffion as well as of the oppo- | 
fite extreme : but a fault on that fide will 
be more eafily pardoned, as it is better 
to be hungry than furfeited, and to 
mifs youy deffert at the table of a man 
whofe gardens abound with the choiceft 
fruits, than to have- your tafte affronted 
with every fort of trafh that can be pick’d 


up at the green-ftall, or the wheel- 
barrow. 


Ir we fhould carry on the analogy 
between the traveller and the commenta- 
tor, itis impoffible to keep one’s eye a 
moment off from the laborious much-read 
doctor Zachary Grey, of whofe redund.. 
ant notes. on Hudibras I fhall only fay, 
that it is, I am confident, the fingle 
book extant in which above five hundred 
authors are quoted, nat one of which could 
be found in the collection of the late dec- 
tor Mead. 


As there are few things which a 
traveller is to record, there are fewer on 
which he is to offer his obfervations : this 
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is the office of the reader, and it is fo plea- 
fant a one, that he feldom chufes to have. 
it taken from him, under the pretence of 
lending: him ‘affiftance. Some occafions, 
indeed, there are, when proper obferva- 
tions are pertinent, and others when they 
are neceffary ; but good fenfe alone mutt 
point them out. I fhall lay down only one 
general rule, which I believe to be of uni- 
verfal truth between relator and hearer, 


- as itis between author and reader; this 


is, that the latter never forgive any ob- — 
fervation of the former which doth not 
convey fome knowledge that they are 
fenfible they could not poffibly have at- 
tained of themfelves. 


But all his pains in collecting know- 
ledge, all his judgment in felecting, and all 
his art in communicating it, will not fuffice, 
unlefs he can make himfelf, in fome.de- 
gree, an agreeable, as well as an inftruc- 
tive companion. The higheft inflruction 
we can derive from the tedious tale of 
a dull fellow fcarce ever pays us for our 
attention. There is nothing, I think, half 
fo valuable as knowledge, and yet there 
is nothing which men will give them- 
felves fo little trouble to attain ; unlefs 
-it.be, perhaps, that loweft degree of it 


which 
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which is the object of curiofity, and which 
hath therefore that active paffion conftant- 
ly employed in its fervice. This, indeed, 
it is in the power Of every traveller to gra- 
tify; but ic is the leading principle in 
weak minds only. 


To render his relation agreeable to the 
~ man of fenfe, it is therefore neceflary that 
the voyager fhould poffefs feveral eminent 
and rare talents; fo rare, indeed, that it rs 
almoft wonderful to fee them ever united 
in the fame perfon. , 


Awp if all thefe talents muft concur 
in the relator, they are certainly in a more’ 
eminent degree neceffary to the writer : 
for here the narration admits of higher 
ornaments of ftile, and every fact and 
_ fentiment offers itfelf to the fulleft and 
moft deliberate examination. — 


It would appear therefore, I think, 
fomewhat ftrange, if fuch writers as thefe 
fhould be found extremely common ; fince 
nature hath been a moft parfimonious di- 
_ftributer of her richeft talents, and hath 
feldom beftowed many on the fame per- 
fon. Butonthe other hand, why there 
fhould fcarce exift a fingle writer of this 

| B 3 kind 
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kind worthy our regard ; and whilft there 
is no other branch of hiftory (for this is 
hiftory) which hath not exercifed the 
greate{t pens, why this alone fhould be over- 
looked by all men of great genius and eru- 
dition, and delivered up to the Goths 
and Vandals as their lawful property, is - 
altogether as difficult to determine. 


Anp yet that this is the cafe, with fome 
very few exceptions, is moft mianifeft. 
Of thefe I fthall willingly admit Burnet 
and Addifon; if the former was not 
perhaps to be confidered as a political ef- 
fayift, and the latter as a commentator on 
the claffics, rather than as a writer of tra- 
vels ; which laft title perhaps they would 
‘both of them have been leaft ambitious to 
affect. 


-'Inpeep if thefe two, and two or tees 
more, fhould be removed from the mafs, 
here would remain fuch a heap of dul- 
nefs behind, that the appellation of voy- 
ape-writer would not appear very dé- 
firable. 


Lam not here unapprized that old ia 
mer himfelf is by fome confidered as 
voyage-writer ; and indeed the begining 
_ 7 of © 
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of his Odyffy may be urged to counte- 
nance that opinion, which I fhall noc 
controvert. But whatever {pecies of writ- 
ing the Odyfly is of, it is furely at 
the head of that fpecies, as much as the 
Iliad is of another ; and fo far the excel- 
lent Longinus would allow, I believe, at 
this day, 


Bur, in reality, the Odyffy, the Tele- 
-machus, and all of that kind, are co the 
voyage-writing I here intend, what ro- 
mance is to true hiftory, the former being 
the confounder and corrupter of the latter. I 
am far from fuppofing, that Homer, Hefiod, 
‘and the other antient poets -and mytholo- 
gifts, had any fettled defign to pervert and 
confufe the records of antiquity; but it is 
certain they have effected it, and, for my 
part, I muft confefs I fhould have ho- 
noured and loved Homer more had he 
written a true hiftory of his own times 
in humble profe, than thofe noble poems 
that have fo juftly collected the praife of 
all ages; for though I read thefe with 
more admiration and aftonifhment, I fil 
read Herodotus, Thucydides and Xeno- 
phon, with more amufement and more 
fatisfaction. . | 
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THE original poets were not, however, 
without excufe. They found the limits 
of nature too ftrait for the immenfity of 
their genius, which they had not room 
to exert, without extending fact by fic- 
tion; and that efpecially at a time when 
the manners of men were too fimple to 
aiford that variety, which they have fince 
offered in vain to’ the choice of the 
meaneft writers. In doing this, they are 
again excufable for the manner in which 
they have done it, 


Ut fpeciofa dehine miracula promant. 
They are not indeed fo properly faid to 


turn reality into fiction, as fiction into rea- 
licy. Their paintings are fo bold, their 


colours fo ftrong, that every thing they - 


touch feems to exift in the very manner they 
reprefent it: their portraits are fo juft, 
and their landfcapes fo beautiful, thar we 
acknowledge the ftrokes of nature in both, 
without enquiring whether nature herfelf, 
or her journeyman the poet, formed th 
firft pattern of the piece, 


But other writers (I will put Pliny at 
their head) have no fuch pretenfions to in- 
dulgence: they ly for lying fake, or in 

| | order 
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order infolently to impofe the moft mon- 
ftrous improbabilities and abfurdities up- 
on their readers on their own authority ; 
treating them as fome fathers treat chil- 
dren, and as other fathers do lay-men, ex- 
acting their belief of whatever they re- 
late, on no other foundation than their ' 
own authority, without ever taking the 
pains of adapting their lies to human cre- 
dulity, and of calculating them for the me- 
ridian of a common underftanding ; but 
with as much weaknefs as wickednefs, and 
with more impudence often than either, 
they affert fats contrary to the honour of 
God, to the vifible order of the creation, 
to the known laws of nature, to the hifto- 
ries of former ages, and to the experience 
of our own, and which no man can at once 
underftand and believe. 


Ir it fhould be objected (and it can no 
where be objected better than where I now 
write *, as there isno where more pomp of 
bigotry) that whole nations have been 
firm believers in fuch moft abfurd fuppo- 
fitions ; I reply, the faét is not true 
They have known nothing of the matter 
- and have believed they knew not what, 


* At Lifbon. 
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It is, indeed, with me no matter of doubre, | 


but that the pope and his elergy might 
teach any of thofe Chriftian Heterodoxies, 
the tenets of which are the moft diametri- 
cally oppofite to their own ; nay, all thedoc- 
trines of Zoroafter, Confucius, and Maho- 
met, not only with certain and immediate 
fuccefs, but without one eatholick in @ 


thoufand knowing he had changed his 


religion. 


WaT motive a man can have to’ fie 
down, and to draw forth a lift of ftupid, 
fenfelefs, incredible lies upon paper, would 
be difficult to determine, did not Vanity 
prefent herfelf fo immediately as the ade- 
quate, caufe. The vanity of Knowing 
more than other men is, perhaps, befides 
hunger, the only inducement to writing, 
at leaft to. publifhing, at all: why then 
fhould not the voyage-writer be inflamed 
with the glory of having feen what no 
man ever. did or will fee but himfelf ? 
This ig the true fource of the wonderful, 
in the difcourfe:.and writings, and fome- 
times, I believe, in the actions of men. 
There is another fault Sf a kind directly 
oppofite to this, to which thefe writers aré 
fometimes liable, when, inftead of filling 

their 


The PREFACE. as 

their pages with monfters: which no body 
hath ever feen, and with adventures which 
never have nor could poffibly have hap- 
pened to them, wafte their time and paper 
with recording things and facts of fo com- 
mon a kind, that they challenge no other 
‘right of being remembered, than as they 
had the honour of having happened to 
the author, to whom nothing feems tri- 
vial that in any manner happens to himéelf. 
Of fuch confequence do his own actions 
appear to one of this kind, that he would 
probably think himfelf guilty of infidelity, 
fhould he omit the minuteft thing in the 
detail of his journal. ‘That the fact is 
true, is fufficient to give it a place there,. 
without any confideration whether it is ca-- 
pable of pleafing or furprifing, of di- 
verting, or informing the reader... — 


I nave feen a play (if I miftake nor. 
it is one of Mrs. Behn’s,.or of-Mrs. Cent-: 
livre’s) where this vice in-a voyage-writer 
is finely ridiculed. An ignorant pedant, to 
whofe government, for I know not what rea-- 
fon, the conduct. of a young nobleman in. 
his travels is committed, and who is fent 
abroad to fhew My Lord the world,, 
ef which he knows nothing himfclf, 

- - >) BO6 | be- 
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before his departure from a town, calls 
for his journal, to record the goodnefs of the 
wine and tobacco, with other articles of the ~ 
{ame importance, which are to furnifh the 
materials of a voyage at his return home. 
The humour, it is true, is here carried 
very far; and yet, perhaps, very little be- 
yond what is to be found in writers who 
profefs no intention of dealing in humour 
atall, | : | 


Or one or other or both of thefe kinds are, 
I conceive, all that vaft pile of books which 
pafs under the names of voyages, travels, 
adventures, lives, memoirs, hiftories, &c. 
fome of which a fingle traveller fends in- 
to the world in many volumes, and others 
are, by judicious bookfellers, collected into 
vaft bodies in folio, and infcribed with 
their own names, as if they were indeed 
their.own travels ; thus unjuftly attribut- 
ing to themfelves the merit of others. 


N ow from both thefe faults we have en- 
deavoured to fteer clear in the following 
narrative: which, however the contrary 
may be infinuated by ignorant, unlearned, 
and frefh-water critics, who have never 
travelled either in books or fhips, I do fo- 
lemnly declare doth, in my own impartial 

opinion, 
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opinion, deviate lefs from truth than any 
other voyage extant; my lord An{fon’s alone 
being, perhaps, excepted. 


Some few embellifhments mutt be al- 
lowed to every hiftorian : for we are not 
to conceive that the {peeches in Livy, Sal- 
luft, or Thucidydes, were'literally fpoken 
in the very words in which we now read 
them. It is fufficienc that every fact hath 
its foundation in truth, as I do ferioufly 
aver is the cafe in the enfuing pages ; and 
when it is fo, a good critic will be fo far 
from denying all kind of ornament of ftile 
or diction, or even of circumftance to his 
author, that he would be rather forry if he 
omitted it : for he could hence derive no 
other advantage than the lofs of an addi- 
tional pleafure in the perufa!. 


AGAIN, if any merely common in- 
cident fhould appear in this journal, which 
will feldom, I apprehend, be the cafe, the 
candid reader will eafily perceive it is not 
introduced for its own dite but for fome 
obfervations and reflections naturally refult- 
ing from it; and which, if but little to 
his amufement, tend directly to the in- 
ftruction of the reader, or to the informa- 
--*tion of the public; to whom if I chufe to 

; convey 
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convey fuch inftruction or information with 
‘an air of joke and laughter, none but the 
dulleft of fellows will, I believe, cenfure it ; 
but if they fhould, I have the authority of 
more than one paflage in oes to anecee 
in my defence. 


‘Hats wo thus endeavoured to ‘obviate 
fome cenfures to which a man, without the 
gift of fore-fight, or any fear of the im- 
putation of being a conjurer, might con- 
ceive this work would be liable, T might 
now undertake a more pleafing tafk,- and 
fall at once to the direct and pofitive 
praifes of the work itfelf; of which in- 
deed I could fay a thoufand good things : 
but the tafk is fo very pleafant that I fhall 
Jeave it wholly to the reader ; and itis all 
the tafk that limpofe on him. A modera- 
tion for which he may think himfelf 
obliged tome, when he compares it with 
the conduét of authors, who often fill a: 
whole fheet with their own praifes, to which 
they fometimes fet their own real names,. 
and fometimes a fictitious one. One hinte,. 
however, I muft give the kind reader; 
which is, that if he fhould be able to 
find no fort of amufement in the book, he 
will be pleafed to remember the public 
utilicy which wu arife from it. If en- 

tertainment, 
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tertainment, as Mr. Richardfon obferves, 
be but a fecondary confideration in a ro- 
mance; with which Mr. Addifon 1 think 
agrees, affirming the ufe of the paftry-cook 
to be the firft ; if this, I fay, be true of a 
mere work of invention, fure it may well 
be fo confidered in a work founded, like 
this, on truth; and where the political 
reflections form fo diftinguifhing a part. 


But perhaps I may hear, from fome 
critic of the moft faturnine complexion, 
that my vanity muft have made a horrid 
dupe of my judgment, if it hath flattered 
me with an expectation of having any thing 
here feen in a grave light, or of conveying 
any ufeful inftruction to the public, or to 
their guardians. I anfwer with the great 
man, whom I juft now quoted, that my 
purpofe is to convey inftruction in the ve- 
hicle of entertainment; and fo to bring 
about at once, like the revolution in the 
rehearfal, a perfect reformation of the laws 
relating to our maritime affairs : an under- 
taking, 1 will not fay more modeft, but 
furely more feafible, than that of reform- 
ing a whole people, by making ufe of a 
vehicular ftory, to wheel in among them 
worfe manners than their own, 
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ay eae the beginning of Aucutt, 


1753, when | had taken the 
Duke of Portland’s.m<dicine, 
were} as it is called, near a year, 
gees the effects of which had been 
2 the carrying off the fymptoms 
of a lingering imperfect gout, I was perfuad- 


ed by Mr. Ranby, the King’s premier fer- ° 


jeant-furgeon, and the ablett advice, I be- 
lieve, in all branches of the phyfical pro- 
feffion, to go immediately to Bath. I 
accordingly writ that very night to Mrs. 
Bowden, who, by the next poft, in- 


formed me fhe had taken me a lodging for 


a month certain. 


WITHIN a few days after this, whilft I 
was preparing for my journey, and when 
I was almoft fatigued to death with feveral 
long examinations, relating to five differ- 

ent 
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ent murders, all committed within the fpace 
of aweek, by different gangs of ftreet rob- 
Fers, I received a meffage from hisGrace the 
Duke of Newcaftle, by Mr. Carrington, 
the King’s meffenger, to attend his Grace 
the next morning, in Lincoln’s-inn-fields, 
upon fome bufinefs of importance ; but I 
excufed myfelf from complying with the 
meflage, as befides being lame, I was very 
ill with the great fatigues I had lately un- 
dergone, added to my diftemper. 


. Hts Grace, however, feat Mr. Carring- 
ton, the very next morning, with an- 
other fummons; with ‘which, tho’ ia 
the utmoft. diftrefs, I.immediately com- 
plied ; but the Duke happening, une 
fortunately for me, to be then partis 
cularly engaged, after I had waited fome 
time, fent a gentleman to.difcourfe with me 
onthe beft plan which could be invented for 
putting an immediate end to thofe mur- 
ders and robberies which were every day 
committed in the ftreets; upon which, I 
 promifed to tranfmit my opinion, in writ- 
ing, to his Grace, who, asthe gentleman 
informed me, intended to lay it before the 
privy council. . a 


Tuo” 


INTRODUCTION. $19 


Tuo’ this vifit coft me a fevere cold, 
I, notwithftanding, fet myfelf down to 
work, and in about four days fent the 
Duke as regular a plan as I could form, 
with all the reafons and arguments I 
could bring to fupport it, drawn out in 
feveral fheets of paper ; and foon received 
a meffage from the Duke, by Mr. Carring- 
ton, acquainting me, that my plan was 
highly approved of, and that all the terms 
of it wouid be complted with. - 

Tue principal and moft material of 
 thofe terms was the immediately depofiting 
600 J. im my hands ; at which {mall charge 
‘T undertook to demolth the then reigning- 
gangs, and to put the civil policy into fuch 
order, that no fuch gangs fhould ever be 
able, for the future, co form themfelves 
' into bodies, or at leaft to remain any time 
formidable to the public. 


I wap delayed my Bath-journey for 
fome time, contrary to the repeated advice 
of my phyfical acquaintance, and to the 
ardent defire of my warmeft friends, tho’ 
my diftemper was now turned to a deep 
jaundice ; in which cafe the Bath-waters 
are generally reputed-to be almoft infal- 
lible. But IThad.the moft eager wala 

| ns 
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demolifhing this gang of villains: and -cut- 
throats, which I was fure of accomplifhing 


the moment I was enabled to pay afeliow 


who had undertaken, for a {mall fum, 
to betray them into the hands of.a fet 
of thief-takers whom I had enlhited into 
the fervice, all men of known and ap- 
proved fidelity: and intrepidity. 


AFTER fome weeks the money was paid | 


at the Treafury, and within a few days after 
2001. of it had come to my hands the 
‘whole gang of. cut-throats ‘was _entire- 
ly difperfed, feven of them were in actual 
cuftody, and the reft driven, fome out of 
town, and others out of the kingdom. — 


Tuo’ my health was now reduced to the 
laft extremity, I continued to act with the 
utmoft vigour againft thefe villains; in 
examining whom, and in taking the de- 
pofitions againft them, I have often fpent 
whole days, nay fometimes whole nights, 
efpecially when there was any difficulty in 
procuring. fufficient evidence to convict 
them; which is a very common cafe in 
{treet robberies, even when the guilt of the 
_ party is fufficiently apparent to fatisfy the 
moft tender confcience. But courts of juf- 
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tice know nothing of a caufe more than 
what is told them on_ oath by a witneis ; 
and the moft flagitious villain upon earth 
is tried in the fame manner as a man of 
the beft character, who is accufed of the 
fame crime. 


Mean while, amidft all my fatigues 
and diftreffes, I had the fatistaction to 
find my endeavours had been attend- 
ed with fuch fuccefs, that this hellifh 
fociety were almoft utterly extirpated, 
and that, inftead of reading of murders and 
f{treet-robberies in the news, almoft every 
morning, there was, in the remaining part 
of the month of November, and in all 
December, not only no fuch thing as a 
murder, but not even a ftreet-robbery 
committed. Some fuch, indeed, were 
mentioned in the public papers ; but they 
were all found, on the ftricteft. enquiry, to 
be falfe. : 


In this entire freedom from ftreet-rob- 
beries, during the dark months, no man 
will, I believe, fcruple to acknowledge, 
that the winter of 1753 ftands unrival’d, 
during a courfe of many years; and this 
may poffibly appear the more extraor- _ 

| dinary 
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dinary to thofe who recollect the outrages 
with which it began. 


Havine thus fully accomplifhed my 
undertaking, I went into the country in 
‘a very weak and’ deplorable condition, 
‘with no fewer or lefs difeafes than a 
jaundice, a dropfy, and an afthma, al- 
together uniting their forces in the de- 
{truction of a body fo entirely emaciated, 
that it had loft all ics mufcular fleth. 


Mine was now no longer what is 
called a Bath cafe; nor, if it had 
been fo, had I ftrength remaining fuf- © 
ficient to go thither, a ride of fix miles 
only being attended: with an intolerable 
fatigue. I now difcharged my lodg- 
ings at Bath, which I had hitherto 
kept. I began, in earneft, to look on my . 
cafe as defperate, and I had vanity enough 
to rank my felf.with thofe heroes who, 
_ of old times, became voluntary facrifices 

to the good of the public. 


Bur, left the reader fhould be too 
eager to. catch at. the word vanity, and 
fhould be unwilling to indulge me with 
fo fublime a gratification, for I think 
he is not too apt to gratify me, I will 
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take my key a pitch lower, and will! 
frankly own that 1 had a ftronger motive 
_ than the love of the public to pufh me on: 
I will therefore contefs to him that my | 
rivate affairs at the beginning of the winter 
Fad but a gloomy Lae for I had 
not plundered the public or the poor of 
thofe fums which men, who are always rea-_ 
dy to plunder both as much as they can, 
have been pleafed to fufpect me of taking: on 
the contrary, by compofing, inftead of in- 
flaming, the quarrels of porters and beggars 
(which I blufh when I fay hath not been 
univerfally practifed) and by refufing to 
take a fhilling from a man who moft un- 
doubtedly would not have had another left, 
J had reduced an income of about sool. # 
a year of the dirtieft money upon earth, 


, to 


* A predeceflor of mine ufed to boaft that he 
made 1oool. a year in his office: but how he did 
this (if indeed he did it) is tome a fecret. His clerk, 
now nine,told me I had more bufinefs than he had ever 
known there; I am fure I had as much as any man 
could do. ‘The truth is, the fees are fo very low, when 
any are due, and fo much is done for nothing, that 
if a fingle juftice of peace had bufinefs enough. to 
employ twenty clerks, neither he nor they would get 
much by their labour. The public will not therefore, 
I hope, think I betray a fecret when. I inform thems 
that | received from the government a yearly penfion 
gut of the public fervice-maney; which J belicve eer 

wo 
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to little more than 300] ; a confiderable pro- 


portion of which remained with my clerk ; 
and indeed if the who'e had done fo, as it 
oug!.it, he would be -but il] paid for fit- 
ting almoft fixteen hours in the twenty- 
four, in the moft unwholefome, as well 
as naufeous air in the univerf-, and which 
h:th in his cafe corrupted a good conftitu- 
ticn without contaminating his morals, _ 


But, not to-trouble the reader with 
anecdotes, contrary to my own rule laid 
down in my preface, I affure him I thought 
my family was very flenderly provided for ; 
and that my health began to decline fo 
faft, that I had very little more of life 
left to accomplifh what I had thought 


would have been larger, had my great patron been 
éonvinced of an error, which I have heard him utter 
more than once, That he could not indeed fay, that 
the acting as a principal juftice of peace in Weftmin- 
fter was on all accounts very defirable, but that all 
the world knew it was a very lucrative office. Now 


to have fhewn him plainly, that a man mutt be a. - 


rogue to make a very little this way, and that he 
could not make much by being as great a rogue as 


he could be, would have required more confidence ~ 


‘ than J believe he had in me, and more of his con- 
verfation than he chofe to allow me; I therefore 
refigned the office, and the farther execution of my 
plan to my brother, who had long been my afbift- 
ant. And now, left the cafe between me and the 
reader fhould be the fame in both inftances as it was 


between me and the great man, I wild netadd another _ 


word on the fubjeé. 
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of too late. I rejoiced therefore greatly 
in feeing an opportunity, as I appre- 
_hended, of gaining fuch merit in the eye 
_of the public, that.if my life were the 
facrifice to it, my friends might think they 
did a popular a¢t.in putting my family at 
leaft beyond the reach of neceffity, which 
I myfelf began to defpair of doing. And 
tho’ I difclaim all pretence to that Spartan 
or Roman patriotifm, which loved the 
_ public fo well that it was always ready to 
become a voluntary facrifice to the public 
good, I do folemnly declare I have that 
_ love for my family. 


AFTER this confeffion therefore, that the 
public was not the principal Deity to 
_which ‘my . life was .offered a facrifice, 
and when it is. farther confidered what: a 
poor facrifice this was, being indeed na 
other than the giving up what I faw little 
likelihood of being able to hold much 
‘longer, and which, upon the terms I held 
it, nothing but the weaknefs-of human 
-nature could .reprefent to me as, worth 
_holding at all ; the world-may, [jbelieve, 
_ without envy allow me all the- praife to 
which I have any title. ©..." 5, | 
My aim, in fact, sa praife, which 
is 
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‘is che laft gift they-care to beftow ; at leaft 
“this was not my aim as an-end, but: ra- 
‘ther .as-'a theans, of purchafing fome mo- 
‘derate “provifion for my family, which 
“tho’it fhould ‘exceed my merit, muft fall 
- infinitely fhort-of my fervice, if I fucceed- 
‘ed in my attempt. 3 


| "Fo fay ‘the -truth, the- public never :act 
2phore ‘Wwifely, ‘than ‘When «they: aét moft 
jiberally in the-diftribution of their re- 
- wards; and ‘here the’ god they receive is 
often’ ttHore-to' be-confidered than the mo- 

tive from which they receive tr: Example 

alone is the end of all public punifhments 
“and rewards. «Laws never inflict difgrace in 
“tefentment, nor confer honour fiom gta- 
 tead’é.: (For ies very’ hard, -‘my - lord, 
& faid-a:-eonvidted felon at the “bar to the 
‘Jate excellent judge Burnet, to hang a 
© poor’ md4n fot ftealing a‘ horfe: Youre 
i nét:to- be! hanged, - Sir, -anfwerdd Hiy‘ever- 
--honéuired-and beloved friend, ‘for ftealing-a 
‘thor{é, but you-are to be hanged that horfes 
_(itay not be Nolen: -Fntike manner it might 
have been Laid to’ the ‘late duke of ‘Marl- 
°béretigh; “when the parliament was‘ fo ‘de- 

fervedly liberal to-him, iafter the ‘baetle of 

Blenheim, You receive not thefe honours 
and-heunties oa account of -a victory Patt, 
ut 
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but that other victories may be ob- 
tained. ; 


Iwas now, inthe opinion of all men, 
‘dying of a complication of diforders ; and, 
were I defirous of playing the advocate, | 
have an occafion fair enough: but I dil- 
dain fuch an attempt. I relate facts plain- 
Jy and fimply as they are; and let the 
world draw from,them what conclufions 
they pleafe, taking with them the following 
facts tor their inftryction. | The one is, 
That the proclamation offering rool. for 
the apprehending felons for certain felonies 
committed in, certain , places, which I 
prevented from being .revived,, had for- 
metly coft the goverament feveral thou- 
find pounds within a fingle year. Se- 
condly, thatajl {uch proclamations, inftead 
of curing the evil, had actually encreafed 
it; had multiplied the aumber of robberies; 
had prepagated the worft and wickedeft 
of perpuries 5, had laid {nares for youth and 
Ignorance; which, by the temptation of 
thefe »rewards, had been -fometimes drawn 
into guilt;:and fometimes, which cannot be 
thought on without the higheft horror, had 
deftroyed them without it. Thirdly, That 
amy-plan had not. pyt the government to 
more than gool. expence, and had praduced 
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none of the ill confequences above-men- 
tioned ; but, laftly, Had actually fup- 
preffed the evil for a time, and had plain- 
ly pointed out the means of fuppreffing it 
forever. This I would myfclf have un- 
dertaken, had my health permitted, at the 
. annual expence of the abovementioned fum. 


Arter having ftood the terrible fix 
weeks which fucceeded laft Chriftmas, and 
put a lucky end, if they had known their 
own interefts, to fuch numbers of aged 
and infirm valetudinarians, who might 
have gafped through two or three mild 
winters more, I returned to town in 
February, in a condition lefs defpaired of 
by my felf than by any of my friends. I 
now became the patient of Dr. Ward, 
who wifhed I had taken his advice earlier, 


By his advice I was tapped, and four- 
teen quarts of water drawn from my belly. 
The fudden relaxation which this cavufed, 
added to my enervate, emaciated habit 
of body, fo weakened me, that within 
two days I was thought to be falling into 
the agonies of death. —_ 


I was at the-worft on that memorable 
day when the public loft Mr. Pelham. 
.. G From 


| 
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From that day I began flowly, as it were, 
to draw my feet out of the grave; 
till in two month's time I had again ac- 
quired fome little degree of ftrength ; but 
was again full of water. 


DurinG this whole time, I took Mr. 
Ward’s medicines, which had feldom any 
perceptible operation. Thofe in particular 
of the diaphoretic kind, the working of 
which is thought to require a great ftrength 
of conftitution to fupport, had fo little 
effect on me, that Mr. Ward declared it 
was as vain to attempt {weating me as a 
deal board. 


In this fituation I was tapped a fecond 
time. I had one quart of water lefs taken 
from me now than before; but I bore all 
the confequences of the operation much. 
better. This I attributed greatly to a 
dofe of laudanum prefcribed by my fur- 
geon. It firft gave me the moft celicious 
flow of fpirits, and afterwards as com- 
fortable a nap. | 


Tre month of May, which was now 
begun, ic feemed reafonable to expect 
would introduce the fpring, and drive off 
that winier which yet maintained its foot- 
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ing on the ftage. I refolved therefore to 
vilit a little houfe of mine in the country,: 
which ftands at Ealing, in the county of 


Middlefex, in the beit air, J believe, in: 


the whole kingdom, and far fuperior to: 
that of Kenfington Gravel-Pits; forthe 
gravel is here'much wider and deeper; the 
place higher and more’ open towards the: 
fouth, whilft ic is guarded from the north 
wind by a ridge of hills, and from the 
fmells' and fmoke of London” by’ its’ di= 
{tance ; which laft is not ‘the fate'of Ken- 
fington, when the wind blows from:any 
corner of the eaft, | 


OsxicatTions to Mr. Ward I fhall al- 


ways confefs ; for I am convinced that he- 


Omitted no care in endeavouring to ferve 


me, without any expectation or defire of 


fee or reward. 


- Tue powers of Mr. Ward’s remedies 
want indeed no unfair puffs of mine to 
give them credit; and tho’ this diftemper 


of the dropfy ftands, I believe, fift in. 


the lift of thofe over which he is always. 
certain of triumphing; yet, poffibly, 
there might be fomething particular in my. 
cafe, capable of eluding that radical force 
which. had. healed. fo. many a 

- he- 
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The fame diftemper, in different conftitu- 
tions, may poffibly be attended with fuch 
different fymptoms, that to find an infal- 
lible noftrum for the curing any. one 
diftemper in every patient, may be almoft 
as difficult as to find a panacea for the 
cure of all, | 


But even fuch a panacea one of the 
greateft fcholais and beft of men did lately 
apprehend. he had: difcovered. - It-is true, 
indeed,, he was no: physician 5, that-is,. be; 

had nat by the forms, of his. edysation, 
acquired a- right of applyiag. his {kill in, 
the are of phyfic to. his own private, ad- 
vantage; and yet, perhaps, it may be 
truly afferted, that no: other modern hath, 
contribyted fo much to make. his phy-, 
fica) fkill ufeful to the .public,;. at-leatt,, 
that none hath undergone the pains of 
communicating: this difcovery, in writing 
to the world. The reader, I think, -will 
fcarce need to be informed that the wricer I, 
mezn is the late bifhop of Cloyne in Ire- 
land, and the difcovery, that of the vir- 
tues of tar-water. me 


_ I] ruen happened to recollect, upon & 
hint given me by the inimitable and fhame- 
fully diftrefs’dauthor of the FemaleQuixote,, 
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that I had many years before, from curiofity 
only, taken a curfory view of bifhop 
Berkley’ trcatife on the virtucs of tar- 
wattr, which I had formerly obferved he 


{trongly contends to be that real panacea’ 


which Sydenham fuppofes to have an 


exiftence in nature, tho’ it yet remains’ 


undifcovered, and, pzrhaps, will always 
- remain fo. : 


Upon the re-perufal of this book I 
found the bifhop only afferting his opinion, 
that tar-water might be ufeful in the 


dropfy, fince he had known it to have a 
furprizing fuccefs in the cure of a moft: 


ftubborn anafarca, witch is- indeed no 


other tifan, as the word implies, the dropfy 
of the flefh; and this was, at that time, a 


— large part of my complaint. 


Arrer a fhort tral, therefore, of a 
milk diet, which I prefently found did 
not fuit with my eafe, I brtook myfelf to 
the bifhop’s prefcripticn, and dofed my- 
_ felf-every morning and evening with half 


a pint of tar-water, 

Ir was no more than three weeks fince 
my laft tapping, and my b.Ily and limbs 
were diftended with water. This did not. 
oe give 
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give me the worfe opinion of tar-water : 
for I never fuppofed there could be any 
fuch virtue in tar-water, as immediate- 
ly to carry off a quantity of water al- 
ready collected. For my delivery from 
this, I well knew I muft be again obliged 
to the trochar ; and that if the tar-water 
did me any good at all, it muft be only 
by the floweft degrees; and that if it 
fhould ever get the better of my diftem- 
per, it muft be by the tedious operation 
of undermining ; and not by a fudden at- 
tack and ftorin. 


SOME vifible effects, however, and far 
beyond what my moft fanguine hopes 
could with any modefty expect, I very foon 
experienced ; the tar-water having, from 
the very firft, leffened my illnefs, increafed 
my appetite ; and added, though in a ve- 
ry flow proportion, to my bodily ftrength, 


Bur if my ftrength had encreafed a 
little, my water daily: encreafed much 
more. So that, by: the end of May, my 
belly became again ripe for the trochar, and 
I was a third time tapped ; upon which two | 
very favourable fymptoms appvared. I had» 
three quarts of water taken from ‘me lefs 

than had been taken the laft time ; and I’ 
C 5 bore 
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bore the relaxation with much lefs (indeed’ 
with f{carce any:) faintnefs.. | 


Tross of my phyfical friends,. on whofe 
judgment I chiefly depended, feemed to- 
think my only chance of life confifted in. 
having the whole fummer before me; in: 


which I might hope to gather fufficient: 
ftrength to encounter the inclemencies of 


the enfuing winter. But this chance 


began daily to leffen. I faw the fummer 


mouldering away, or rather, indeed, the- 
year pafling away without intending to: 


bring on any fummer at all. In the whole 


month of May the fun fcarce appeared: 


threetimes. So that the early fruits came to. 
the fulnefs ‘of their growth, and to fome ap-. 
pearance of ripenefs, without acquiring any 
teal maturity ; having wanted the heat of 
the funto foften and meliorate their juices. I 


faw the dropfy gaining rather than lofing. 


ground ; the diftance growing ftill fhorter 
between the tappings.. I faw the afthma: 
‘ likewife’ beginning again to become more 
troublefome. I faw the Midfummer quar- 
ter drawing towards .a clofe. So that I 
conceived, if the Michaelmas quarter 
fhould {teal off in the fame manner, as 
it Was, ‘in My opimson, very much to be 

appre- 
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apprehended it would, I fhould be deli- 
‘vered up to. the attacks of winter,. before 
Trecruited my forces, fo as to be any 
‘wile able to. withftand them. 3 


I now began to recall an intention, 
which from. the firft dawnings of my re- 
covery I had.conceiv’d, of removing. to.a 
warmer climate; and finding this to be 
approv’d of by a very eminent phyfician, 
E refolved to put it into. immediaty.exe- 
‘eution.. . er ee ere 


Aix. in Provence was the place firft 
thought on; but the difficulties of getting. 
thither were infuperable. The journey 
by ‘land, befide: the. expence .of it, was. 
infinitely too long and fatiguing; and £ 
could hear of. no fhip that was likely to 
fet out from' London, within any reafon- 
able time for Marfeilles, or any other port 
an that part of the Mediterranean.. 


Liszon was prefently fixed on in its. 
room. The air here, as. it was near four 
degrees to the fouth of Aix,.muft.be more 
mild and warm, and the winter fhorter 
and lefs piercing. , : 
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Ir was not difficule to finda fhip bound - 
to a place with which we carry on fo im- 
-menfe atrade. Accordingly, my brother 
foon informed me of the excellent accom- 
modations for paflengers, which were to be 
found on board a fhip that was obliged to 
fail for Lifbon in three days. 


I EAGERLY embraced ‘iis offer, not- 
withftanding the fhortnefs of the time ; 
and having | given my brother full. power 
to contract for our paffage, I began to pre-. 
pare my family for the voyage with the 
utmoft expedition. | 


Bur our great hafte was needlefs ; for 
the captain having twice put off his failing, 
I at length invited him to. dinner with me 
at Fordhook, a full week. after the time 
on which he had declared, and that with 
many affeverations, he muft, and would, 
weigh anchor. 


He dined with me, according to his ap- 
pointment; and when all matters were 
fettled between us, left me with pofitive or- 
ders to be on board the Wednefday follow- 
ing ; when he declared he would al ai 
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the river to Gravefend; and would not 
{tay a moment for the greateft man in the 
world. 


He advifed me to go to .Gravefend by 
land, and there wait the arrival of his fhip ; 
affigning many reafons for this, every one 
of which was, as I well remember, among 
thofe that had before determined me to go 
on board near the Tower. 


THE 
JOURNAL 


VOYAGE to LISBON. 


Wednefday, Fune 26, 1754. 
) PJEES2@ N this day, the moft melancho« 


/ (e ‘i ly {un I had ever beheld arofe, 
At ‘A fy and found me awake at my 
NSE houfe at Fordhook. By the 
Swe Jight of this fun, I was, in 
my own opinion, laft to behold and take 
leave of fome of thofe creatures on whom I 
doated with a mother-like fondnefs, guided 
by nature and paffion, and uncured and. 
unhardened by all the doétrine of that 
philofophical fehool where I had learnt 
to bear pains and to defpife death. ; 
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In this fituation, as I could not conquer 
nature, I fubmitted entirely to her, and 
fhe made as great a fool of me as fhe had 
ever done of any woman whatfoever : under 
pretence of giving me leave to enjoy, fhe 


drew me in to fuffer the company of my’ 


little ones, during eight hours ; and I doubt 
not whether, in that time, I did not un- 
dergo more than in all my diftemper. .. 


Ar twelve precifely my coach was at 


~ the door, which was no fooner told me | 


than I kifs’d my children round, and went 
into it with fome little refolution. My 
wife, who behaved more like a heroine 
and philofopher, tho’ at the fame time the 
tendereft mother inthe world, and my 


eldeft daughter, followed me ; fome friends 


went with us, and others here took their 
leave; and I heard my behaviour ap- 
plauded, with many murmurs and praifes 
to which I well knew I had no title; as 
all other fuch philofophers may, if they 
have any modefty, confefs on the like 


occafions. a 


_. In two hours we arrived in Redriffe, 
and immediately went on beard, and were 
to have failed the next morning ; but as 
this was the king’s proclamation-day, and 
| con- 
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confequently a holiday at the Cuftom- 
houfe, the captain could not clear his 
veffz1 till the Thurfday ; for thefe holidays 
are as ftrictly obferved as thofe in the 
popifh calendar, and are almoft as nu- 
merous. I might add, that both are op- 
pofite to the genius of trade, and conie- 
quently contra bonum publicum. 


To go on board the fhip it was necef- 
fary firft to go into a boat; a matter of 
no fmall difficulty, as I. had no ufe of. 
my limbs, and was to be carried by men, 
who tho’ fufficiently ftrong for their 
burden, were, like Archimedes, puzzled: 
to find a fteady footing. Of this,’ as 
few of my readers have not gone into’ 
wherries on the Thames, they wil eafi-. 
ly be able to form to themfelves an 
idea. . However, by the affiftance of my 
friend Mr. Welch, whom I never think: 
or fpeak of but with love and efteem, I 
conquered this difficulty, as I did after- 
wards that of afcending the fh'p, into 
which I was hoilted with more eafe by a: 
chair lifted with pullies. I was foon feated 
in a great chair in the cabin, to refrefh 
my'elf after a fatigue which had been 
more intolerable, in a quarter of a milc’s 
paffage from my couch to the fhip, than I 
had b<fore undergone in a land-journ-y of 

twelve 
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twelve miles, which IJ had travelled with 
the utmoft expedition. 


Turis latter fatigue was, perhaps, fome- — 


what heightened by an indignation which 
I could not prevent arifing in my mind. 
I think, upon my entrance-into the boat, 
I prefented .a fpectacle of the highett 
horror. -The total lofs of limbs was ap- 
parent to all who faw me, and my face 
contained marks of- a: moft-difeafed. flate,. 


if, not of death. itfelf, Indeed. fo ghaftly: 
was.my countenanee,. that timorous women:. 


with child had abftained from my-houfe, 
for fear of the ill confequences of looking. 
at me. In this condition, I ran the 


gauntlope, (fo, I think I may juftly calb 


it) through rows of failors and -watermen, 
few of whom failed of paying-their com- 
_ pliments to me, by all manner of infults 
and jefts on my m fery. No man who knew 
me .will think I conceived any perfonal re- 
fentment at this behaviour; but it was a 
“lively picture of chat cruelty and inhu- 
manity, in the nature of men, which I have 
- often contemplated with concern; and 
which leads the mind into a train of very 
uncomfortable and melancholy thoughts. 
It may be faid, that this barbarous cuftom 
is peculiar tothe Englifh, and of them on- 
ly to the loweft degree; that it is an on 
: cre{- 
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erefcence of an uncontroul’d licentioufnels 
_miftaken for liberty, and never fhews it- 
felf in men who.are polifh’d and refin’d, 
in fuch manner as human nature requires, 
to. produce that perfection of which it is 
fufceptible, and to purge.away that male- 
volence of difpofition, of which, at our 
birth we partake in. common with the fa- 
vage creation. 


Tus may be faid,. and this. is all that 
can-be faid and it is, I am. afraid, but 
Yietle fatisfaCtory to-.-account: for. the inhu- 
manity of thofe, who, while they boatt of 
being made after God’s own image, feem 
to bear in their minds arefemblance of the 
vileft {pecies of brutes; or rather, indeed, 
of-our idea of devils: for I don’t know 
that any brutes can be taxed with fuch 
malevolence. 


_ A-surzoin of beef was now placed on the 
table, for which, tho’ little better than car- 
rion, as much was charged by the mafter of 
the little paltry alehoufe who dreffed it, as 
would have been demanded for all the ele- 
gance of the King’s Arms, or any other po- 
jite tavern, or eating-houfe; for indeed the 
difference between. the beft-houfe and the 
wortt is, that at the former you pay largely 
for luxury, at the latter for nothing, 
Thur (day 
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| Thurfday, Junezy. Tuts morning the 
captain, who lay on fhore at his own houfe, 
paid us a vifit in the cabin; and behaved 
like an angry bafhaw,declaring, that had he 
known we were not to be pleafed, he would 
not have carried us for 5001. He added 


many affeverations that. he was a gentle- 
man, and defpifed money ; not forgetting: 


feveral hints of the prefents which had been 
made him for his cabin, of 20, 30, and 
40 guineas, by feveral gentlemen, over 
and above the fum for which they had 
contracted. This behaviour greatly fur- 
prifed me, as I knew not how to account 
for it, nothing having happened fince we 
parted from the captain the evening 
before in perfect good humour; and all 
this broke forth on the firft moment of his 
arrival this morning. He did not, how- 


ever, fuffer my amazement to have any 


long continuance, before he clearly fhewed 
me that all this was meant only as an 
apology to introduce another procraftina- 
tion (being the fifth) of his weighing 
anchor ; which was now poftponed till Sa- 
turday, for fuch was his will and pleafure. 


Besipes the difagreeable fituation in 
which we then lay, in the confines of 
Wapping and Kedriffe, tafting a delicious 
mixture of the air of both thefe {weet 

7 places, 
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places, and enjoying the concord of fweet 
founds of feamen, watermen, fifh-women, 
oyfter-women, and of all the vociferous 
inhabitants of both fhores, compofing al.- 
together a greater variety of harmony than 
Hogarth’s imagination hath brought to- 
gether in that print of his, which is 
enough to make a man deaf to Jook at; 
I had a more urgent caufe to prefs our 
departure, which was, that the dropfy, 
for which I had undergone three tappings, 
feemed to threaten me with a fourth dif- 
charge, before I fhould reach Lifbon, and 
when I fhould have no body on board cap- 
able of performing the operation ; but | was 
obliged to hearken to the voice of reafon, if 
I may ufe the captain’s own words, and 
to reft myfelf contented. Indeed there 
was no alternative within my reach, but 
what would have coft me much tog 

dear, ete 
THERE are many evils.in fociety, from 
which people of the higheft rank are fo 
entirely exempt, that they: have not the 
leaft knowledge or idea of them; nor 
indeed of the characters which aré formed 
by them. Such, for inftance,. is the con- 
veyance of goods and paflengers from.one 
place to another. Now there is no fuch 
thing 
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thing as any kind of knowledge contemp~ 
tible in itfelf; and as the particular know- 
Jedge.I hear mean ‘is entirely neceflary to 
the well underftanding and well enjoying 
this journal; and, laftly, as in this cafe 
the moft ignorant will be thofe very rea- 
‘ders whofe amufement we chiefly con- 
fult, and to whom we with to be fuppofed 
principally ‘to write, we will here enter 
fomewhat largely into the difcuffion of chis 
amatter ;:the:rather, for that no antient or 
~-amodern author (if we can truft the cata- 


logue of Dr. Mead’s library) hath ever 


undertakensit-; . but that it feems (in the 
{tile of Don’ Repixotte) a tafk referved for 
ay pen alone. 


Wuen I frit. conceived this intention, 

J began ‘to entertain thoughts of enquiring 
into the antiquity of travelling'; and, .as 
many perfons have performed 1 in this way 
(I mean have travelled) at the expence of 
the public, “I: Hattered myfelf that the 
ipirit: of improving arts and fciences, and 
of: advancing ufeful -and fubftantial learn- 
ing, which fo eminently diftinguithes.this 
age, and hath given: rife to more {pecula- 
tive focieties in Kuropethan Lat prefent can 
recollect the names of y perhaps indeed than 
a or aay other-befides their very near ‘burs 
_ bours 


ne 
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bours ever heard mentioned, would affift 
in promoting fo curious a work. A work! 
begun with the fame views, calculated for 
the fame purpofes, .and fitted for the fame 
ufes wath the labours which thofe right 
honourable focieties have fo cheerfully 
undertaken themfelves, and encouraged in 
others ; fometimes with the highei{t ho- 
nours,. even svith:admiffion into the:r col- - 
leges, and ‘with inrelment among their 
members. 


-From thefe focieties I promifed myfelf 
all .affiftance in their power, particularly _ 
_ the ‘communication of fuch valuable ma- 
nu(cripts and records.as they mutt be fup- 
pofed.to have. collected from thofe obfcure 
ages-of -antiquity, when hiftory yields us 
fuch imperfect accounts of the refidence, 
and much more imperfect, of the travels of 
the human race; -unlefs, perhaps, as a cu- 
‘ rigus .and. learned member of the young 
‘fociety of .antiquarians: is faid to have 
hinted: his conjeQures, that their refidence 
and their travels ‘were one.and the fame ; 
and this difcovery (for fuch it feems to be) 
he: is faid tochave owed: to the lighting: by 
aceident on.a book, which:we fhall have 
«coafion ‘to mention: prefently, che cones 
| 8 O 
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of which were then little known to the 
fociety. 


Tue King of Pruffia, moreover, who 
from a degree of benevolence and tafte, 
which in either cafe is a rare production 
in fo northern a climate, is the great 
-encourager of art and fcience, I was 
well affured would promote. fo uleful a 
defign, and order his archives to be fearched 
in my behalf. 


But after well weighing all thefe ad- 
vantages, and much meditation on the 
order of my. work, my whole defign was 
-fubverted in a moment by hearing “of the 
difcovery juft mentioned to have been made 
by the youngantiquarian,whofrom the moft 
antient record in the world (tho’ I don’t 
find the fociety are all agreed in this point) 
one long preceding the date of the earlieft 
modern collections, either of books or 
butterflies, none of which pretend to go 
beyond the flood, fhews us, that the firft 
man was a eravellen: and that he-and his 
family were fcarce fettled in Paradife before 
‘they difliked their own home, and became 
paflengers:.to another place... Hence it 
appears, that the humour of travelling is 

as 
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as old as the human race, and that it was 
their curfe from the beginning. 


By this difcovery my plan became much 
fhortened, and I found it only neceffary to 
treat of the conveyance of goods and paf- 
fengers from place to place; which not 
being univerfally known, feemed proper 
to be explained, before we examined into 
its original. There are, indeed, two dil- 
ferent ways of tracing all things, ufed by 
the hiftorian and the antiquary; thefe are 
upwards and downwards. The former 
fhews you how things are, and leaves to 
others to difcover when they began to be 
fo. The latter fhews you how things 
were, and leaves their prefent exiftence to 
be examined by others. Hence the for- 
mer is more ufetul, the latter more curious. 
The former receives the thanks of man- 
kind, the latter of that valuable part, the 
virtuofi. 


Iw explaining, therefore, this myftery 
of carrying goods and pafiengers fram 
one place to another, hitherto fo profound 
a fecret to the very beft of our readers, 
we thall purlue the hiftorical method, and 
endeavour to fhew by what means it is at 
prefent performed, referring the more cu- 

D rious 
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rious enquiry either to fome other pen, 
or to fome other. opportunity. 


Now there are two general ways of per- 
forming (if God permit) this conveyance ; 
viz. by land and water, both of which 
have much variety; that by land being 
performed in different vehicles, fuch as | 
coaches, caravans, waggons, &c. and that 
by water in fhips, barges, and boats, of 
various fizes and denominations. But as 
all thefe methods of conveyance are formed _ 
on the fame principles, they agree fo well 
together, that it is fully fufficient to com- 
prehend them all in the general view, 
without defcending to fuch minute par- 
ticulars, as would diftinguifh one method 
from another. | 


_ Common to all of thefe is one general 
principle, that as the’goods to be con-— 
veyed are ufually the larger, fo they are 
to be chiefly confidered in the conveyance ; 
the owner being indeed little more than 
an appendage to his trunk, or box, or 
bale, or at beft a {mall part of his own 
baggage, very little care is to be taken in 
ftowing or packing them up with conve- 
nience to himfelf: for the conveyance is 
‘ nog 
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not of paflengers and goods, bus of goods 
and pafiengers. 


SzCONDLY, From this conveyance arifes 
a new kind of relation, or rather of fub- 
jection in the fociety; by which the paf- 
fenger becomes bound in allegiance to his 
conveyer. This allegiance is indeed 
‘only temporary and local,. but. the moft 
abfolute during its continuance, of any 
known in Great-Britain, and, to fay. truth, 
{carce confiftent with the liberties of a 
free people; nor could it be reconciled 
with them, did it not move downwards, 
a circumftance univerfally apprehended to 
be incompatible to al] kinds of flavery. 
For Ariftotle, in his Politicks, hath pro- 
ved abundantly to my fatisfaction, that no 
men are born to be flaves, except barbari- 
ans ; and thefe only to fuch as are not them- 
felves barbarians: and indeed Mr. Mon- 
tefquieu hath carried it very little farther, 
in the cafe of the Africans; the real 
truth being, that no man is born to bea 
flave, unlefs to him who is able to make ' 
him fo. 


Tuirpbuy, This fubjection is abfo- 
lute, and confifts of a perfect refignation 
both of body and foul to the difpofal of 
“em D 2 another ; 
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another ; after which refignation, during a 
certain time, his fubject retains no more 
- power over his own will, than an Afiatic 
flave, or an Englith wife, by the laws of 
both countries, and by the cuftoms of one 
of them. If I fhould mention the inftance 
of a ftage-coachman, many of my readers 
would recognize the truth of what I have 
here obferved ; all indeed, that ever have 
been under the dominion of that tyrant, 
who, in this free country, is as abfolute as 
a Turkifh Bafhaw. In two particulars only 
his power is defective ; he cannot prefs you 
into his fervice, and if you enter yourfelf 
at one place, on condition of being dif- 
charged at a certain time at another, he 
is obliged to perform his agreement, if 
(God permit: but all the intermediate time 
you are abfolutely under his government ; 
he carries you how he will, when he will, 
and whither he will, provided it be not 
much out of the road; you have nothing 
td eat, or to drink, but what, and when, 
and where he pleafes. Nay, you cannot 
fleep, unlefs he pleafes you fhould; for he 
will order you fometimes out of. bed at 
midnight, and hurry you away at a mo- 
ment’s warning: indeed, if you can fleep 
in his vehicle, he cannot prevent it; nay, 
indeed, to give him his due, this he is 

. Ordi- 
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ordinarily difpofed to encourage; for the 
earlier he forces you to rife in the morn- 
ing, the more time he will give you in the 
heat of the day, fometimes even fix hours 
at an alehoufe, or at their doors, where he 
always gives you the fame indulgence 
which he allows himfelf; and for this he 
is generally very moderate in his demands. 
I have known a whole bundle of paffen- 
pers charged no more than half a crown 
for being fuffered to remain quiet at an 
alehoufe door, for above a whole hour, 
and that even in the hotteft day ia 
{ummer, | : 


Burt as this kind of tyranny, tho’ it 
hath efcaped our political writers, hath 
been, | think, couched by our dramatic, 
and is more trite among the generality of 
readers ; and as this and all other kinds of 
fuch fubjection are alike unknown to my 
friends, I will quit the paffengers by land, 
and treat of thofe who travel by water ; 
for whatever is faid on this fubject is ap- 
plicable to both alike, and we may bring 
them together as clofely as they are brought 
in the liturgy, when they are recommended 
to the prayers of all Chriftian congrega- 
"tions; and (which I have often thought very 
remarkable) where they are joined with 

. D 3 other 
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ether miferable wretches, fuch as, women 
in labour, people in ficknefs, infants juft 
born, prifoners and captives. 


Goons and paffengers are conveyed by 
water in divers vehicles, the principal of 
which ‘being a fhip, it fhall fuffice to men- 
tion that alone. Here the tyrant doth not 
derive his title, as the ftage-coachman, 
doth from the vehicle itfelf, in which he 
{tows his goods and paffengers, but he is 
called the captain ; a word of fuch various 
ufe and uncertain fignification, that it feems 
very difficult to fix any pofitive idea to it: 
if indeed there be any general meaning which 
may comprehend all its different ufes, that 
of the head, or chief, of any body of men, 
Jeems to be moft capable of this compre- 
henfion; for whether they be a company of 
foldiers, a crew of failors, or a gang of 
rogues, he who is at the head of them ts 
always ftiled the captain. 


Tue particular tyrant, whofe fortune 
it was to ftow us aboard, laid a farther 
claim to this appellation than the bare 
command of a vehicle of conveyance. 
He had been the captain of a privateer, 
which he chofe to call being in the king’s 
fervice, and thence derived a right = 
ag hoift- 


2 
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hoifting the military ornament of a-cockade 
over the button of his hat. He. likewife 
wore 2 {word of no ordinary length by: his 
fide, with which he fwaggered in his: ca- 
bin, among the wretches his paffengers, 
whom he had ftowed in cupboards on 
each fide. He was a perfon of a very 
fingular character. He had taken, it into 
-his head that he was a gentleman, from 
thofe very reafons that proved he was: not 
.one ; and to fhew himfelf a fine gentleman, 
-by a behaviour which feemed ‘to infinu- 
ate he had never feen one. He was, more- 
over, aman of gallantry; at the age of 
feventy he had the finicalnefs of Sir Courtly 
Nice, with’ the. roughnefs of Surly; and 
while he was deaf himfelf, had a voice ca- 
.pable of deafening all others. 


Now, as I faw myfelf in danger by the 
delays of the captain, who was, in reality, 
waiting for more freight, and as the wind 
had been long nefted, as it were, in the 
fouth-weft, where it conftantly blew hurri- 
canes, I began with great reafon to appre- 
hend that our voyage might be long, and 
that my belly, which began already to be 
much extended, would require the water to 
be Jet out at a time when no affiftance was 
at hand; though, indeed, the captain com- 

D4 forted 
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forted me with affurances, that he had a 
pretty young fellow on board, who acted 
as his furgeon, as I found he likewife did - 
as fteward, cook, butler, failor. In fhort, 
he had as many offices as Scrub in the play, 
and went through them all with great dex- 
terity ; this of furgeon, was, perhaps, the 
only one in which his {kill was fomewhat de- 
ficient, at leaft that branch of tapping for 
thedropfy; for he very ingenuoufly and mo- 
‘deftly confeffed, he had never feen the ope- 
ration performed, nor was poffeffed of that 
chirurgical inftrument with which it is 
performed. 


Friday, June 28. By way of prevention, 
therefore, I this day fent for my friend 
Mr. Hunter, the great furgeon and ana- 
tomift of Covent-garden; and, though 
my belly was not yet very full and tight, 
let out ten quarts of water, the young 
fea-furgeon attending the operation, not as 
a performer, but as a ftudent. | 


I was now eafed of the greateft appre- 
- henfion which I had from the length of the 
paffage ; and I told the captain, I was be- 
‘come indifferent as to the time of his fail- 
ing. He exprefled much fatisfaction in 
this declaration, and at hearing from me, 

that 
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that I found myfelf, fince my tapping, 
much lighter and better. In this, I believe, 
he was fincere; for, he was, as we fhall 
have occafion to obferve more than once, 
a very good-natured man; and as he was 
a very brave one too, I found thar the he- 
roic conftancy, with which I had born an 
operation that is attended with fcarce any 
degree of pain, had not a little raifed me 
in his efteem. ‘That he might adhere, 
therefore, in the moft religious and rigo- 
rous manner to his word, when he had no 
longer any temptation from intereft to 
break it, as he had no longer any hopes 
of more goods or paflengers, he ordered 
his fhip to fall down to Gravefend on Sun- 
day morning, and there to wait his arrival. 


Sunday, June 30. NotHinc worth no- 
tice pafs’d till that morning, when my poor 
wife, after paffing a nightin the utmoft 
torments of the tooth-ach, refolved to 
have it drawn. I difpatched, therefore, a 
fervant into Wapping, to bring, in hafte, 
the beft toothdrawer he could find. He 
foon found out a female of great eminence 
in the art; but when he brought her to 
the boat, at the water-fide, they were in- 
formed that the fhip was gone; for, in- 
deed, fhe had fet out a few minutes 

D5 after 
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‘after his quitting her; nor did the pilot, 
‘who well knew the errand on which I had 
fent my fervant, think fit to wait .a mo- 
ment for his return, or to give me any no- 
tice of his fetting out, though J had, very ~ 
patiently, attended the delays of the cap- 
tain four days, after many folemn pro- 


-mifes of weighing anchor every one of 
_the three laft. 


_ But of all the petty bafhaws, or tur- 
_bulent tyrants I ever beheld, this foure-. 
faced pilot was the worft tempered; for, 
during the time that he had the guidance 
of the fhip, which was till we arrived in 
the Downs, he complied with no one’s 
‘defires, nor did he give a civil word, or, 
indeed, a civil look to any on board. 


Tue toothdrawer, who, as I faid before, 
was one of great eminence among her 
neighbours, refufed to follow the fhipy fo 

that my man made himfelf the beft of his 
way, and, with fome difficulty, came up 
with us before we were got under full fail ; 
for, after that, as we had both wind and 
tide with us, he would have found it im- 
-poffible to overtake the fhip, till fhe was 
come co an anchor at Gravefend. 


THE 
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Tue morning was fair and bright, and 
we had a paffage thither, I think, as plea- 
fant. as can be conceived; for, take it 


with all its advantages, particularly the 


number of fine fhips you are always fure 
of feeing by the way, there is nothing to 


equal it in all the rivers of the world. 


The yards of Deptford and of Woolwich 
are noble fights ; and give us a juft idea 


of the great perfection to which we are ar- 


rived in building thofe floating caftles, and 
the figure which we may always make in 
Europe among the other maritime powers. 
That of Woolwich, at leaft, very ftrongly 
imprinted this idea on my mind ; for, there 
was now on the ftocks there the Royal 
Anne, fuppofed to be the largeft fhip ever 
built, and which contains ten carriage guns 
more than had ever yet equipped a firit 
rate. 


Ir is true, perhaps, that there is more 
of oftentation than of real utility, in fhips 
of this vaft and unwieldy burthen, which 
are rarely capable of acting againft an 
enemy; but if the building fuch contri- 
butes to preferve, among other nations, the 
notion of the Britifh fuperiority in naval 


well 
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well incurred, and the oftentation is lau- 

dable and truly political. Indeed I fhould 

-be forry to allow that Holland, France, 
or Spain, poffefied a vefiel larger and 

more beautiful than the largeft and moft 

beautiful of ours; for this honour I would 

-always adminifter to the pride of our fai- 
lors, who fhould challenge it from all their 

- neighbours with truth and fuccefs. And 
fure I am that not our honeft tars alone, 

but every inhabitant of this ifland, may 

exult in the comparifon, when he confiders 

the king of Great-Britain as a maritime 
prince, in oppofiticn to any other prince in 

Europe ; but I am not fo certain that the 

fame idea of foperiority will refult from 

comparing our land-forces with thofe of 

many other crowned heads. In numbers, 

they all far exceed us, and in the good- 

_nefs and fplendor of their troops, many 
nations, particularly, the Germans and 
French, and perhaps the Dutch, caft us at 

a diftance ; for, however we may flatter 

-ourfelves with the Edwards and -Henrys 
of former ages, the change of the whole 

art of war fince thofe days, by which the 

advantage of perfonal ftrength is, in a 

‘manner, entirely loft, hath produced a 
change in military affairs to the advantage of 
our enemies. As for our fucceffes in later 
days, 


ae 
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days, if they were not entirely owing to 
the fuperior genius of our general, they 
were not a little due to the fuperior force 
of his money. Indeed, if we fhould ar- 


‘aign marfhal Saxe of oftentation, when 


he fhewed his army, drawn up, to our 


-captive general, the day after the battle of 


LaVal, we cannot fay that the oftentation 
was intirely vain ; fince he certainly fhewed 
him an army, which had not been often 
equalled, either in the number or good- 
nefs of the troops, and which, in thofe re- 
{pecis, fo far exceeded ours, that none can 
ever caft any reflection on the brave young 
prince who could not reap the lawrels of 
conqueft in that day ; but his retreat will 
be always mentioned as an addition to his 


glory. | 


In our marine the eafe is entirely the 
reverfe, and it muft be our own fault 
if it doth not continue fo; for, continue 
fo it will, as long as the flourifhing ftate 
of our trade fhall fupport it, and this fup- 

ort it can never want, till our legiflature 
fhall ceafe to ee attention to the | 

protection of our trade, and our magi- 
{trates want fufficient power, ability, and 
honefty to execute the laws: a circum- 
{tance not to be apprehended, as it cannot 
happen, 
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happen, till our fenates and our benches 


tha!) be filled with the blindeft ignorance, - 


or with the blackeft corruption. 


Bzs1pzs the fhips in the decks, we faw | 


‘many on the water : the yatchts are fights 

_of great parade, and the king’s body 
yatcht, is, I believe, unequalled in any 
country, for convenience as well as mag- 
nificence; both which are confulted in 
building and equipping her with the moft 
exquifice art and workmanhhip. 


We faw likewife feveral Indiamen juft 
returned from their voyage. Thefe are, 1 
believe, the largeft and fineft veffels which 


are any where employed in commercial | 


affairs. Thecolliers, likewife, which are 
very numerous, and even affemble in fleets, 
are fhips of great bulk; and, if we defcend 
to thofe ufed in the American, African, 
and European trades, and pafs through 
thofe which vifit our own coafts, to the 
fmall craft that ly between Chatham 
and the Tower, the whole forms a- moft 
| pleafing object to the eye, as well as highly 
warming to the heart of an Englifhman, 
who has any degree of love for his coun- 
try, or can recognize any effect of the pa- 
triot in his conftitution. — 


LASTLY, 
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Last ty, the Royal Hofpital of Green- 


wich, which prefents fo delightful a front 


to the water, and doth fuch honour at 


‘once to its builder and the nation, to the 


great fkill and ingentity of the one, and 


‘to the no lefs fenfible gratitude of the 


other, very properly clofes the account 
of this fcene ; which may well appear ro- 
mantic to thofe who have not rhemfelves 
feen, that, in this one inftance, truth and 


‘reality are capable, perhaps, of exceeding 
the power of fiction. 


Wuen we had paft by Greenwich, we 


faw only two or three gentlemen’s houfes, 


all of very moderate account, till we 
reached Gravefend ; thefe are all on the 
Kentifh fhore, which affords a much drier, 
wholfomer and pleafanter fituation than 
doth that of its oppofite, Effex. This . 


' circumftance, 1 own, is fomewhat furprif- 


ing to me, when I reflect on the numerous 
villas that crowd the river, from Chelfea 
upwards as far as Shepperton, where the 
narrower channel affords not half fo noble 
a profpect, and where the continual fuc- 
ceffion of the fmall craft, like the frequent 
repetition of all things, which have nothing 
in them great, beautiful, or admirable, 

; the 
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the eye, and give us diftafte and aver- 
fion inftead of pleafure. With fome of 
thefe ficuations, fuch as Barnes, Mortlake, 
&c. even the fhore of Effex, might con- 
tend, not upon very unequal terms; but, 
onthe Kentifh borders, there are many 
{pots to be chofen by the builder, which 
might juftly claim the preference over al- 
moft the very fineft of thofe in Middlefex 
and Surry. 


How fhall we account for this depra- 
vity in tafte ? for, furely, there are none fo 
very mean and contemptible, as to bring 
the pleafure of feeing a number of little 
wherries, gliding along after one another, | 
in competition with what we enjoy, in ~ 
viewing a fucceffion of fhips, with all their 
fails expanded to the winds, bounding over 
the waves before us. 


- Anp here I cannot pafs by another ob- 
_ fervation on the deplorable want of tafte in 
our enjoyments, which we fhew by almoft 
totally neglecting the purfuit of what feems 
to me the higheft degree of amufement: this 
is, the failing ourfelves in little veffels of our 
own, contrived only for our eafe and ac- 
commodation, to which fuch fituations of 

our 
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our villas, as I have recommended, would 
be fo convenient and even neceffary. 


Ts amufement, I confefs, if enjoyed in 
any perfection, would be of the expenfive 
kind ; but fuch expence would not exceed 
the reach of a moderate fortune, and would 
fall very fhort of the prices which are 
daily paid for pleafures of a far inferior 
rate, The truth, I believe, is, that fail- 
ing in the manner I have juft mention- 
ed, is a pleafure rather unknown, or un- 
thought of, than rejected by thofe who 
have experienced it; unlefs, perhaps, the 
apprehenfion of danger, or fea. ficknels, 
may be fuppofed, by the timorous and 
delicate, to make too large deductions ; 
infifting, that all their enjoyments fhall 
come to them pure and unmixed, and be- 
ing ever ready to cry out, 


Nocet empta dolore voluptas.* 


Tunis, however, was my prefent cafe; 
_for the eafe and lightnefs which I fele from 
my tapping, the gaiety of the morning, 
the pleafanc failing with wird and tide, 
and the many agreeable objects with 
which I was conftantly entertained during 
the whole way, were all fuppreffed and 
overcome by the fingle confideration of 

my 
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my wife’s pain, which continued incef- 
fantly to torment her till we came to an 
anchor, when I difpatched a meffenger in 
great hafte; for the beft reputed operator 
in Gravefend. A furgeon of fome emi- 
nence now ‘appeared, who did not decline 
tooth-drawing, tho’ he certainly would 
have been offended with the appellation 
of tooth drawer, no lefs than his brethren, 
the members of that venerable body, 
would be with that-of barber, fince the 
late feparation between thofe long united 
companies, by .which, if the furgeons 
have gained much, the barbers are fupe 
pofed to have loft very little. 


Tuis able and careful perfon (for fo I 
fincerely believe he is) after examining the 
guilty tooth, declared, that it was fuch a rot- 
ten fhell, and fo placed at the very remoteft 
end of ‘the upper jaw, where it was, ina 
manner, covered and fecured by a farge, 
fine, firm tooth, that he defpaired of his 
power of drawing it. | 


- He faid, indeed, more to my wife, and 
ufed more rhetoric to diffuade her from 
having it drawn, than is generally em- 
ployed to perfuade young ladies, to prefer 
a pain of three moments to one of three 

months 
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months -continuance 3 efpecially, if thofe 
young ladies happen to be pait forty or 
fifty years of age, when, by fubmitting to 
fupport a racking torment, the only good 
circumftance attending which is, ’tis fo 


‘fhort, that fearce one in a thoufand.can 


cry out, I feel it, they are to doa violence 
to their charms, and lofe one of thofe 
beautiful holders, with which alone Sir 
Courtly Nice declares, a lady can ever lay 


hold of his heart. 


He faid at laft fo much, and feemed to 
reafon fo juftly, that I came over to his 
fide, and affifted him in prevailing on my 
wife (for.it was no eafy matter) to refolve 
on keeping her tooth a little longer, and 
to apply to palliatives only for relief. 
Thefe were opium applied to the tooth, 
and blifters behind the ears. 


WHILST we were at dinner this day, 
in the cabin, on a fudden the window on 


~ one fide was beat into the room, witha 


crafh, as if a twenty-pounder had. -been 
difcharged among us. We were all alarmed 
at the fuddennefs of the accident, for 


-which, however, we were foon able to 


account: for the fafh, which was fhivered 


of 
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of the cabin by the boltfprit of a little 
fhip, called a cod-fmack, the matter .of 
which made us amends for running (care- 
lefly at beft) againft us, and injuring the 
fhip, in the feaeway; that is to fay, by 
damning us all to hell, and uttering fe- 
veral pious wifhes that it had done us 
much more mifchief. All which were 
anfwered in their own kind and phrafe 
by our men; between whom, and the 
other crew, a dialogue of oaths and fcur- 
rility was carried on, as long as they con- 
‘tinued in each other’s hearing. 


Ir,is dificult, think, to affign a fa- 
tisfactory reafon why failors in general 
fhould, of all others, think themfelves en- 
tirely difcharged from the common bands 
of humanity, and fhould feem to glory in 
the language and behaviour of favages ? 
They fee more of the world, and have, 
moft of them, a more erudite education, 
than is the portion of land-men of their 
‘degree. Nor do] believe that in any coun- 
try they vific (Holland itfelf not excepted) 
they can ever find a parallel to what 
daily paffes on the river Thames. Is it 
that.they think true courage (for they are 
the braveft fellows upon earth) inconfiftent 
with all the gentlenefs of a humane iia 

an 
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and that the contempt of civil order fprings 
up in minds but little cultivated at the 
fame time, and from the fame principles, 
with the contempt of danger and death ? 
Is it~~—- ? In fhort, it is fo; and how it 
comes to be fo, I leave to form a queftion 
in the Robin Hood fociety, or to be pro- 
pounded for folution among the znigmas 
in the Woman’s Almanack for the next” 
year. 


Monday, Fuly 1. Tus day Mr. Welch 
took his leave of me after dinner, as did 
a young lady of her fifter, who was pro- 
ceeding with my wife to Lifbon. They 
both fet out together in a poft-chaife for . 
London. 


Soon after their departure, our cabin 
where my wife and I were fitting to- 
gether, was vifited by two ruffians, 
whofe appearance greatly correfponded 
with that of the fheriff’s,. or rather the 
knight marfhal’s bailiffs. One of thefe, 
efpecially, who feemed to affect a more 
than ordinary degree of .rudenefs and in- 
folence, came in without any kind of ce- 
remony, with a broad gold lace on his 
hat, which was cocked with much military 


_fiercenefs on his head. An inkhorn at his 


button- 
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button-hole, and fome papers in his hand, 
fufficiently aflured me what he was, and I 
afked him if he and his companion were 
not cuftom-houfe officers; he anfwered 
with fufficient dignity, that they were, 
as an information which he feemed to con- 
clude would ftrike the hearer with awe, 
~ and fupprefs all further enquiry ; but, on 
the contrary I proceeded to afk of what 
rank he was in the Cuftom-houfe, and. 
receiving an anfwer from his companion, 
as I remember, that the gentleman was a 
riding furveyor; Ireplied that he might bea 
riding furveyor, butcould be no gentleman, 
for that none who had any title to that de- 
nomination, would break into the prefence 
of a lady, without any apology, or even 
moving his hat. He then took his co- 
vering from his head, and laid it on the 
table, faying, he afked pardon, and 
blamed the mate, who fhould, he faid, 
have informed him if any perfons of di- 
ftinction were below. I told him, he might - 
guefs by our appearance (which, perhaps, 
was rather more than could be faid with 
the ftricteft adherence to truth) that he was 
before a gentleman and lady, which fhould 
teach him to be very civil in his behaviour, 
tho’ we fhould not happen to be of that 
number whom the world ealls people of 

| fafhion 
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fafhion and diftin€tion. However, I faid, 
that as he feemed fenfible of his error, and 
had afked pardon, the lady would permit 
him to put his hat on again, if he chofe it. 
This he refufed with fome degree of fur 
linefs, and failed not to convince me that, 
if I fhould condefcend to become more 
gentle, he would foon grow more rude. 


I now renewed a reflection, which I 
have often feen occafion to make, that there 
is nothing fo incongruous in nature as any 
kind of power, with lownefs of mind and 
of ability, and that there is nothing more 
deplorable than the want of truth in the 
whimfical notion of Plato; who tells us 
that ‘Saturn, well knowing the ftate of 
‘ human affairs, gave us kings and rulers, 
* not of human, but divine original: for 
as we make not fhepherds of fheep, nor 
oxherds of oxen, nor goatherds of goats ; 
but place fome of our own kind over all, 
as being better and fitter to govern 
them: in the fame manner, were demons 
by the Divine Love, fet over us, as a 
race of beings of a fuperior order to men, 
and who, with great eafe to themfelves, 
might regulate our affairs, and eftablifh 
peace, modefly, freedom and jutftice. 
And totally deftroying all fedition, might 

‘ com- 
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complete the happinefs of the human 
race. So far, at leaft, may even now 
be faid with truth, that in all ftates 
which are under the government of mere 
man, without any divine affiftance, 


there is nothing but labour and mifery ~ 


to be found. From what I have faid 
therefore, we. may at leaft learn, with 
our utmoft endeavours, to imitate the 


Saturnian infticution; borrowing all . 


affiftance from our immortal part, while 
we pay to this the ftricteft obedience, 
we fhould form both our private cecono- 
my, and public policy, from its dic- 
tates. By this difpenfation of our im- 
mortal minds, we are to eftablifh a law, 
and to call it by that name. But if any 
government be in the hands of a fingle 
perfon, of the few, or of the many ; 
and fuch governor ot governors fhall 
abandon himfelf or themfelves to the 
unbridled -purfuit of the wildeft plea- 
fures or defires, unable to reftrain any 
paffion, but poffeffed with an infatiable 
bad difeafe ; if fuch fhal] attempt to go- 
vern; and at the fame time to trample 
on all laws, there can be no means of 
prefervation left for the wretched people,’ 


Plato de Leg. lib 4. p. 713. ¢. 714, edit. 


Servant. 
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Ir is true that Plato is here treating of 


the higheft or fovereign power in a ftate; 
but it is as true, that his obfervations are 


general, and may be * gia to all inferior 
powers: and, indeed, every fubordinate 
degree is immediately derived from the 
h'gheft; and as it is equally protected by 
the fame force, and fanctified by the fame 
authority, is alike dangerous to the well- 


- being of the fubject. 


Or all powers, perhaps, there is none 


fo fanGified and protected, as this which 


is under our prefent confideration. So 
numerous, indeed, and ftrong are the 
fanctions given to it by many acts of par- 
liament, that having once eftablifhed the 
laws of cuftoms on merchandize, it feems 
to have been the fole view of the legifla- 
ture to f{trengthen the hands, and to pro- 


tect the perfons of the officers, who be- 


came eftablifhed by thofe laws; many of 


-whom are fo far from bearing any refem- 


blance to the Saturnian inftitution, and to 
be chofen from a degree of beings fuperior 
to the reft of human race, that they fome- 
times feem induftrioufly picked out of 
the loweft and vileft orders of mankind. 


THERE is, indeed, nothing fo ufeful to 
E man 
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man in general, nor fo beneficial to par- 
ticular focieties and individuals, as trade. 
This is that a/ma mater, at whofe plen- 
tiful breaft all mankind are nourifhed. It 
is true, like other parents, fhe is not al- 
ways equally indulgent to all her children ; 
but tho’ fhe gives to her favourites a vaft 
proportion of redundancy and fuperfluity, 
there are very few whom fhe refufes to 
fupply with the conveniencies, and none 
. with the neceffaries of life. 


Sucn:a benefactrefs as this muft natu- 
rally be beloved by mankind in general ; 
it would be wonderful, therefore, if her 
-intereft was not confidered by them, and 
protected from the fraud and violence of 
fome of her rebellious offspring, who co- 
-veting more than their fhare, or more than 
fhe thinks proper to allow them, are daily 
employed in meditating mifchief againft 
her, and in endeavouring to fteal from 
~ their brethren thofe fhares which this great 
alma mater had allowed them. 


At length our Governor came on board, 
and about fix in the evening we weighed 
anchor, and fell down to the Nore, whi- 
ther our paffage was extremely pleafant, © 
the evening being very delightful, the ar 
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juft paft the full, and both wind and tide 
fayourable tous. | 


Tuefday, Fuly2. THis morning. we 
again fet fail under all the advantages we 
had enjoy’d the evening before: this day 
we left the fhore of Effex, and coafled 
along Kent, paffing by the pleafant ifland 
of Thanet, which is an ifland, and that 
of Sheppy, which is not an ifland, and 
about three o’clack, the wind being now 
full in our teeth, we came to an anchor in 
the Dawns, within two miles of Deal. 
My wife, having fuffered intolerable pain 
from her tooth, again renewed her refolu- 


_ tion of having it drawn, and another furs 


geon was fent for from Deal, but with no 


_ better fuccefs than the former. He like. 


wife declined the operation, for the fame 
reafon which had been affigned by the 
former: however, fuch was her refolution, 
hacked with pain, that he was obliged to. 
make the attempt, which concluded mare 
in honour of his judgment, than of his 
operation; for after having put my poor 
wife to inexpreffible torment, he was ab- 
liged to leave her tooth sn fate quo, and 
fhe had now the comfortable profpect of a. 
long fit of pain, — might have = 
2 r 


% “A VOYAGE 


her whole voyage, without any pofiibility 


of relief. 


- In thefe pleafing fenfations, of which I 
had my juft fhare, nature, overcome with 
fatigue, about eight in the evening re- 
fign’d her to reft; a circumftance which 
would :have given me fome happinefs, 
could I have known how to employ thofe 
fpirits which were raifed by it: but unfor- 
tunately for me, I was left in a difpofition 
of enjoying an agreeable hour, without 
the affiftance of a companion, which has 
always appeared to me neceffary to fuch en- 
joyment; my-daughter and. her compa- 


nion were both retired fea-fick to beds 


the other pafleéngets: were a rude fchool- — 


boy of fourteen years old, and an illiterate 


’ Portuguefe friar, who underflood no lan- 


guage but his own, in which I had net 
theleaft {mattering. The captain was the oi- 
ly perfon left, in whofe converfation I might 
indulge myfelf;. but unluckily, befides. a 
total ignorance of every thing in the world 
but a fhip, he had’ the misfortune of being 


fo deaf, that to make him hear, I| will not: 


fay underitand, my words, I muft run the 
rifque of conveying them to the ears of my 


wife, who, tho’ in another room (called, [. 


think, 
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think, the ftate-room; being indeed a 


‘moft ftately apartment capable of con- 


taining one human body-in length, if not 


very tall, and three bodies in breadth) 


Jay afleep within a yard of me. In this fi- 
tuation neceffity and choice were one and 
the fame thing; the captain and I fat 
down together to a {mall bowl of punch, 
over which we both foon fell faft afleep, 
and fo concluded the evening. 


‘Wednefday, July 3. Tuts morning I 
awaked at four o’clock, for my diftemper 
feldom fuffered me to fleep later. I pre- 
fently got up, and had the pleafure of en- 


- joying the fight of a tempeftuous fea for 


four hours before the captain was ftirring ; 
for he loved to indulge himfelf in morning 


flumbers, which were attended with a wind . 
_ mufick, much more agreeable to the per- 


formers than to the hearers, efpecially 


» fuch as have, as I had, the privilege of 


fitting in the orcheftra. At eight o’clock 
the captain rofe, and fent his boat on 
fhore. I’ ordered my man likewife to.go 


in it, as my diftemper was not of that _ 


kind which entirely deprives us of ap- 
petite. Now tho’ the captain had well 
victualled his fhip with all manner of fale 
provifions for the voyage, and had added 

E 3 great 
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preat quantities of frefh ftores, particu-— 
larly of vegetables at Gravefend, fuch as 
beans and peas, which had been on board 
only two days, and had, poffibly,' not 
been gathered above two more, I appre- 
hended I could provide better for myfelf 
at Deal, than the fhip’s ordinary feemed 
to promife. I accordingly fent for frefh pro- 
vifions of all kinds from the fhore, in order 
to put off the evil day of ftarving as-lon 
as poflible. My man returned with mo 
of the articles I fent for, and I now thought 
myfelf in a condition of living a week on. 
my own provifions. I therefore ordered try 
“own dinner, which I wanted nothing but 
‘a cook to drefs, and & proper fire to drefs 
ic at; but thofe were not to be had, ‘nor 
indeed any addition to my roaft mutton: 
except the pleafure of the captain’s com- 
fiy, with that of the other pafiengers ; 
or my wife continued the whole day in a 
ftate of dozing, and my other females, 
whofe ficknefs did not abate by the rolling 
of the fhip at anchor, feemed more in- 
clined to empty their ftomachs than to fill 


them. Thus 7 pafs’d the whole day (ex- . 


cept about an hour at dinner) by myfelf, 
and the evening concluded with the cap- 
tain as the preceding one had done; one 
comfortable piece of news he communicated. 
to 


/ 
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to me, which was, that he had no doubs 
of a profperous wind in the morning ; but 
as he did not divulge the reafons of this 
confidence, and as I faw none myfelf be- 
fides the wind being directly oppofite, my 
faith in this prophecy was not ftrong 
enough to build any great hopes upon. 


Thurfday, July 4. Tus morning, how- 
ever, the captain feem’d refolved to fulfil 
his own predictions, whether the wind 
would or no; he accordingly weighed an- 
chor, and taking the advantage of the 
tide, when the wind was aot very boifte- 
yous, he hoifted his fails, and, as if his 
power had been no lefs abfolute over Folus 
than it was over Neptune, he forced the 
wind to blow him on in its own detpight.: 


Bur as all men who have ever been at: 
fea well know how weak fuch attempts 
are, and want no authorities of Scripture 
to prove, that the mott abfolute power of 
a captain of a fhip is very contemptible 
in the wind’s eye, fo did it befal our nor 
ble commander; who haying ftruggled 
with the wind three or four hours, was 
obliged to pive over, and loft, in a few 
minutes, all that he had keen fo long 
a@ gaining; in fhort, we returned to 
E 4 our 
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our former ftations and once more caft ° 


anchor in the neighbourhood of Deal. 


‘Here, though we lay near the fhore, 
that we might promife ourfelves all the 
emolument which could be derived from 
it, we found ourfelves deceived ; and that 
we might with as much conveniency be 
eut of the fight of land; for, except when 
the captain launch’d forth his own boat, 
which he did always with great reluctance, 
we were incapable of procuring any thing 
from Deal, but at a price too exorbitant, 
and. beyond the reach even of modern 
luxury; the fare of a boat from Deal, 
which lay at two miles diftance, being at 
leaft three half crowns, and if we had 
been in any diftrefs for it, as many half 


guineas; for thefe good people confider . 


the fea as a large common, appendant to 
their mannor, in which, when they find 
any of their fellow creatures impounded, 
they conclude, that they have a full right 
of making them pay at their own difcre- 
tion for their deliverance: to fay the truth, 
whether it be that men, who live on the 
- fea-fhore, are of an amphibious kind, and 
do not entirely partake of human nature, 
or whatever elfe may be the reafon, they 
are nip far from taking any fhare in the 

diftreffes 
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diftreffes of mankind, or of being moved 
with any compaffion for them, that they 
Jook upon them as bleffings.fhower’d down 
from above; and which the more they 
improve to their own ufe, the greater is 
their gratitude and prety. Thus at Gravef- 
end, a fculler requires a fhilling for going 
Jefs way than he would row in London 
for three pence; and, at: Deal, a boat 
often brings more profit in a day, than 
it can produce in London in a week, or, 
perhaps, in a month; in both places, the 
owner of the boat founds his demand on 
the neceffity and diftrefs of one, who ftands 
more or lefs in abfolute want of his affift- 
ance ; and with the urgency of thefe, al- 
ways rifesin the exorbitancy of his demand, 
without ever corifidering, that, from thefe 
very circumftances, the power or eafe of ~ 
gratifying fuch demand is in like propor- 
tion leffened. Now, as I am unwilling 
that fome conclufions, which may be, I am 
aware, too juftly drawn from thefe obfer- 
vations, fhould beimputed to human nature 
m general, I have endeavoured to account 
for them in a way more confiftent with 
the goodnefs and dignity of that mature : 
however it be, it feems a little to reflect on 
the governors of fuch monfters, that they: 
do not take fome means fo reftrain 

: : E 5 | thefe 


ae. 


8 A VOYAGE 
thefe impofitions, and preventthem fromtri- 
wmphing anylonger in the miferies of thofe, 
who are, in many circumftances at leaft, 
their fellow-creatures, and confidering 
the diftrefies of a wretched feaman, from 
his. being wrecked to his being barely 
wind-bound, asa bleffing feat among them 
from above, and calling it by. that blaf- 
phemous name. | . | 


_ Friday, Fuly 5. Tus day I fent a fer- 
yant on board a man of war, that was 
ftationed here, with my compliments to 
the captain, to reprefent to him the diftrefs 
of the ladies, and to defire the favour of 
his loag-boat to conduct us to Dover, at 
about feven ‘miles diftance; and, at the 
fame time, prefumed to make ufe of a 


great lady’s: name, the wife of the firft 


lord commiffioner of the admiralty ; who 
would, I told him, be pleafed with any 
kindnefs fhewn by him towards us in our 
miferable condition. And this I am con- 
vinced was true, from. the humanity of 
the lady, though fhe was entirely unknowa 
tome. .. ao ae 
3. 33 i pa See is ot ae 
Tue captain returned a verbal anfwer 
to a long letter ; acquainting me, that 
what | defired could not be complied with, 
a | : it 
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_it being a favour not in his power to grant. 
This might be, and | fuppofe was true; 
but it is as true, that if he was able to 
write, and had pen, ink and paper aboard, 
he might have fent a written anfwer, and 
that it was the part of a gentleman fo to 
have done; but this is.a character fel- 
dom maintajned on the watery element, 
-ef{pecially by. thofe who exercife any power 
on it. Every commander of a veffel here 
feems to think himfelf entirely free from all 
thofe rules of decency and civility, which 
direct and reftrain the conduct of the mem« 
bers of a fociety on fhore ; and each, 
claiming abfolute dominion in his. little 
wooden world, rules by his own laws 
and: his own difcretion. I do not, indeed, 
know fo pregnant an inftance of the dan- 
gerous confequences of abfolute power, 
and it’s aptnefs to intoxicate the mind, 
as that of thofe petty tyrants, who become 
{uch in a moment, from very well-difpo- . 
. fed-and focial members of that commu- 
nion, in which they affect no fuperiority, 
but live in an orderly, ftate of-legal fub- 
jection with their fellow-citizens. - 


- Saturday, Fuly6. THis morning our com- 
mander, declaring he was fure the wind 
would change, took the advantage of an 
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ebbing tide, and weighed his anchor. His 
affurance, however, had the fame comple- 
tion, and his endeavours the fame fuccefs, 
with his former trial; and he was foon 
obliged to return once more to his old 


quarters. Juft before we let go our anchor, 


a {mall floop, rather than fubmit to yield 
us an inch of way, ran foul of our hhip, 
and carried off her bowfprit. This obfti- 
nate frolic would have coft thofe aboard 
the floop very dear, if our fteerfman had 
not been too generous to exert his fuperior- 
ity, the certain confequence of which would 
have been the: immediate finking of the 
other.’ This contention. of the inferior, 
with a might capable of crufhing it in 
an inftant, may feem to argue no {mall 
fhare of folly or madnefs, as well as of 
impudence; but I am convinced there 
is very little danger in it: contempt is a 
port to which the pride of man fubmits to 
fly with reluctance, -but thofe who are 
within it are always in a place of the 
moft affured fecurity ; for’ whofoever 
throws away his fword, prefers, indeed, a 


lefs honourable, but much fafer means of ‘ 


- avoiding danger, than he who defends 
himfelf with it. And here we fhall offer 


another diftinétion, of the truth of which | 


much reading and experience have well 
con- 
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convinced us, that asin the moft abfolute « 


governments, there is a regular progreffion 
of flavery downwards, from the top to 
the bottom, the mifchief of which is fel- 


. dom felt with any great force and bitter- 


nefs, but by the next immediate degree ; 
fo in the moft diffolute and anarchical 
ftates, there is as regular an afcent of what 
is called rank or condition, which is al« 
ways laying hold of the head of him, who 
is advanced but one ftep higher on the 
ladder, who might, if he did not too much 
defpife fuch efforts, kick his purfuer head- 
Jong to the bottom. We will conclude 
this digreffion with one general and fhort 
obfervation, which will, perhaps, fet the 
whole matter in a clearer light than the 
longeft and moft laboured harangue. 
Whereas envy of all things moft expofes 
us to danger from others; fo, contempt 
of all things beft fecures us from them. 
And thus, while the dungcart and the 
floop are always meditating mifchief againtft 
the coach and the fhip, and throwing them- 
felves defignedly in their way, the latter 
confider only their own fecurity, and are 
not afhamed to break the road, and let 
the other pafs by them. 


Monday, 
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Monday, Fuly 8. Havine paft our Sun- 
day without any thing remarkable, unlefa 
the catching a great number of whitings 
in the afternoon may be thought fo; we 
now fet fail on Monday at fix o’clock, with 
a little variation of winds but this was 
fo very little, and the breeze itfelf fo fmall, 
that the tide -was our beft, and indeed 
almoft our only friend. This conducted 
us along the fhort remainder of the Kentifh 
fhore.. Here we paft that cliff of Dover, 
which makes fo tremendous a figure in 
Shaketpear, and which, whoever reads 
without being giddy, mufl, according to 
Mr. Addifon’s obfervation, have either a 
very good head, or a very bad one; but, 
which, whoever contracts any fuch ideas 
from the fight of, muft have, at leaft, a 
poetic, if not a Shake{pearian genius, In 
truth, mountains, rivers, herecs and gods 
owe great part of their exiftence to the 
poets; and Greece and Italy do fo plenti- 
fully abound in the tormer, becaufe they 
furnifhed fo glorious a number of the lat- 
cer; who, while they beftowed immor- 
tality on every little hillock and blind 
ftream, left the nobleft rivers and moun- 
tains in the world to fhare the fame ob- 
fcurity with the eaftern and weftern poets, 
in which they are celebrated. 
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Tuts evening we beat the fea off Suffex, 

jn fight” of Dungenefs, with much more 
pleafure than progrefs ; ‘for the weather 
was almoft a perfect calm, and the moon, 
which was almoft at the full, fcarce fuf- 
fered a fingle cloud to veil her from our 
fight. © = 


— Lueflday, Weduefday, Fuly 9,10: THEsE 
two days we had much the fame fine wea- 
ther, and made much the fame way ; but, 
in the evening of the latter day, a pretty 
freth gale fprung up,. at N. N. W. which 
brought us by the morning in fight of the 
Ife of Wight ~~ : 


— Churfday, July 11. Turs gale continued 
till cowards noon; wher the ‘eaft end of: 
the ifland bore but little a-head of us. 
The captain fwaggered, and declared he 
would keep the fea; but the wind got the 
sbetter of him, fo that about three he’ gave 
up the victory, and, making a fudden 


tack, ftood in for the fhore, paffed by 


Spithead and Portfmouth, and came to 
an anchor at a place called Ryde on the 
ifland. | | 
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A most tragical incident fell out this 


day at fea. While the fhip was under 
fail, but making, as will appear, no great 
way, a kitten, one of four of the feline inha- 
bicants of the cabin, fell from the window 
into the water: an alarm was immediately 
given to the captain, who was then upon 
deck, and received it with the utmoft 
concern and many bitter oaths. He 
immediately gave orders to the fteerfman 
in favour of the poor thing, as he called 
it ; the fails were inftantly flackened, and 


all hands, as the phrafe is, employed to 


recover the poor animal. I was, I own, 
extremely furprifed at all this; lefs, in- 
deed, at the captain’s extreme tender- 
nefs, than at his conceiving any poffibility 
of fuccefs; for, if pufs had had nine 
thoufand, inftead of nine lives, 1. con- 
cluded they had been all loft. The boat- 
fwain, however, had more fanguine hopes ; 
for, having ftript himfelf of his jacket, 
breeches, and fhirt, he leapt boldly into the 
water, and, to my great aftonifhment, in 
_ afew minutes, returned to the fhip, bear- 
ing the motionlefs animal in his mouth. 
Nor was this, I obferved, a matter of fuch 
great difficulty as it appeared to my §ig- 
norance, and poflibly may feem to that of 


my 
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my frefh-water reader : the kitten was now 
expofed to air and fun on the deck, where 


_its. life, of which it retained no fymp- 


toms, was defpaired of by all. 


Tue captain’s humanity, if I may fo 
call ic, did not fo totally deftroy his philo- 
fophy, as to make him yield himfelf up 
to affliction on this melancholy occafion. 
Having felt his lofs like a man, he relolv- 
ed to fhew he could bear it like one; and, 
having declared, he had rather have loft 


a cafk of rum or brandy, betook hinifelf 


to threfhing at backgammon with the Por- 
tuguefe friar, in -which innocent amufe-. 
ment they had paffed about two thirds of 
their time. 


But, as I have, perhaps, a little too 
wantonly endeavoured to raife the tender 
paffions of my readers, in this narrative, 
I fhould think myfelf unpardonable if I 
concluded it, without giving them the fa- 
tisfaction of hearing that the kitten at laft 
recovered, to the great joy of the good 
captain; but to the great difappoint-: 
ment of fome of the failors, who affert- 
ed that the drowning a cat was the. very 


~ fureft way of raifing a favourable wind : 


a fuppofition of which, though we have 
| 7 : heard 
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heard feveral plaufible accounts, we will 


not prefume to affign the true original rea- 
fon. 


Friday, ‘fuly 12. Tris day our ladies 
went a-fhore at Ryde, and drank their af- 
ternoon tea at an alehoufe there with great 
fatisfaction : here they were regaled with 
frefh cream, to which they had been ftran- 
gers fince they left the Downs. — 


Saturday, Fuly 13. THe wind feeming 
likely to continue in the fame corner, 
where it had been almoft conftantly for 
two months together, I was perfuaded 


by my wife to go afhore, and ftay at Ryde. 


till we failed. I approved the , motion 
much; for, though I am a great lover of 
the: fe, I now fancied there was more 


pleafure ja:breathing the frefh air of the 
land; but, how to get thither was the. 
queftion :. for, being really that dead lug- 


g:ge, which I confidered all paffengers to 
be in the beginning of this narrative, and 


incapable of any bodily motion without — 


external impulfe, it was ta vain to leave 
the fhip, or to determine to do it, with- 
out the affiftance of others. In, one in- 
ftance, perhaps, the living luggage is more 
dificult to. be moved, or removed, rhan 
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an equal or much fuperior weight of dead 


‘matter ; which, if of the bdrittle kind, may. 


indeed be liable to be broken through 
negligence; but this, by proper care, 
may be almoft certainly prevented ; where- 
as, the fractures to-which the living lumps 
are expofed, are fometimes .by no caution 
avoidable, .and often by no art to be 
amended. : | 


I was deliberating on the means of 
conveyance, not fo much out of the fhip 
to. the boat, as out of a little tottering 
boat to the. Jand..- A matter which, as I 
had already experienced in the Thames, 
was rot extremely eafy, when to be 
perfortned “by any other: limbs. than 
your own. -Whillt. I oweighed all that 
could fuggelt itfelf:.on-this head, . without 
ftridtly ¢xamining the anerit of. the feveral 
fchemes which were advanced by the 
captain and. failors, and, indeed, giving 
no very deep attention even to my wife, 
who, as well as her friend and my daugh- 
ter, were exerting their tender concern for 
my eafe and fafety ; fortune, ‘for 1 am - 
convinced fhe had a hand in dt, fent mea 
prefent of a buck; a preferit, welcome 
enough of itfelf, but more welcome on 
account of the veffel in which it came, 
being 
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being a large hoy, which in fome places 
.would pafs tor a fhip, and:many people 
would go fome miles to fee the fight. I 
was pretty eafily conveyed on beard this 
hoy, but to get from hence to the fhore 
was not fo ealy atafk; for, however ftrange 
if may appear, the water itfelf did not 
extend fo far; an inftance which feems to 
explain thofe lines of Ovid, 


Omnia Pontus erants deerant genes kittora 
Ponto, 


ina lefs tautological fenfe, than hath BF 


nerally been imputed to them. 


In fact, between the fea arid the fhore; 


there was, at low water, an impaffable © 


gulf, if I may fo ‘call. it, of deep mud, 
which could neither be traverfed by walk- 
ing nor fwimming,; fo that for near one 
half of the twenty-four hours, Ryde was 


inaccefiable .by friend .or foe. But as the 


magiftrates of this place feemed more to 
defire’ the company of the former, than 
to fear that of the latter, they had begun 
to make.a fmall caufeway to the low wa- 
ter mark, fo that foot paffengers might 
Jand whenever they pleafed; but as this 
work was of a publick kind, and would 
have coft.a large fum of money, at leatt 
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ten pounds, and the magiftrates, that is to 
fay, the church-wardens, the everfeers, con- 


‘table and tithingman, and the principal 


inhabitants, had every one of them fome 
feparate {cheme of private intereft to ad- 
vance ‘at the expence of the publick, they 
felt out among themfelves; and after hav- 
ing thrown away one half of the requifite 
fum, refolved at leaft to fave the other 
half, and rather be contented to fit down 
lofers themfelves, ‘than to enjoy any bene- 
fit which might bring in-a greatér profit 
to another. Thus that unanimity which 
is fo neceffary in all publick affairs, be- 
came wanting, and every man, from the 
fear of being a a bubble to another, was, in 
reality, a bubble to himfelf, 


However, as there is fcarce any diffi- 


culty, to which the ftrength of men, af- | 


fifted with the cunning of art, is. not equal, 
I was at laft hoifted into a {mall boat, and: 
being rowed pretty near the fhore, was 
taken up by two failors, who waded with 
me through the mud, and placed me-in* | 
a chair on the land, whence they after- 
wards conveyed me a quarter of a mile 
farther, and brought me to a houfe, which 
feemed_ to. bid'the faireft for nope of 
apy in Ryde. : 
“We 
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. We brought with us our provifions: 
_ from the fhip,' fo that..we wanted nothing 
but a fire to drefs our. dioner,. and a room: 
in which we might eat it. In neither of 
thefe had we aay reafon. to: apprehend..a 
difappointment, our dinner confifting only 
af beans and bacon, and the worft apart- 
ment in his-Majefty’s dominions, either at: 
home or abroad, being fully fufficient to 
an{wer our prefent ideas of delicacy.: 


Un vucgrity, however, we .were dif- 
appointed in. beth; for when we arrived 
about four at our inn, exulting in the hopes 
of immediately feeing our beans fmoking. 
on the table, we had the mortification .of 
feeing them on the table indeed, but 
without that circumftance which would 
have made the fight agreeable, being in 
the fame ftate in which we had difpatched 
them from our fhip, | 


In excufe for this delay, tho’ we had 
exceeded, almoft purpofely, the time ap- 
pointed, and our provifion had arrived 
three hours -before, .the miftrefs of the 
houfe acquainted us, that it was not for 
want of time to drefs them that they were 
not ready, but for fear of their being cold 

os . : or 
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“or over-done before we fhould come; 


which fhe affured us was much worle than 
waiting a few minutes for our dinner. 
An obfervation fo very juft, that ir is 
impoffible to find any objection in it; but 
indeed it was not altogether fo proper at 
this time: for we had given the moft ab- 
folute orders to have them ready at four, 
and had been ourfelves, not without much 


‘care and difficulty, moft exactly punctual 


in keeping to the very minute of our ap- 
pointment. But-.tradefmen, inn-keepers, 
and fervants never care to indulge us in 
matters contrary to our true intereft, 
whicn th: y always know better than our- 
felves, nor can any bribes corrupt them 
to go out of their way, whilft they are 
confulting our good in our own defpight. 


Our difappointment in the other parti 
cular, in defiance of our. humility, as it 
was more extraordinary, was more pro- 
voking. In fhort, Mrs. Francis (for thar 
was the name of the good woman of the 
houfe) no fooner received the news of our 
intended arrival, than fhe confidered more 
the gentility, than the humanity of her 
guefts, and applied herfelf not to that 
which kindles, but ta that which extin- 
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guifhes fire, and forgetting to put on her 
pot, fell to wafhing her houfe. 


As the meffenger who had brought my 
venifon was impatient to be difpatched, I 
ordered it to be brought and laid on the 
table, in the room where I was feated; 
and the table not being large enough, one 
fide, and that a very bloody one, was laid - 
on the brick floor. I then ordered Mrs. 
-Francis to be called in, in order to give 
her inftruCtions concerning it; in parti- 
cular, -what I would have roafted, and 
what baked; concluding that fhe would 
be highly pleafed with the profpect of fo 
much money being fpent in her houfe, as — 
fhe might have now reafon to expect, if the 
wind continued only a few days longer to 
blow from the fame points whence it had 
-blown. for feveral weeks pait. 


I soon faw gvod caufe, I muft confefs, 
to defpife my own fagacity. Mrs. Francis 
having received her orders, without mak- 
‘ing any anfwer, {natched the fide from the 
floor, which remained ftained with blood, 
and bidding a fervant take up that on the 
table, : leit the room with no pleafant 
countenar.ce, muttering to herfelf, a 

a 


TO LISBON. 97 
had fhe known the litter which was to 
have been made, fhe would not have ta- 
ken fuch pains to wafh her houfe that 


morning. ‘If this was gentility, much - 


¢ good may it do fuch gentlefolks, for her 
* part fhe had no notion of it!’ 


From thefe murmurs I received two 
hints. The one, that it was not from 
a.miftake of our inclination that the good 
woman had ftarved us, but from wifely 
confulting her own dignity, or rather, per- 
haps, her vanity, to which our hunger was 
affered up as a facrifice, The other, that 
J was now fitting in a damp room; a 
circumftance, tho’ it had hitherto efcaped 
my notice, from the colour of the bricks, 


which was by no means to be neglected 
in a valetudinary ftate. 


My wife, who, befides difcharging ex- 
cellently well her own, and all the tender 
offices becoming the female character ; 
who befides being a faithful friend, an 
amiable companion, and a tender nurfe, 
could likewile fupply the wants of a de- 
crepit hufband, and occafionally perform 
his part, had, before this, difcovered the 
immoderate attention to neatnefs in Mrs, 
Francis, and — againft its ill con- 


fequences. 
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fequences. She had found, tho’ not un-' 
der the fame roof, a very fnug apartment 
belonging to Mr. Francis, and which had 
efcaped the mop by his wife’s being fatis- 
fied it could not poffibly be vifited by 

gentlefolks. | | 


Tus. was a dry, warm, oaken floored 
barn, lined on beth fides with wheaten 
itraw, and opening at one end into a green 
field, and. a. beautiful profpect. Here, 
without: hefitation, fhe ordered the cloth 
to be laid, and came hattily. to fnatch me 
from worfe perils by water than the com- 
mon dangers of the fea. 


~ Mrs. Francis, who could not truft 
her own ears, or could not believe a foot- 
man in fo extraordinary a phenomenon, 
followed my wife, and afked her if fhe 
had indeed ordered the cloth to be laid in 
the barn: fhe anfwered in the affirmative ; 
upon which Mrs. Francis declared fhe 
would not difpute her pleafure, but it was 
the firft time, fhe believed, that quality 
had ever preferred a barn to a houfe. She 
fhewed at the fame time the moft preg- 
nant marks of contempt, and again Jament- 


ed the labour fhe had undergone, through | 
her 
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_ her ignorance of the abfurd tafte of her 
guefts. | | 


At length we were featéd in one of the 
moft pleafant {pots, I believe, in the king- 
dom, and were regaled with our beans 
and bacon, in which there was nothing, 
deficient but the quantity. This defect 
was, however, fo deplorable, that we had 
confumed our whole difh, before we liad 
vifibly leffened our hunger, We now 
waited with impatience the arrival of our 
fecond courfe, which neceffity and not 
luxury had dictated. This was a joint of 
mutton which Mrs. Francis had been or- 
dered to provide; but when being tired 
with expectation, we ordered our fervants 
to fee for fomething elfe, we were informed 
that there was nothing elfe; on which 
Mrs. Francis being fummoned, declared 
there was no fuch thing as mutton to be 
had at Ryde. When I expreffed fome 
aftonifhment at their having no butcher in 
a village fo fituated, fhe anfwered they 
kad a very good one, and one that killed 
all forts of meat in feafon, beef two or three 
times a year, and mutton the whole year 
round ; but that it being then, beans and 
peafe time, he killed no meat, by reafon he 
was fure of not {cling it. This fhe had not 
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thought worthy of communication, any 
more than that there lived a fifherman ac 
next door, who was then provided with 
pny of foals, and whitings, and lobfters, 
ar fuperior to thofe which adorn a city- 


feaft. This difcovery being made by ac- 


cident, we completed the beft, the plea- 
fanteft, and the merrieft meal, with more. 
appetite, more real, folid luxury, and 
more feftivity, than was ever feen in an. | 
entertainment at White’s. 


_ It may be wondered at, perhaps, that 
Mrs. Francis fhould be fo negligent of 
providing for her guefts, as fhe may feem 
to be thus inattentive to her own intereft : 
but this was not the cafe; for having clapt a 
poll-tax on our heads at our arrival, and 
determined at what price to difcharge our 
bodies from her houfe, the lefs fhe fuf- 
fered any other to fhare in the levy, the 


clearer it came into her own pocket ; and 


that it was better to get twelve pence in a 
fhilling than ten-pence, which Jatter would 
be the cafe if fhe afforded us fifth at any 
rate. | : | 


- Tuus we paft a moft agreeable day, 
owing to good appetites and good humour; 
two hearty feeders, which will devour 
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with fatisfaction whatever food you place 


before them: whereas without thefe, the 


elegance of St. James’s, the charde, the 
perigord-pye, or the ortolan, the veni- 


fon, the turtle, or the cuftard, may 


titillate- the throat, but will never convey 
happinefs to the heart, or cheerfulnefs to 
the countenance. | 


As the wind appeared {till immoveable, 


my wife propofed my lying on fhore. I 
‘prefently agreed, tho’ in defiance of an act 


of parliament, by which perfons wandering 
abroad, and lodging in alehoufes, are de- 


creed to be rogues and vagabonds; and _ 


this too after having been very fingularly 
officious in putting that law in execution. 


My wife having reconnoitred the houfe, 


reported, that there was one room in which 


were two beds. [t was concluded there- 
fore, that fhe and Harriet thould occupy 
one, and myflelf take poffeffion of the 
other. She added likewife an ingenious 
recommendation of this room, to one who 
had fo long been in a cabin, which it ex- 
actly refembled, as it was funk down with 
age on one fide, and was in the form of a 
fhip with gunnels to. | | 
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For my own part I] make little doube 
but this apartment was an ancient temple, 
built with the materials of a wreck, and, 
probably, dedicated to Neptune, in honour 
of tHE Buessine fent by him to the inha- 
bitants, juch bleffings having, in all ages, 
been verv common tothem. The timber 
employed in it confirms this opinion, be- 
ing fuch as is feldom ufed by any but fhip- 
builders. 1 do not find, indeed, any mene 
tion of this matter in Hern; but, per- 
haps, its antiquity was too mocern to de- 
ferve his notice. Certain it is that this 
iNand of Wight was not an early cony 
vert to chriftianity; nay, there is fome 
reafon to doubt whether it was ever en- 
tirely converted. But ‘I have only time to 


_ touch flightly on hg of this kind,which, © 
1a 


Juckily for us, we have a fociety. whofe 
peculiar profeffion it is to difcufs and 
develope. | 


Sunday, Fuly 19. THis morning early 

I fummoned Mts, Francis, in order to pay 
her the preceding day’s account. As J 
could recollect only two or three articles, 
] thought there was no neceflity of pen 
and ink. In a fingle inftance only = 
at 
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had exceeded what the law allows gratis to 
a fvot foldier on his march, viz. vinegar, 
Jult, &c. and dreffing his meat, I found, 
however, [ was miftaken in my calcula- 
tion; for when the good woman attended 
with her bill, it contained as follow. . 


l. 8: de 

Bread and beer —— O 2 4 
Wind Oo 2 0 
Rum ~— —- oO 2 0 
Dreffing dinner — 0 3.0 
Tea Oo 1 6 
Firing — = oO 1 Oo 
Lodging ©. —_—— o 1 6 
Servants lodging — oo 6. 
£0 13 10 
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Now that five people, and two fervants 


fhould live a day and night at a public 


houfe for fo {mall a fam, will appear in- 
credible to any perfon in London above 
the degree of -a chimney-fweeper; but 
more altonifhing will it feem, that thefe 
people fhould remain fo long at fuch a 
houfe, without tafting any other delicacy 
than bread, fimall beer, a tea cup tull of 
milk called cream, a glals of rum con- 


and 
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and one bottle of wind, of which we only 
_ tafted a fingle glafs, tho’ poflibly, indeed, 
our fervants drank the remainder of the 
bottle. | | —_ 


Tis wind is a liquor of Englifh manu- 
facture, and its flavour is thought very 


delicious by the generality of the Englith, 


who drink it in great quantities. Every 
feventh year is thought to produce as 


much as the other fix. It is then drank . 


fo plentifully, that the whole nation are in 


a manner intoxicated by it, and confe- | 


quently, very little bufinefs is carried on 
at that feafon, — 


Ir refembles in colour the red wine, 
which is imported from Portugal, as it 
doth in its intoxicating quality; hence, 
and from this agreement in the orthogra- 
phy, the one is often confounded with 
the other, tho’ both are feldom efteemed 
by the fame perfn, It is to be had in 
every parifh of the kingdom, and a pretty 
large quantity is confumed in the metro- 
polis, where feveral taverns are fet apart 
folely for the vendition of this liquor, the 
matters never dealing in any other. 
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Tue difagreement in our computation 
produced fome fmall remonftrance to Mrs. 
Francis on my fide; but this received an 
immediate anfwer, ¢ She fcorned to over- 
charge gentlemen: her houfe had been 
always frequented by the very beft 
gentry of the ifland; and fhe had 
never had a bill found fault with in her 
life, tho’ fhe had lived upwards of forty 
years in the houfe, and within that time 
the greateft gentry in Hampfhire had 
been at it, and that Lawyer Willis never 
went to any other, when he came to 
thofe parts. That for her part fhe did not 
get her livelihood by travellers, who were 
oone and away, and fhe never expected 
to fee them more, but that her neigh- — 
bours might come again; wherefore, to 
« be fure, they had the only right to com- 
* plain.’ | 


pe a on a a. a, ee, eS 


SHE was proceeding thus, and fpom her 
volubility of tongue feemd likely to 
ftretch the difcourfe to an imm«derate . 
length, when I fuddenly cut all thort by 
paying the bill. : 

THIs morning our ladies went to church, 
more, I fear, from curiofity than religion ; 

Fo5 they 
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they were attended by the captain in a 
— moft military attire, with his cockade in 

his hat, and his fword by his fide. So 
unufual an appearance in this little chappel 
drew the attention of all prefent, and, 
probably, difconcerted the women, who 
were in difhabille, and wifhed ‘themfelves 
dreft, for the fake of the curate, who was 
. the greateft of their beho!ders. 


Waite I was left alone I received a . 


vifit from Mr. Francis himfelf, who was 
-much more confiderable as a farmer, than 
as an innholder. Indeed he left the latter 
entirely to the care of his wife, and he 
atted wifely, I believe, in fo doing. 


As nothing, more remarkable paft on 
this day, 1 will clofe it with the account 
of thefe two characters, as far as a few 
days refidénce could inform me of them. 
If they fhou'd appear as new to the reader 
as they did to me, he will net be apa 
at finding them here. 


Tris amiable couple feemed to border 
hard on their grand climacteric ; nor in- 
de@d were they fhy of owning enough to 
- fix their ages within a year or two of that 
time. They appeared to be rather prone 

| O 
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of having employed their time well, than 
afhamed of having lived fo long; the 
only reafon which I could ever affign, why 
fome fine. ladies, and fine gentlemen too, 
fhould defire to be thought younger than 


they really are by the cotemporaries of 
-their grand childcen. Some, indeed, who 
‘too haftily credit dppearances, might doubt 


whether they had made fo good a ufe of 


‘their time as I would infinuate, &nce 
‘there was no appearance of any thing but 
‘poverty, want, and wretchednefs about 
‘their houfe; nor could they produce any - 
‘thing to a cuftomer in exchange for his 


mon:y, but a few bottles of wind, and 
{pirituous liquors, and fome very bad ale, 


‘to drink; with rufty bacon and worfe 


cheefe to eat. But then it fhould be con- 


Sidered, on the other fide, that whatever 


they received was almoft as entirely clear 
profit as the bleffing of a wreck itfelf; fuch 
an inn being the very reverfe of a coffee- 
houfe: for here you can neither fit for 


nothing, nor have any thing for your 


moncy. 


AGAIN, as many marks of want a- 
hounded every where, fo were the..marks 


of antiquity vifible.. Scarce any thing was 


to be feen which had not fome {car upsn 
| } ify 
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it, made by the handof time; not an 
utenfil, it was manifeft, had been pur- . 
chafed within a dozen years laft paft; fo 
that whatever money had come into the 
houfe during that period, at leaft, muft 
have remained in it, unlefs it- had been 
fent abroad for food, or other perifhable 
commodities; but thele were fupplied by 
a {mall portion of the fruits of the farm, 
in which the farmer allowed he had a very 
_good bargain. In fact, it is inconceivable 
what fums may be collected by ftarving 
only, and how eafy it is for a man to die 
rich, if he will but be contented to live 
miferable. | 


Nor is there in this kind of ftarving 
any thing fo terrible as fome apprehend. 
Ye neither waftes a man’s fiefh, nor robs 
him of his cheerfulnefs. The famous 
Cornaro’s cafe well proves the contrary, 
and fo did farmer Francis, who was of 2 
round ftature, had a plump round face, 


» - with a kind of fmile on it, and feemed to 


borrow an air or wretchednefs, rather from 
his coat’s age, than from his own 


. Tue truth is, there is a certain diet 
which emaciates men more than any pof- 
fible degree of abftinence ; tho’ I do not 

: rem: mber 
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remember to have feen any caution againft 
it, either in Cheney, Arbuthnot, or in 
any other modern writer on regimen. 
Nay, the very name is not, I believe, in 
the learned Dr. James’s dictionary; al] 
which is the more extraordinary, as it isa 
very common food in this kingdom, and 
the college themfelves were not long fince 
very liberally entertained with it, by the 


_prefent attorney and other eminent law- 


yers, in Lincoln’s-inn hall, and were al 
made horribly fick by it. 7 


But though it fhould not be found 
among our Englifh phyfical writers, we 
may be affured of meeting with it among 
the Greeks; for nothing confiderable in 
nature efcapes their notice ; though many 
things confiderable in them, it is to be 
feared, have efcaped the notice of their 
readers, ‘The Greeks then, to all fuchas 
feed too voracioufly on this diet give thename 
of Heavuroraci, which our phyficians 
will, I fuppofe,° tranflate men that eat 
themfelves. | 


As nothing is fo deftructive to the body 
as this kind of food, fo nothing is fo plen- | 
tiful and cheap; but it. was perhaps the 
only cheap thing the farmer difliked. Pro- 

bably 
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bably living much on fifth might produce 
this difguft ; for Diodorus Siculus attri- 
butes the fame averfion in a people of 
/Ethiopia to the fame caufe: he calls them 
the fifh-eaters ; and afferts, that they can- 
not be brought to eat a fingle meal wich 
the Heautofagi by any perfuafion, threat, 
or violence whatever, not even though they 
fhould kill their children before their faces. 


Wuart hath puzzled our phyficians, and 
prevented them from fetting this matter 
in the cleareft light, is poffibly one fimple 
‘miftake, pay es a very excufable ig- 
norance ; that the paffions of men are ca- 
pable of fwallowing food as well as their 
appetites ; that the former, in feeding re- 
femble the ftate of thofe animals who chew 
the cud; and therefore, fuch men, in fome 
fenfe, may be faid to prey on themfelves, and 
as it were, to devour their own enttails. 
And hence enfues a meagre afpect, and 
thin habit of body, as furely as from what 
is called a confumption. 


_ Our farmer was one of thefe. He had 
no more paffion than an Ichthuofagus or 
Ethiopian fifher. He wifhed not for any 
thing, thought not of any thing; indeed 
he fearce did any thing, or faid any thing. 

ON Here 
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Here I cannot be underftood ftrictly; for 
then I muft defcribe a non-entity, whereas 
I would rob him of nothing but that 
free-agency which is the caufe of all the 
corruption, and of all the mifery of hu- 
man nature. No man, indeed, ever did 
more than the farmer, for he was an abfo- 
lute flave to labour all the week; but in 
truth, as my fagacious reader muft have 
at firft apprehended, when I faid, he re- 
figned the care of the houfe to his wife, I 
meant more than I then exprefied ,; even 
the houfe and all that belonged to it; for 
he was really a farmer, only under the di- 
rection of his wife. In a word, fo com- 
_— fo ferene, fo placid a countenance, 
never faw; and he fatisfied himfelf by 
an{wering to every queftion he was afked ; 
‘© I don’t know any thing about it, ‘Sir, I 
“ Jeaves all thatto my wife” = 


_ Now asa couple of this kind would, 
like two veffels of oil, have made ‘no 
compofition inlife, and for want of all favour 
muft have palled every tafte; nature, or 
fortune, or bak of them, took care to 
provide a fo quantity of acid, in the 
materials that formed the wife, and to ren- 
der her a perfect Help-mate for fo trahquil 


a hufband. She abounded in siasinai 
- he 
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he was defective; that is to fay, in almoft 
every thing. She was indeed as vinegar to 
oil, or a brifk wind to a ftanding-pool, 
and preferved all from ftagnation and cor- 
ruption. 


Quin the player, on taking a nice and 
fevere furvey of a fellow-comedian, burft 
forth into this exclamation, ‘ If that fel- 
. §© low be not a rogue, God Almighty doth 
“< not write a legible hand.” Whether he 
gueffed right or no, is not worth my while 
to examine. Certain it is, that the latter 
having wrought his features into a proper 
harmony to become the characters of Jago, 
Shylock, and others of the fame caft, gave 
us a femblance of truth to the obfervation, 
that was fufficient to confirm the wit of 
it. Indeed, we may remark, in favour of 
the phyfiognomift, though the law has 
made him a rogue and vagabond, that 
nature is feldom curious in her works 
within; without employing fome little 
pains on the outfide; and this more par- 
ticularly in mifchievous charucters, in form- 
ing, which, as Mr. Derham obferves, in 
venomous infects, as the fting or faw of a 
wafp, fhe is fometimes wonderfully induf- 
trious. Now, whin fhe hath thus com- 
pletely armed her hero, to carry on a war 

with 
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with man, fhe never fails of furnifhing that 
innocent lambkin with fome means of 
knowing his enemy, and forefeeing his 
defigns. Thus fhe hath been obferved to 
act in the cafe of arattle-fnake, which ne- 
ver meditates a human prey without giv- 
ing warning of his approach. 


| Tus obfervation will, I am convinced, 
hold moft true, if applied to the moft ve- 
nomous individuals of human infeéts. A 
tyrant, a trickfter, and a bully, generally 
wear the marks of their feveral difpotitions 
in their countenances; fo do the vixen, 
the fhrew, the fcold, and all other females 
of the like kind. But, perhaps, nature - 
had never afforded a ftronger example of 
all this, than in the cafe of Mrs. Francis. 
She was a fhort, fquat woman ; her head 
was clofely joined to her fhoulders, where 
it was fixed fomewhat awry ; every feature 
of her countenance was fharp and pointed ; 
her face was furrowed with the fmall- 
pox; and her complexion, which feemed 


° to be able to turn milk to curds, not a 


little refembled in colour fuch milk as hed 
already undergone that operation. She 
appeared indeed to have many fymptoms 
of a deep jaundice in her look; but the 

| ftrength — 
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{trength and firmnefs of her.voice over- 
balanced them all; the tone of this was a 
fharp treble at a diftance, for, I feldom 
heard it on the fame floor ; but was ufually 
waked with ic in the morning, and enter- 
tained with it almoft continually through 
the whole day. | 


. Tuoucu vocal be ufua!ly put in oppo. 
fition to inftrumental mufic; I queftion 
whether this might not be thought to par- 
take of the nature of both; for the played 
on two inftruments, which fhe feemed to 
keep for no other ufe from morning till 
night; thefe were two maids, or rather 
{colding-ftocks, whe, I fuppofe, by fome 
means or other, earned their board, and 
fhe gave them their lodging gratis, or 
for no other fervice than to keep her lungs 
in conftant exercife. 


Sue differed, as I have faid, in every par- 
ticular from her hufband; but very re- 
markabl!y in this, that as it was impoffible 
to difpleafe him, fo it was as impoffible to 
pleafe her; and as no art could remove a 
{mile from his countenance, fo could no 
art carry it into hers. If her bills were 
remonftrated againft, fhe was offended 
with the tacit cenfure of her nes 

i 
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if they were not,. fhe feemed to regard it 


as a tacit farcafm on her folly, which 
might have fet down larger prices with the 
fame fuccefs. On this latter hint the did’ 
indeed improve ; for fhe daily raifed fome 
of her articles. A pennyworth of fire was | 
to-day rated at a fhilling, to-morrow at 
eighteen-pence ; and if fhe dreft us two 
difhes for two fhillings on the Saturday, 
we paid half a crown for the cookery of | 
one on the Sunday ; and wherever fhe was 
paid, fhe never left the room without la- 
menting the {mall amount of her bill; 
faying, fhe knew not how it was that others 
got their money by gentlefolks, but for 
ber part fhe had not the art of iz. When 
fhe was afked, why the complained, when . 
fhe was paid all fhe demanded, fhe an- 

{wered, Are could not deny that, nor did 
fhe know fhe omitted any thing, but that 
it was but.a poor bill for gentlefalks to 


pays 


I accounTep for all this by her. having, 
heard, that it is a maxim with the princi- 
pal innholders on the continent, to levy. 
confiderable furs on their guefts, who tra- 


vel with many horfes and fervants, though 


fuch guefts fhou!d eat little or nothing in: 
their houfes. The method being, I be- 
lieve, 
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lieve, in fuch cafes, to lay a capitation on 
the horfes, and not on their mafters. But 
fhe did not confider, that in moft of thefe 
inns a very great degree of hunger, with- 
out any degree of delicacy, may be fatis- 
fied; and that in. all fuch inns there 
is fome appearance, at leaft, of provifion; 
as well as of a man cook to drefs it, one 
of the hoftlers being always furnifhed with. 
a cook’s cap, waiftecoat and apron, ready 


to attend gentlemen and ladies on their — 


fummons ; that the cafe therefore of fuch 
inns differed from hers, where there was 
nothing to eat orto drink; and in reality 


‘no houfe to inhabit, no chair to ft upon,nor 


any bed to lie in; that one third or fourth 
part therefore of the levy impofed at inns. 
was in truth a higher tax than the whole. 
was when laid on in the other, where, in 
order to raife a fmall fum, a man is ob-. 
liged to fubmit to pay as many various 
ways for the fame thing as he doth to the 
government, for the light which enters 
through his own window into his own 
houfe, from his own eftate; fuch are the 
articles of bread and beer, firing, eating, 
and dreffing dinner. ; 

_ Tue foregoing is a very imperfect fketch 
of this extraordinary couple; for every 
° | thing 
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thing is here lowered inftead of being 
heightened. Thofe who would fee them fet 
forth in more lively colours, and with the 
proper ornaments, may read the defcrip- 
tions of the furies in fome of the claffical 
poets, or of the ftoic philofophers in the 
works of Lucian, 


Monday Fuly 20. Tus day nothing re- 
markable pafled ; Mrs. Francis levied a tax 
of fourteen fhillings for the Sunday. We 
regaled ourfelves at dinner with venifon 
and good claret of our own; and, inthe 
afternoon, the women, attended by the 
Captain, walked to fee a delighful fcene 
two miles diftant, with the beauties of 
which they declared themfelves moft 
highly charmed at their return, as well as 
with the goodnefs of the lady of the man- 
fion, who had flipt out of the way, that. 
my wife and her company might refreth 
themfelves with the flowers and fruits 
with which her garden abounded. 


Tucfday, July 21. Tis day, hays 
ing paid our taxes of yefterday, we were 
permitted to regale ourfelves with more ve- 
nifon. Some of this we would willingly 
have exchanged for mutton; but no fuch 
flefh was to be had nearer than poe 

| rom 
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from whence it would have coft more to 
convey a joint to us, than the freight of a 
Portugal ham from Lifbon to London 
amounts to: for tho’ the water-carriage 
be fomewhat cheaper here than at Deal, 
yet can you find no waterman who will go 
on board his boat, unlefs by two or three 
hours rowing he can get drunk for the re- 
fidué of the week. 


Anp here J have an opportunity which 
poffibly may not offer again, of publifh- 
ing fome obfervations on that political ce- 
conomy of this nation, which, as it con- 
cerns only the regulation of the mob; is 
below the notice of our great men; tho’, 
on the due regulation of this order de- 
pend many emoluments which the great 
men themfelves, or, at leaft, many who 
tread clofe on their heels, may enjoy, as — 
well as fome dangers, which may fome 
time or other arife from introducing a 
pure ftate of anarchy among them. I 
will reprefent the cafe as it appears to me 
very fairly and impartially between the 
mob and their betters. : 


Tue whole mifchief which infects this 
part of our oeconomy, arifes from the 


vague and uncertain ufe of a word called 
3 ~ Liberty, 
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Liberty, of which, as fcarce any two men 
with whom I have ever converfed, feem 
to have one and the fame idea, I am in- 
clined to doubt whether there be any fimple 
univerfal notion reprefented by this word, 
or whether it conveys any clearer or more 
’ determinate idea,:than fome of thofe old 
punic compofitions of fyllables, prefer- 
ved in one of the comedies of Plautus, 
but at prefent, as [ conceive, not fuppofed 
to be underftood by any one. 


By liberty, however, I apprehend, is 
commonly underftood the power of do- 
ing what we pleafe: not abfolutely ; for 
then it would be inconfiftent with law, 
by whofe control the liberty of the 
freeft people, except only the Hottentots 
and wild Indians, muft always be re- 
ftrained. 


« But, indeed, however largely we ex- 
tend, or however moderately we confine 
the fenfe of the word, no politician will, 
I prefume, contend that it is to pervade 
in an equal degree, and be with the fame 
extent enjoyed by every member of fo- 
ciety; no fuch polity having been ever 
found, unlefs among thofe vile people juft 
before commemorated. Among the —— 
_ an 
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and Romans, the fervile and free condi- 
tions were oppofed to each other ; and no 
man who had the misfortune to be enrol- 
led under the former, could lay any claim 
to liberty, ’cill the right was conveyed to 
him by that mafter whofe flave he was, 
either by the means of conqueft, of pur- 
chafe, or of birth. — 


' Tuts was the ftate of all the free nations 
in the world ; and this, ’till very lately, © 
was underftood to be the cafe of our own. 


I witt not indeed fay this is the cafe 
at prefent, the loweft clafs of our peo- 
ple having fhaken off all the fhackles 
of their fuperiors, and become not .on- 
ly as free, but even freer, than moft 
of their fuperiors. I believe it cannot be 
doubted, tho’ perhaps we have no recent 
inftance of it, that the perfonal attendance 
of every man who hath 3001. per annum, 
in parliament, is indifpenfibly his duty ; 
and that, if the citizens and burgeffes of 
any city or borough fhall chufe fuch a 
one, however reluctant he appear he may 
be obliged to attend, and be forcibly 


", brought to his duty by the ferjeant at 


arMsS. 
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Acatn, there are numbers of fubordi- 
mate offices, fome of which are of bur-. 
then, and others of expence in the civil 
government : all of which, perfons who 
are qualified, are liable to have impofed 
on them, may be obliged to undertake 
and properly execute, notwithftanding any 
bodily labour, or even danger, to which they 
may fubject themfelves, under the penalty 
of fines and imprifonment ; nay, and what 
may appear fomewhat hard, may becompel- 
led to fatisfy the loffes which are eventu-* 
ally incident to that of fheriff in particu- 
lar, out of their own private fortunes; and 
tho’ chis fhould prove the ruin of a fami- 
ly, yet the public, to whom the price is 
due, incurs no debt or obligation to pre- 
ferve its officer harmlefs, let his inno- 
cence fhould appear ever fo clearly. 


I purpose.y omit the mention of thofe 
military or militiary duties, which our old 
confticution laid upon its greateft mem- 
bers. Thefe might, indeed, fupply their 

ofts with fome other able-bodied men; 
ut, if no fuch could have been found, 
the obligation neverthelefs remained, and 
‘ they were compellable to ferve in their 
own proper perfons. = ee 
G- THE 
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THE cor one, therefore, who is-poffef- 
fed of abfolute liberty, is the loweft mem- 
ber of the fociety, who, if he prefers hun-. 
ger or the wild product of the fields, 
hedges, Janes and rivers, with the indul- 
gence of eafe and lazinefs, to a food a little. 
more. delicate, but purchafed at the ex-. 
pence of labour, may lay himfelf under. 
a fhade ; nor can be forced to take the. 
other alternative from that which he hath,, 
-T will not affirm whether wifely or foolifhly,. 
ehofen. en 
Herz I may, perhaps, be reminded of 
the laft vagrant act, where all fuch per- 
fons are compellable to work for the ufu- 
‘al and, accuftomed wages allowed in the. 
place ; but this is a claufe little known to 
the juftices of the peace, and leaft likely, 
to be executed by thofe who do know it, 
as they know likewife that, it is formed on. 
the antient power of the juftices to fix and 
fettle thefe wages every year, making proper 
allowances for the fcarcity and plenty of 
the times, the cheapnefs and dearnefs of 
the place; and that the ufual and accuj- 
tomed wages, are words without any force ~ 
or meaning, when there are no fuch; but 
‘every man {punges ~ raps whatever he. 
8 " "can 
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‘can get; and will haggle as long and 
ftruggle as hard to cheat his employer of 
two pence in a day’s labour, as an honeft 


‘tradefman will -to cheat his cuftomers of 
‘the fame fum in a yard of cloth or filk. - 


Tris a great pity ther that this power, of | 


_ rather this practice, was not revived ;° but 


this having been fo long omitted, that ir is 
‘become. obfolete, will be beft done by a 
new law, in which this power, as well as 
the confequent power of forcing the poor to 
dabour at a moderate and reafonable rate, 
fhould be well confidered, and their execu- 


- tion facilitated : for gentlemen who givé 


their time-and labour gratis, and even vo- 
luntarily, to the public, have a right to ex- 
pect that aH their buftnefs be made as eafy.as 
poffible s and to enact laws without doing 
this, is to fill eur ftatute-books, much 
too full already, ftill fuller with ‘dead let- 
ter, of no ufe but to the printer of the acts 
of parliament. © a | 


Tsar theevil which I have here pointed 


 .at is of itfelf worth abana is, | appre- 


hend, no fubject of difpute : for why fhould 
any perfons in diftrefs be deprived of the af- 
fiftance of their feHow-fubyjects, when they 
are willing amply to reward them for their 

' G Jabour ? 
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labour ? or, why fhould the loweft of the 
people be permitted to.exact ten times the 
value of their.work ? For thofe exactions 
encreafe with the degrees of neceffity in 
their object, infomuch that on the former 
fide many are horribly impofed upon, and 
that often in no trifling matters, I was 
very well affured that at Deal no lefs than 
ten guineas was required, and paid by the 
fupercargo of an Indiaman, for carry- 
ing him on board two miles from the 
fhore, when fhe was juft ready to fail; fo 
that his neceffity, as his pillager well un- 
derftood, was abfolute. Again, many o- 
thers whofe indignation will not fubmit to 
fuch plunder, are forced to refufe the af- 
fiftance, tho’ they are often great fufferers 
by fo doing. On the latter fide, the low- 
eft of the people are encouraged in lazinefs 
and idlenefs ; while they live by a twenti- 
eth part of the labour that ought to main- 
tain them, which is diametrically oppofite 

totheintereft of the public; for that requires 
a great deal to be done, not to be paid, 
s a little. And moreover, they’are con- 
firm’d in habits of exaction, and are taught 
to confider the diftrefles of their fuperiors 
as their own fair emolument. 


Bur 
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But.enough of this matter, of which I 
at firft intended only to: convey a hint to 
thofe.who are alone capable of applying 
the remedy, tho’ they are the laft to whom 
the notice of thofe evils would occur, with 
out fome fuch monitor as myfelf, who am 
forced totravel about the world in the form 
of a paffenger. I cannot but fay I heartily 
with our governors would attentively confi- 
der this method of fixing the price of la- 
bour; and by that means of compelling the 
poor to work, fince the due execution of 
fuch powers will, 1 apprehend, be found 
the true and only means of making them 
ufeful, and of advancing trade, from its 
prefent vifibly declining {tate, to the height 
to which Sir William Petyt, in his Politi. 
cal Arithmetic, thinks it capable of being 
carried. | 

In the afternoon the lady of the above. 
mentioned manfion called at our inn, and 
left her compliments to us with Mrs. Fran- 
cis, with an affurance,.that while we con- 
tinued wind-bound in that place, where 
fhe feared we could be but indifferently ac- 
commodated, we were extremely welcome 
to the ufe of any thing which her garden 
or her houfe afforded. So polite a mef- 

oo ae {age 
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fage convinced us, in fpite of fome ar 
guments to.the contrary, that we were 
mot on the coaft of Africa, or on fome 
iffand where the few favage inhabitants. 
have little of human in them befides their 


torm. 


Anp here I mean nothing lefs than to. 
derogate from the merit of.this lady, who. 


is not only extremely polite in her beha- 


viour. to ftrangers of her own rank, but 
fo extremely good and charitable to all 


her. poor neighbours, who ftand in need of 


her affiftance, that fhe hath the univerfal 
love and praifes of all who live ‘near her. 
But, in reality, how little doth the acqui- 
fition of fo valuable a character, and the 
full indulgence of fo worthy a difpofition, 
‘coft thofe who poffefs ic? Both are ac- 
complifhed by the very offals which fall, 
from atable moderately plentiful. That 
they are enjoyed therefore by fo few, arifes. 
truly from there being fo few who-have any: 
fuch difpofition to gratify, or who aim at 
any fuch character. 


Wednefday, Fuly 22. THis morning, 
‘after having been mulcted as ufual, we 
difpatched a fervant with proper acknow- 
ledaments, of the lady’s goodnefs ; but 

| confined, 
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‘confined our wants entirely to the produt- 
‘tions of her garden. He foon returned, in 
company with the gardener, both richly 
‘laden with almoft every particular which 
-a garden at this moft fruitful feafon of the 
year produces. : 


WutLe we were tregaling ourfelvés 
_ with thefe, towards the clofe of our din- 
ner, we received orders from our comman- 
der, who had dined that day with fome in- 
ferior officers on board a man of.war, to 
‘return inftantly to the fhip ; for that the 
‘wind was become favourable, and he 
fhould weigh that evening. Thefe orders 
were foon followed by the captain him- 
felf, who was ftill in’ the uemoft hurry} 
-tho’ the oecafion of it had long fince ceaf- 
ed: for the wind had, - indeed, -a@ little . 
fhitted that afternoon, but was before this. 
very quietly fet down in its old quarters. 


Tas laft was a lucky hit for me: for, 
as the captain, to whofe orders we refolvéd' — 
to pay no obedience, unlefs delivered by 
himfelf, did not return. till paft fix; fo 
“much time feemed requifite. to put up the: 
‘furniture of our bed-chamber or dining- 

room, for almoft every article, even to: 
‘fome of: the chairs, were either our 
QA | ‘CANT, 
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_ -own or the captain’s. property ; fo muck 
‘more in conveying it as.well as my felf, as 
dead a luggaze as any, to the fhore, and 
thence to the fhip, that the night threat- 
ned firft to overtake us. A terrible circum- 
{tance to me, in my decayed condition ; efpe- 
cially as very heavy fhowers of rain, attend- 
-ed with a high wind, continued to fall incef- 
fantly ; the being carried through which 
two miles in the dark, in a-wet and open 

boat, feemed little lefs than certain death.. 


_. However, as my commander was ab- 
. folute, his orders peremptory, and my o- 
bedience neceflary, I refolved to avail 
myfelf of a philofophy which hath been 
of notable ufe to me in the latter part of 
_my life, and which is contained in’ this 
hemiftich of Virgil. | 


7 —Superanda omnis fortuna ferendo eft. 


The meaning of which, if Virgil had any, 
, Ithink I rightly underftood and rightly ap- 
_ plied. | oo 
. As I was therefore to be entirely paffive 

in my. motion, I refolved to abandon my- 

felf to the conduct of thofe who were to 

_ Carry me into a cart when it returned from 

, unloading the goods. 
Rut 
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But ee this i captain perceiving 
what had happened in theclouds, and that the 
wind remained as much his enemy as ever, 
came up ftairs to me, with a reprieve till 
the morning. This was, I own, very agree- 
able news, and I little regreted the trou- 
ble of refurnithing my apartment, by fend- 
ing back for the goods. 


Mars. Francis was not well pleafed with 
this. As fhe underftood the reprieve to | 
be only till the morning, fhe faw nothing 
but lodging to be poffibly added, out of 
which fhe was to deduct fire and candle, 
and the rémainder, fhe thought, would 
{carce pay her for hertrouble. She exerted 
therefore all the ill humour of which fhe 
was miftrefs, and did all fhe could to 
thwart and perplex vey mune during the 
whole evening. 


Thurfday, Fuly 23. Earcy in the morn- 
ing the captain, who had remained on 
fhore all night, came to vifit us, and to 
prefs us to make hafteon board. ‘ Iam 
* refolved,’ fays he, * not to lofe a mo- 
‘ ment, now the wind is coming about 
‘ fair : for my own part, I never was furer 
© of a wind in all my life.’ I ufe his very 

G5 words ; 
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words; nor will I. prefume to. interpret 
‘er comment upon them farther, than by 
-obferving that they were fpoke in the ut-- 
‘moft hurry. 


’ We promifed to be ready as-foon asbreak-. 
faft wasover; but this: was not fo foon as was- 
expected > for in remeving our goods the- 
evening before, the tea-cheft. was unhap-. 
pily loft. | 


Every place was immediately fearched,.. 
and many where it was impoffible for ic 
to bes: for this was'a lofs of much greater. 
confequence than it may at figft feem to. 
many of my. readers. Ladies and valetu-.- 
‘dinarians: do not eafily: difpenfe with the- 
ufe of this: fovereign cordial,.in a fingle- 
inftance ; but to-undertake a long voyage: 
without any probability. of. being fupplied 
with it the whole way,. was: above the 
reach of patience. And yet, dreadful as: 
this calamity was, it feemed unavoidable, 
The whole town of Ryde could not fup- 
ply a fingle leaf; for as to what Mrs.. 

Francis and the fhop called by that name,. 
it was not of Chinefe rowth.. It did not 
indeed in the .leaft refemble tea, either in. 
- fmell or tafte, or in any particular, unlefs. 
in being a: leaf:. for. it was in truth no 
; = | other. 
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ether than a tobacco of the mundungus: 
Species. ' And as for the hopes of relief in. 
‘any other port, they were not to-be de- 
pended upon; for the captain. had pofi- 
tively declared he was fure of a wind, and: 
would let go his anchor no.mopre till he 
arrived inthe Tajo 


Wauen. a good deal’ of time: had been: 
fpent, moft of it indeed wafted on thrs: 
occafion, a thought occurred, which every 
‘ene wondered at its not having prefented: 
itfelf the firft moment.. This was to apply: 
te.the good lady, who could not’ fail of. 
pitying and’ relieving fuch: diftrefs. A 
meflenger was. immediately difpatched,. 
with: an account of our misfortune, till: 
whofe return we employed ourfelves in. 
“preparatives. for our departure,. that we: 
might have nothing to. do but to fwallow’ 
_ our breakfaft when it arrived. The tea- 
cheft,. tho”? of no lefs confequence to us: 
than. the military cheft to a: general,. 
was given up as loft, or rather as ftolen. 
for tho” I would: not, for the world, men-- 
tion any particular name, it-is certain we: 
had fufpicions, and all, I am. afraid, fell: 
on. the famo perfon. 
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_ Tue man. returned from the worthy. 
-Jady with much expedition, and brought. 
with him a canifter of tea, difpatched with | 


fo true a generofity, as well as politenefs, 
-that if our voyage had been as long again, 
we fhould have incurred no danger of be- 
ing brought to a fhort allowance in this 
‘moft important article. At the very fame 
inftant likewife arrived William the foot- 
‘man, with our own tea-cheft. It had 
‘been, indeed, left in the hoy, when the 
‘other goods were re-landed, as William, 
‘when he firft heard it was miffing, had 
Sufpected ; and.whence, had not the owner 


of the hoy been unluckily out of the way, . 


he had retrieved it foon enough to 
have prevented our giving the lady an op- 
‘portunity of difplaying fome part of her 
goodnedis,. 


To. fearch the hoy was, indeed, too 
natural a fuggeftion to have efcaped any 
gne, nor did it efcape being mentioned by 
‘many of us; but we were diffuaded from 
it by my, wife’s maid,, who perfectly well 
-_semembered. fhe had left the cheft in. the 
bed-chamber ; for that fhe had. never given 
it out of her hand in her way to or from 


the hoy; but Wiliam, perhaps, knew the 
. hd j . 
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‘maid better, and beft underftood how far 
fhe was to be believed ; for otherwife he . 
‘would hardly of his own accord, after 
hearing her declarations, have hunted out 
the hoyman, oe much pains and diffi- 
culty. 


Txus ended this siete which begun: 
with fuch appearance of diftrefs, and ended 
with becoming the fubject of mirth and 
Jaughter. 


Novia now remained but to pay our 
taxes, which were indeed laid with incon- 
ceivable feverity. Lodging was raifed 
fix-pence, fire in the fame. proportion, and 
even. candles, which had hitherto efcaped, 
-were charged with a wantonnefs of impo- 
fition, from the beginning, and placed ur 
der the ftile of overfight. We were raifed 
a whole pound, whereas we had only 
burnt ten, in five nights, and the pound 
confifted of twenty-four. - 


LastLy,. an attempt was made, which 


~ almoft as far exceeds human credulity to 


believe, as. it- did human patience to fub- 
mit to. This was:to make us pay as 
.much for exifting an hour of two 


as tes deta: a whole day ; and, drefiing, 
: dinner 
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dinner was introduced as an article, tho” 
-we left the houfe before either pot or fpit 
had approached the fire. Here I own my 
patience failed me, and I became an ex- 
ample of the truth of the: obfervation, 
That all tyranny and oppreffion may be: 
carried too far, and.that a yoke may be: 
made too intolerable for the neck of the: 
tameft flave. When } remonftrated with: 
fome warmth againft this grievance, Mrs.. 
Francis gave me a look, and left.the room 
without making any anfwer.. She re- 
‘turned in a minute, running to me with: 
pen, ink, and paper in her hand, and de- 
fired me to make my own bill; for fhe 
hoped, fhe faid, I did not expect that her. 
houfe was to. be dirtied, and her goods. 
fpoiled and confumed for nothing. ‘* The 
© whole js but thirteen fhillings. Can 
“ gentlefolks lie a whole night at a pub« 
* lic houfe for lefs? If they can, I am 
* fure it is time to give off being a land- 
© lady: but pay me what you pleafe, I 
* would have people know that I value: 
* money as little as other folks. But I 
© was always a fool, as I fays to my huf-- 
“ band, and never. knows which fide my: 
«bread is buttered of* And yet to be 
“ fure your bonour fhall be my warning; 
* not to be. kit fo again. Some. folks. 
v4 * knows 
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© knows better than others fome, how to‘ 
¢ make their bills. Candles! why, yes,. 
*to be fure; why fhould not travellers 
* pay for candles? I am fure 1 pays for 
* my candles, and the chandler: pays the 
© King’s Mayjefty for them; and it he did 
« not, I muft, fo as it comes to the fame 
« thing in the end:. To be fure I am out. 

.* of: fixteens at prefent, but thefe burn as. 
‘white and as clear, tho’ not quite fo- 
«large. I expefts my. chandler here foon,. 
« or I would fend to Portfmouth, if your 
* honour was to- ftay any time ‘Jonger.. 
¢« But when folks ftays only for a wind,,. 
* you. knows, there can be no dependance: 
© on fuch:!? Here fhe put on a little fly- 
| nefs of afpeé, and feemed willing to: fub- 
mit to interruption: I interrupted her,, 
accordingly, by. throwing. down half a. 
guinea, and declared I-had no more Eng- 
lifh money, which was indeed true; and’ 
.as fhe could not immediately change the: | 
thirty-fix fhilling pieces, it put a final end. 
to.the difpute. Mrs. Francis foon left the: 
-soom, and we foon after left the houfe s. 
| - nor would. this good woman fe us,. or 
| with us a good voyage. 


<« I must not, however, quit this place;. 


_ where we had. been fo iil-treated, without 
; | doing, 


a 
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doing it impartial juftice, and recording 
_ what may with the ftricteft truth be fard 
inits favour. eee ok | 


.  Firsr then, as to its fituation, it is, 
I think, moft delightful, and in the moft 
pleafant fpot in the whole ifland. It ts 
true it wants the advantage of that beau- 
tiful river, which leads ron Newport to 
Cowes: but the profpect here extending 
to the fea, and taking in Portfmouth, 
Spithead, and St. Helen’s, would be more 
than a recompence for the lofs of the 
Thames itfelf, even in the moft delightful 
part of Berk thire or Buckingham bhhire, the’ 
another Denham, or another Pope, fhoukd 
unite in celebrating it. For my.own part, . 
I confefs myfelf fo entirely fond of a fea 
profpect, that I think nothing on the land 
can equal it; and if it be fet off with 
fhipping, I defire to borrow no ornament 
from the terra firma. A fleet of fhips is, 
in my opinion, the nobleft object which 
.the art of man hath ever. produced ; and 
far beyond the power of thofe archi- 
tects who deal in brick, in ftone, or in 
marble. | | | 


.  Wuen the JateSir Robert Walpole, one 
of the beft of men and of minifters, ufed 
| | £0 
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to equip us a yearly fleet at Spithead, his 
enemies. of tafte muft have allowed that 
he, at leaft, treated the nation with a fine 
fight for their money. A much finer, in- 
deed, than the fame expence im an en- 
campment could have produced. For 
what, indeed, is the beft idea which the 
profpect qf a number of hats can furnifa 
to the mind? but of a number of mea 
forming themfelves into a fociety, before 
the art of building more fubftantial houfes 
‘was known. This, perhaps, would be 
agreeable enough, but in truth, there is 
a much worfe idea ready to ftep in before 
it, and that is‘of a body of cut-throats, 
the fupports of tyranny, the invaders of 
the jult liberties and properties of man- 
kind, the plunderers of the induftrious, the 
ravifhers of the chafte, the murderers of 
the innocent, and, in a word, the de- 
ftroyers of the plenty, the peace, and the 
fafety of their fellow-creatures. | 


Anp what, it may be faid, are thefe 
men of war, which feem fo delightful an 
obje& to our eyes? Are they not alike 
the fuppore of tyranny, and oppreffion of 
innocence, carrying with them defolation 
and ruin wherever their malters pleafe to 
fend them. This is indeed too Ba ei 

ow- 
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however the fhip of war may, in its bulk 
and equipment, exceed the honeft mer- 
chant-man, I heartily wifh there was no 
neceffity for it; for tho’ Imuft own. the 
fuperior beauty of the object on one fide, 
I am more pleafed with the fuperior ex- 
cellence of the idea, which-I can-raife in 
my mind of the-other ; while J reflect on 
the art and induftry of mankind, engaged 
‘in the daily improvements of commerce, 
to the mutual benefit of all countries, and. 
to the eftablifhment and happinefs of focial 
life po tes 
_ Tus. pleafant village is: fituated on 2 
gentle afcent fromthe: water, whence it 
-affords that charming profpe&t I Have 
above defcribed. Its foilis a gravel, which 
-affifted with its declivity, preferves it al- 
-ways fo.dry, that immediately after the 
‘moft violent rain, a fine lady may walk 
without wetting her filken fhoes. ‘Fhe 
fertility of the place is apparent from its 
‘extraordinary verdure, and it is fo fhaded 
with large and flourifhing elms, that. its 
‘harrow lanes are a natural grove or walk, 
which in the regularity of ‘its plantation. 
vies with the power of art, and in its wan. 
ten exuberancy greatly exceeds it.. i 
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In a field, in: the afcent of this hill,. 
about a quarter of a mile from the fea, _ 
ftands a neat little chapel. It is very {mal}, 
‘but adequate to the number of inhabitants : 
for the parifh doth not feem to contain 
above thirty houles. 


| At about two miles diftane fron this. 
patifh, lives that polite and good lady to 
whofe kindnefg we were fo much obliged. 
it is placed on a hill, whofe bottom is 
wafhed by the fea, and which, from its 
eminence at top, commands a wiew of 
great part of the iflaod, as well as it does 
that of the oppofite fhore. This houfe 
-was formerly buile by ane Boyce, who 
from a. blackfmith at. Gofport, became 
poffefied, by great fuccefs in fmuggling, 
of 400001. With part of this he purchafed 
an eftate here, and by chance, probably, 
fixed on this {pot for building a large 
‘hou’e. Perhaps the convenience of car- 
rying on his bufinefs, to which it is fo 
well adapted, might dictate the fituation 
’ to him. We can hardly, at leaft, attri- 
bute it to the fame tafte with which he 
furnifhed his houfe, or at leaft his library, 
by fending an order toa bookfeller in Lon- 
don, to pack him up 500 pound’s woe ee 
: is 
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his handfomeft books. They tell here fe« 
veral almoft incredible ftories of the igno- 
rance, the folly, and the pride which 
this poor man and his wife difcovered dur- 
ing the fhort continuanee of his profpe- 
rity; for he did not long efcape the fharp 
eyes of the revenue-folicitors, and was by 
extents from the Court of Exchequer, 
foon reduced below his original ftate, to 
that of confinement in the Fleet. All his 
effects were fold, and amoag the reft his 
books by an auction at Portimouth, for a 
“very {mall price ; for the bookfeller was 
now difcovered to have been perfectly a 
mafter of his trade, and relying on Mr. 
Boyce’s finding little time to read, had 
fent him not only the moft lafting wares 
_ Of his fhop, but duplicates of the fame, 
under different titles. | 


His eftate and houfe were purchafed by 
_a gentleman of thefe parts, whofe widow 
now enjoys them, and who hath improved 
them, particularly -her gardens, with fo 
elegant a tafte, that the painter who would. 
affift his imagination in the compofition of 
a moit exquifite landfchape, or the poet, 
who would defcribe an earthly paradife, 
could no where furnifh themfelves with a 
richer pattern. — | 


We 
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We left this place about eleven in the 
morning, and were again conveyed with 
more funfhine than wind aboard our fhip. 


 WueEnez our captain had acquired 
his power of prophecy, when he pro- 
mifed us and himfelf a profperous wind, 
J will not determine ; it is fufficient to 
obferve that he was a falfe prophet, and 
that the weathercocks continued ‘to point 
as before, 


He would not, however, fo eafily give 
vp his fkill in prediction. He perfevered 
in afferting that the wind was changed, 
and having weighed his anchor fell down 
that afternoon to St. Helen’s, which was 
at about the diftance of five miles; and 
whither his friend the tide, in defiance of 
the wind, which was moft manifeftly 
again{ft him, foftly wafted him in as many 
hours, : 


Here about feven in the evening, be- 
fore which time we could not procure it, 
we fat down to regale ourfelves with fome 
roafted veniion, which was much better 
dreft than we imagined it would be, and 
an excellent cold pafty which my viet 
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had made at Ryde, and which we had re- 
ferved uncut to eat on board our fhip, . 
whither we all. chearfully exulted in being 
returned from the prefence of Mrs. Francis, 
who, by the exact refemblance fhe bore to 
4 fury, feemed to have been with no great 
“propriety fettled in paradife. 


in Friday, Fulyr4. As we paffed by Spithead 
on the preceding evening, we faw the two 
regiments of foldiers who. were juft returned 
from Gibraltar and Minorca; and this day a 
lieutenant belonging to one of them, whe 
was the captain’s nephew, came to pay a vifit 
to hisuncle. He was what is called by fome 
a very pretty fellow; indeed much too pret- _ 
ty a fellow at his years; for he was turned 
of thirty-four, though his addrefs and 
converfation would have become him more 
before he had reached twenty. In his con- 
verfation, it is true, there was fomething 
military enough, as it confifted chiefly of 
oaths, and of the great ‘actions and wife 
fayings of Jack, and Will, and Tom of 
our regiment, a phrafe eternally in his 
mouth ; and he feemed to conclude, that 
it conveyed to all the officers. fuch a degree 
of public notoriety and importance, that 
it intitled him, like the head -of a profef- 
fion, or a firft minifter, to be the fubject of 

: | converfation 
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liable to converfe familiarly with a lieute- 
nant, than of being miftaken in his judg- 
ment of a fool; which was not, perhaps, 
fo certainly the cafe of the worthy 
Keutenant, who, in declaring to us the 
qualifications which recommended men to 
his countenance and converfation, as well 
as what effectually fet a bar to all hopes 
of that honour, exclaimed, * No, Sir, by 
*‘ the D—, I hate all foolk—No, d—n 
© me, excufe me for that. That’s a little 
* too much, old. Dick. There are two or 
£ three officers of our regiment, whom: I 
© know to be fools ; but d—n me if I any 
© ever feen in their company. If a man 
‘ /hath’a fool of a relation, Dick, you know 
© he can’t help that, old boy.’ 

Sucu jokes as thefe the old man not: 
‘only took in good parr, but glibly pulped’ 
- down the whole narrative of his nephew ; 
nor did he, Iam convinced, in the leaft: 
doubt of our as readily fwallowing the fame, 
This made him fo charmed with the lieus: 
tenant, that it is probable we fhould have 
been peftered with him the whole evening, 
had not the north-wind, dearer to our fea- 
captain, even than this glory of his family, 
fprung fuddenly up, and called aloud to 
him to weigh his anchor. 

7 H WHILE 
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_ Wuute this ceremony was performing, 
the fea-captain ordered out bis boat to 
row the land-captain to fhore ; not indeed 
on an uninhabited ifland, but one which, in 
this part, looked but little better, not pre- 
fenting us the view of a fingle houfe. In- 
deed, our old friend, when his boat re 
turned on fhore, perhaps being no longer 
able co ftifle his envy of the fuperiority of 
his nephew, told us, with a fmile, that 
the young man had a good five mile to 
walk, before he could be accommodated 
with a paffage to Portfmouth. 


_ Ir appeared now, that the captain 
had been only miftaken in the date 
of his prediction, by placing the event a 
. @ay earlier than it happened ; for the wind 
which now arofe, was not only favourable 
but brifk, and was no fooner in reach of 
our fails chan it {wept us away by the back 
of the Ife of Wight, and having in the 
night carried us by Chrift-church and Pe- 
veral-point, brought us the next moon, 
Saturday, July 29. off the ifland of Port- 
Jand, fo famous for the {malinefs and fweet- 
nefs of its mutten, of which a leg feidom 
weighs four pounds. We would: have 
bought a fheep, but our captain would 
1 not 
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not permit it; though he needed not have 
been in fuch a hurry, for prefently the 
wind, I will not pofitively affert in refent- 
ment. of his furlinefs, fhewed him a dog’s 
trick, and flily flipt back again to his fum- 
mer-houfe in the fouth-weit. 


THE Captain now grew outrageous, and 
declaring open war with the wind, took a 
refolution, rather more bold than wife, of 
failing m defiance of it, and in its teeth. 
He {wore he would let go his anchor no 
more, but would beat the fea while he had 
either yard or fail left. He accordingly 
ftood from the fhore, and made fo large 
a tack, that before night, though he 
feemed: to advance but little on his way, he 
was got out of fight of land. 


Towarps the evening, the wind begun, 
in ‘the captain’s own language, and indeed 
it frefhned fe much, that before ten it blew 
a perfect hurricane. The captain having 
got, a8 he fuppofed, to.a fafe diftance, 
-tacked.again towards the Englifh (hore ; 
and now the wind veered a point only in his 
‘favour, aad continued to blow with: futh 
. violence, that the fhip ran above eight knots 
-or miles an hour, during this whole dayand 
tempefiuous night, till bed-time. I was 
a H 2 obliged 


148 A VOYAGE 


obliged to betake myfelf once more to my 
folitude; for my women were again all 
down in their fea-ficknefs, and the captain 
was bufy on deck; for he began to grow 
' uneafy, chiefly, I believe, becaufe he did 
not well know where he was, and would, 
I am convinced, have been very glad to 
have been in Portland-road, eating fome 
fheep’s-head broth. re 


Havinc contracted no great degree of 
good-humour, by living a whole day alone, 
without a fingle foul to converfe with, I 
took but ill phyfic to purge it off, by a 
bed-converfation with the captain; who, 
amongft many bitter lamentations of his 
fate, and protefting he had more patience 
than a Job, frequently intermixed fummons 
to the commanding officer on the deck, 
-who now happened to be one Morrifon, 
‘a carpenter, the only fellow that’ had 
either common fenfe or common civi- 
lity in the fhip. Of Morrifon he enquired 
every quarter of an hour concerning. the 
ftate of affairs; the wind, the care of the 
fhip, and. other matters of navigation. 
~The frequency of thefe fummons, as well 
as the folicitude with which they were 
made,, fufficiently teftified the ftate of the 
Captain’s mind ; he endeavoured to conceal 

: it, 
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it; and would have given no fmall alarm 
’ to a man, who had either not learnt what 
it is to die, or known what it is to be mi- 
ferable. And my dear wife and child muft 

ardon me, if what I did not conceive to 
be any great evil to myfelf, I was not 
much terrified with the thoughts of hap- 
pening to them: in truth, I have often. 
thought they are both too good, and too 
gentle, to be trufted to the power of any 
man I know, to whom they could poffibly 
be fo trufted. 


Can I fay then I had no fear; indeed 
I cannot, reader, I was afraid for thee, 
left thou fhouldft have been deprived of 
that pleafure thou art now enjoying; and 
that I fhould not live to draw out on pa- 
per, that military character which thou 
didft perufe in the journal of yefterday. 


From all thefe fears we were relieved, 
at fix in the morning, by the arrival of 
Mr. Morrifon, who acquainted us that he, 
was fure he beheld land very near ; for he 
could not fee half a mile, by reafon of the 
hazinefs of the weather. This land, he 
faid, was, he believed, the Berry head, 
which forms one fide of Torbay ; the cap- 
ain declared that it was impoffible, and 

H 3 {wore, 
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fwore, on condition he was right, he would 
give him his mother for a maid. A for- 
teic which became afterwards ftrictly due, 
and payable, for the captain whipping on 
h.s night-gown, ran up,without his breeches, 
and within half an hour returning into the 


cabin, wifhed me joy of our lying fafe ac 


anchor in the bay. 


Sunday, Fuly 26. Tunes now began to 
“put on an afpect very different from what 
they had lately worn: the news that the 
fhip had almoft loft its mizen, and that 


we had procured very fine clanted cream, 


and. frefh bread and bueter from the fhore, 
reft. red health and fpirits to our women, 


ard we all fat down to a very chearful- 


break faft. 


Bur hewever pleafant our ftay promt- 
fed to be here, we were all defirous it 
fhould be fhort: F refolved immediately 
to difpatch my man into the country, to 
purchafe a pri fent of cyder for my friends 
of that which is called Scutham, as well 
as to take with me a hogfhead of it to 


Lifbon; fer it is, in my opinion, much - 


more delicious than that which is the 
growth of Herefordfhire. IF purchafed 
thre: hogfheads for five pounds ten fh.lI ngs, 


all’. 
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all which } fhould have fcarce thought worth 
mentioning, had I not believed it might be 
of equal fervice to the honeft farmcr whe 
fold it me, and who is by the neighbour- 
ing gentlemen reputed to deal in the very 
beft, and to the reader, who from igno- 
_rance of the means of providing better 
for himfelf, fwatlows at .a dearer rate the 
juice of Middlefex turnip, inftead of that 
Vinum Pomone, which Mr. Giles Leve- 
rance of Cheefhurft, near Dartmouth in 
Devon, will, at the price of forty fhillings 
per hogfhead, fend in double cafks to any 
part of the world. Had the wind been 
very fudden in fhifting, I had loft my cy- 
der, by an attempt of a boatman to exs 
act, according to cuftom. He required 
five fhillings for conveying my man a mile 
and half to the fhore, and fotr more if 
he ftaic'to bring him back. This I thought 
to be fuch infufferable impudence, ‘that I 
ordered him to be immedia ely chafed from 
the fhip, without any anfwer. Indeed, 
there are few inconvenienccs thatI would not 
rather encounter than encourage the infolent 
demands of thefe wretches, at the expence 
ef my own indignation, of which I own, they 
_ ave not the cnly objects, but rather thofe 
who purchafe a paultry convenience 
by enouraging them. But of this I 
ir - 3 H 4 have 
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_ have already fpoken very largely. I fhall 
conclude, therefore, with the leave which 
this fellow took of our fhip; faying, he 
fhould know it again, and would not put 
off from the fhore to relieve it in any dif 
trefs whatever. | 


Ir will, doubtlefs, furprize many of 
my readers to hear, that when we lay at 
anchor within a mile or two of a town, 
feveral days together, and even in the 
moft temperate weather, we fhould fre- 
quently want frefh provifions and herbage, 
and other emoluments of the fhore, as 
much as if we had been a hundred leagues 
from land. And this too, while numbers | 
of bo:ts were in our fight, whofe owners 
get their livelihood by rowing people up 
and down, and could bz at any time fum- 
moned by a fignal to our affiftance, and 
while the captain had a little boat of his 
own with men always ready to row it at 
his command. a 


Tus, however, hath been partly ac- 
counted for already, by the impofing dif- 
pofition of the people ; who afked fo much 
. more than the proper price of their labour. 
And as to the ufefulnefs of the captain's. 
boat, it requires to bea little expatiated 

upon, 
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upon, as it will tend to lay open fome of 
the grievances which demand the ut- 
moft regard of our legiflature, as they af- 
fect the moft valuable part of the king’s 
fubjects, thofe by whom the commerce of 
the nation is carried into execution. 


Our captain then, who was a very good 
and experienced feaman, having been above 
thirty years the mafter of a veff], part of 
which he had ferved, fo he phrafed it, as 
commander of a privateer; and had. 
di‘charged himfelf with great courage and 
conduct, and with as great fuccefs, difco- 
vered the utmoft averfion to the fending 
his boat afhore, whenever we lay wind- 
bound in any of our harbours. This aver- 
fion did not arife from any fear of wearing 
out his boat by ufing it, but was, in truth, 
the refule of experience, that it was eafier 
to fend his men on fhore than to r.cal 
them. They acknowledged him to be 
their mafter while they remained on fhip- 
board, but did not allow his power to ex- 
tend to the fhores, where they had no 
fooner fet their foot, than cvery man be- 
came fui juris, and thought himfelf at full 
libe:ty to return when he pleafed. Now 
it is not any delight that thefe fellows have 
in the frefh air, or verdant fields on the 
a H 5 | land. 
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land. Every one of them would prefer 
his fhip and his hammock to all the {weets 
of Arabia the happy ; but unluckily for 
them, there-are in every fea-port in Eng- 
land. certain houfes, whofe chief liveli- 
hodd depends on providing: entertain- 
ment for the gentlemen of the jacket. For 
this purpofé, they are always well-furnifh d 
with thofe cordial liquors, which do imme- 
diately infptre the heart with gladnefs, ba- 
hifhing all careful thoughts, and indeed all 
others fromi the mind, and opening the 
mouth with fongs of chearfulnefs and 
‘thankfgiving, for the many wonderful 
bleffings with which a fea-faring life 
overflows. : 


For my own’ part, however whimfical | 


it may appear, I confefs, I have thought 
the ftrange’ftory of Circe in the Odyfiey, 
no other than an ingenious allegory; in 
which Ffomer intended to convey to his 
countrymen the fame kind: of inftruction, 
which we intend to communicate to our 
own in this digreffiom. As teaching the 
art of war to the Greeks, was the plain 
defign of the Iliad; fo was teaching them 
the art of navigation the no lefs manifeft 
intention of the Odyffey. For the im- 
provement of this, their ftuation was moft 

ex- 
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excellently adapted ; and accordingly we 
find Thucydides, in the beginning of his 
hiftory, confiders the Greeks as a fet of 
pirates, or privateers, plundering each 
other by fea. This being probably the 
firft infticution of commerce before the 
Ars Cauponaria was invented, and 
merchants, inftead of robbing, began to 
cheat and outwit each other, and by de- 
grees changed the Metabletic, the only 
. kind of traffic allowed by Ariftotle in his 
Politics, into the Chrematittic. 


: By this allegory then I fuppof: Ulyffes 
to have been the captain of a merchant-fhip, 
and Circe fume good alewife, who made 
his crew drunk with the fpirituous liquors 
of thofe days. With this the transforma- 
tion into {wine, as well as all other inci- 
dents of the fable, will notably agree ; and 
thus a key will be found out for unlock- — 
ing the whole myftery, and forging, at 
leaft, fome meaning to a ftory which, at 
prefent, appears very ftrange and abfurd. 


Hence, moreover, will appear the very 
near refemblance between the fea-faring 
men of all ages and nations; and here per- 
haps may be eftablifhed the truth and juf- 


tice of that obfervation, which will occur 
| | of- 
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oftener than once in this voyage, that all 


human flefh is not the fame flefh, but. 


that there is one kind of flefh of landmen, 
and another of feamen. » 3 


PHILOSOPHERS, divines, and others, who 
have treated the gratification of human: 
appetites with contempt, have, among: 
other inftances, infifted very ftrongly on. 


that fatiety which is fo apt to overtake 


them, even in the very act of enjoyment.. 


And here they more particularly deferve 
our attention, as moft of them may be fup- 
pofed to fpeak from their own experience ; 
and very probably gave us their leffons with 
a full ftomach. Thus hunger and thirft, 


whatever “delight they may afford while 


we are eating and drinking, pafs both away 
from us with the plate and the cup; and 
though we fhould imitate the Romans, if 
indeed they were fuch dull beafts, which 


- I can {carce believe, to unload the belly 


like a dungpot, in order to fill it again 
with another load, yet would the pleafure 


be fo confiderably leffened, that it would: 


{carce repay us the trouble of purchafing 
it with {wallowing a bafon of camomile tea. 
A fecond haunch of venifon, or a fecond 
dofe of turtle, would hardly allure a city 


glutton.with its {mell. Even the ono ay | 


5 
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ed Jew himfelf, when well filled with Ca-, 
_lipafh and Calipee, goes contentedly home. 
to tell his money, and expects no more 
pleafure from his throat, during the next 
twenty-four hours. HenceI fuppofe Dr. 
South took that elegant comparifon of the 
joys of a fpeculative man to the folemn 
filence of an Archimedes over a problem, 
and thofe of a glutton to the ftillnefs of 
a fow at her wafh. A fimile, which, if 
it became the pulpit at all, could only be- 
~ come it in the afternoon. | 


Wuer.EAs, in thofe potations which the 
mind feems to enjoy, rather than the bo- 
dily appetite, there is happily no fuch fa- 
tiety ; but the more a man drinks the 
more he defires ; as if, like Mark Anthony 
in, Dryden, his appetite encreafed with 
feeding, and this to fuch an immode- 
- rate degree, ut nullus fit defiderio aut 
pudor aut modus. Hence, as with the’ 
gang of Captain Ulyffes, enfues fo total a 
transformation, that the man no more 
continues what he was. Perhaps he ceaf- 
es for a time to be at all; or, tho’ he may’ 
‘retain the fame outward form and fi-. 
gure he had before, yet is his nobler part, 
as we are taught to call it, fo changed, 
that, inftead of being the fame man, he 

) {carce- 
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{carce remembers what he was a few hours 
before. And this transformation being once 
abtained, is fo eafily preferved by the 
fame potations, which induce no fatiety, 
that the captain in vain fends or goes in 
queft of his crew. They know him no 
longer ; or, if they do, they acknowledge 
not his power, having indeed as entirely for- _ 
. gotten themfelves as if they had taken a 

large draught of the river of Lethe. 


Nor is the. captain always fure of even 
finding out the place to which Circe hath 
conveyed them. There are many of thofe 
houfes in every port-town. Nay, there 
are fome where the forcerefs doth not trutt. 
only to her drugs ; but hath inftruments of 
a different kind to execute her purpo- 
fes, by whofe means the tar is effectually 
fecreted from the knowledge and purfuit 
af his captain. ‘This would, indeed, be 
very fatal, was it not for one circumftance; 
that the failor is feldom provided with 
the proper bait for thefe harpies. How- 
ever, the contrary fometimes happens, 
as thefe harpies. will bite, at almoft any 
thing, and will fnap at a pair of 
filver butttons or buckles, as furely as 
at the fpecie itfelf. Nay, fometimes 
they are fo voracious, that the very naked 

hook 
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hook will go down, and the jolly 
young failor is facrificed for his own 
fake. 


In vain, at fuch a feafon as this, would 
the vows of a pious heathen ‘have pre- 
vailed over. Neptune, Zolus, or any other 
marine deity, In vain would the prayers 
of a Chriftian captain be attended with the 
like fuccefs. The wind may change, how 
it pleafes, while all hands are on fhore; 
the anchor would remain firm in the . 
ground, and the fhip would continue in 
durance, untlefs, like other forcible prifon- 
breakers, it forcibly got loofe for no good 
purpofe. | 


', Now, as the favour of winds and courts, 
and fuch like, is always to be laid hold on 
at the very firft motion, for within twenty- 
four hours all may be changed again ; fo, 
in the former cafe, the lofs of a day may 
be the lofs of a voyage : for, tho’ it may 
appear to perfons not well fkilled in na- 
vigation, who fee fhips meet and fail by 
_each other, that the wind blows fometimes 
eaft and weft, north and fouth, backwards 
and forwards, at the fame inftant ; yet, cer- 
tain itis, that the land is fo contrived, 
that even the fame wind will not, like the 
- | fame 
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fame horfe, always bring a man to the end 
of his journey; but, that the gale which 
the mariner prayed heartily for yefterday, 
he may as heartily deprecate to-morrow ;_ 
while all ufe and benefit, which would have 
arifen to him fronrthe wefterly wind of to- 
morrow, may be totally loft and thrown 
away, by neglecting the offer of the eafter- 
ly blaft which blows to-day. 


Hence enfues grief and difreputation 
to the innocent captain, lofs and difap- 
pointment to the worthy merchant, and 
not feldom great prejudice to the trade of 
a nation, whofe manufactures are thus li- 
able to lye unfold in a foreign warehoule, 
the market being fereftall’d by fome rival 
oe failors are under a better difcipline. 

ae ds againft thefe inconveniences, the 
pra nt captain takes every precaution in 
-his power: he makes the ftrongeft contracts ° 
with his crew, and thereby binds them fo 
firmly, that none but the greateft or leaft of 
men can break through them with impuni- 
ty : but for one of thefetwo reafons,which I 
will not determine, the failor, Jike his. 
brother fifh the eel, is too flippery to be 
held, and plunges into his e¢ ement with 
perfect 1 impunity. 


Toe 
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To fpeak a plain truth, there is no truft- 
ing to any contract with one whom the 
wife citizens of London call a bad man; 
for, with fuch a one, tho’ your bond te 
ever fo ftrong, it will prove in the end 
good for nOdunE: | 


Wuat then i is to be ene’ in this cafe? 
What, indeed ! but to call in the affiflance 
of that tremendous magiftrate, the juftice 
of peace, who can, and often doth lay, 
good and bad men in equal durance ; and, 
tho’ he feldom cares to ftretch his bonds. 
to what is great, never finds any thing too ~ 
minute for their detention, bue will hold 
the fmalleft reptile alive fo faft in his noofe, 
that he can never get out ’till he is let 
drop enrongn ite 


Way, therefore, upon the breach of 
thofe contraéts, fhould not an immediate 
application .be made to the nearelt magi- - 
{trate of this order, who fhould be em- 
power’d to convey the delinquent, either 
to fhip “ to prifon, at the election of the 
captain, to be fettered by the leg in 
either a , 


Bur, 
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Bur, as. the cafe now ftands,-the condi- 


tion of this poor captain, without any com- - 


miffion, and of this abfelute commander 
without any power, is much worfe than: 
we have hitherto fhewn it to be; for not- 
withftanding all the aforefaid contracts ta; 
fail in the good fhip the Elizabeth, if the 
failor fhoutd, for better wages, find ic more 
his intereft to go on board the better fhip, 
the Mary, either before their feeting out, 
or on their fpeedy meeting in fome: port, 
he may prefer the latter without any other 
danger, than that of * doing what he ought 
“not to have done,’ contrary to arule which 
he is feldom Chriftian enough to have much: 
at heart, while the captain is generally 
too good a Chriftian to punifh a man out 
of revenge only, when he is to be at-a 
confiderable expence for fo doing. There 
are many other deficiencies in our laws, ree 
lating to maritime affairs, and which would 
probably have been long fince corrected, 
had ‘we any feamen in-the Houfe of Com- 
mons, Not that I would infinuate that the 


Jegiftature wants a fupply of many gentle- | 


men-in the fea-fervice : but, as thefe gen- 
tjemen are, by their attendance in thehoufe, 
unfortunately prevented from ever going to 
fea, andthere learning whatthey mightcom- 

“municate 
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‘municate to their landed brethren, thefe lat- 
ter remain as ignorant in that branch of 
knowledge, as they would be if none but: 
courtiers and fox-hunters had been elected 
into parliament, without 2 fingle fifh a- 
mong them. The following feems to me 
to be an effect of this kind, and it ftrikes 
me the ftronger, as I remember the cafe 
to-have happened, and remember it to 
have been: difpunifhable. A captain of a 
trading veffel, of which he was part-ow- 
ner, took in a large freight of oats at Li- 
verpool, confign’d to the market at: 
Bear-key ; this he carried to @ port in‘ 
Hamphhire, and there fold it as his own, 
and freighting his veffel with wheat for the 
port of Cadiz in Spain, dropt it at Opor- 
to in his way, and there felling it for his own 
ufe, took in a lading of wine, with which 
he failed again, and having converted it in 
the fame manner, together with a large fum 
of money with which he was intrufted, for 
the benefit of certain merchants, fold the 
fhip and cargo in another port, and then 
wilely fat down contented with the for- 
tune he had made, and returned to Lon- 
don to enjoy the remainder of his days, — 
with the fruits of his former labours and. 

a good confcience.. 


| THE. 
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Tue fum he brought home with him, 


confifted of near fix thoufand pounds, . 


all in fpecie, and moft of it in that coin 
which Portugal diftributes fo liberally 
over Europe. 


. He was not yet old enough to be patt 
all fenfe of pleafure, nor fo puff'd up with 
the pride of his good fortune, as to over- 
look his old acquaintances the journeymen 


taylors, from among whom he had been. 


formerly prefs’d into the fea-fervice, ani 
having there laid the foundation of his fu- 
ture fuccefs, by his fhares in prizes, had 


afterwards become captain of a trading. 


veffel, in which he purchafed an intere(t, 


and had foon begun to trade in the ho-’ 


nourable manner above-mentioned. 


Tue captain now took up his refidence 
at an alehoufe in Drury-lane, where, 
having all his money by him in a trunk, 


lie fpent above five pounds a day among’ 


his old friends the gentlemen and ladies of 
thofe parts. 


- Tue merchant of Liverpool having 
luckily had notice from a friend, during 
the blaze of his fortune, did, by the affift- 

ance 
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ance of a juftice of peace, without the 
affiftance of the law, recover his whole 
lofs. The captain, however, wifely chofe 
to refund no more; but perceiving with - 
what hafty ftrides envy was purfuing his 
fortune, he took fpeedy means to retire 
out of her reach, and to enjoy the reft ot 
his wealth in an ing'orious obfcurity ; nor 
could the fame juttice overtake him time 
enough to affift a fecond merchant, as he 
had done the firit. 


THis was a very extraordinary cafe, 
and the more fo, as the ingenious gentle- 
man had fteered entirely clear of all crimes 
in our law. 


Now, how it comes about that a robbery 
fo very eafy to be committed, and to which 
there is fuch immediate temptation always 
before the eyes of thefe fellows, fhould 
receive the encouragement of impunity, is 
to be accounted for only from the over- 
fight of the legiflature, as that overfight 
can only be, I think, derived from the rea- 
fons I have affigned for it. 


But I will dwell no longer on this fub- 
jet. If what | have here faid fhould feem 
of fufficient confequence.to engage the at- 

tention 
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tention of any man in power, and fhould 
thus be the means of applying any reme- 
dy, to the moft inveterate evils at leaft, I 
have obtained my whole defire, and fhall 
have lain fo long wind-bound in the ports 
of this kingdom to fome purpofe. I would 
indeed have this work, which, if I fhould 
live to finifh it, a matter of no great cer- 
tainty, if indeed of any great hope to me, 
will be probably the lait I fhall ever un- 
dertake, to produce fome better end than 
the mere diverfion of the reader. 


Monday. Tuis day our captain went a- 
fhore, to dine with a gentleman who lives 
in thefe parts, and who fo exactly refem- 
bles the character given by Homer of 
Axylus, that the only difference I can . 
trace between them is, the one living by 
the highway, erected his hofpitality chief- 
ly in favour of land-travellers; and the 
other living by the water-fide, gratifies his 
humanity by accommodating the wants of 
the marmer. 2 . 


In the evening our commander received 

a vifit from a brother bafhaw, who lay 
wind-bound-in the fatne harbour. This 
Jatter captain was 4 Swifs. He was thea 
mafter of a veffel bound to Guinea, and 
had 
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had formerly been a privateering, when 
gur own hero was employed iin the fame 
laudable fervice. The honefty and free. 
dom of the Switzer, his vivacity, in which 
he was in no refpect inferior to his near 
neighbours the French, the aukward and 
affected politenefs, which was likewife of 
French extraGtion, mixed with the brutal 
roughnefs of the Englifh tar; for he had 
ferved under the colours of this nation, 
and his crew had been of the fame, made 
fuch an odd variety, fuch a hotch- 
potch of character, that I fhould have 
been much diverted with him, had not his 
voice, which was as loud as a {peaking 
trumpet, unfortunately made my _ head 
ach. -The noe which he conveyed into 


. the deaf ears of his brother captain, wha 


fit on one fide of him, the foft addreffes, 
with which, mixed with awkward bows, 
he faluted the jadies en the other, were fo 
agreeably contrafied, that a man muff not 
only have been void of all. tafte of hu- 
mour, and-infenftble of mirth, but duller 
than Cibber is reprefented in the Dunciad; 
whe tould be unentertained: with him a 


- aetle while: for, I confels, fuch enter- 


tainments dheuld always be very fhort, as 
they are very lieble to pall. But he fuf- 
fered not this te happen at prefent. For 

| having 
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having given us his company a quarter of 
an hour only, he retired, after miany apo- 
dnBIES for the fhortnefs of his vifit. 


Tuefday. Tir wind being lefs poiilenas 
than it had hitherto been fince our arrival 
here, feveral fifhing boats, which the tem- 
peftuous weather yetterday had prevented 
from working, came on boatd us with 
fifh. ‘This was fo frefh, fo good in kind, 
and fo very cheap, that we fupplied our- 
felves in great numbers, among which 
were very large foals at four-pence a pair, 
-and whitings, of almoft a prepofterous 
fize, at nine-pence a fcore. | | 


Tue only fith which bore any price was 
a john dorée, as it is called. I boughe 
one of at leaft four pounds weight for as 
many fhillings. It refembles a * tarbut in 
fhape, but exceeds it in firmnefs and fla- 
vour. The price had the appearance of 
being confiderable, when oppofed to the’ 
extraordinary cheapnels of others of value + 
but was, in truth, fo very reafonable, 
when eflimated by its go dnefs, that it 
left me under-no other furprize, than how 
the gentlemen of this country, not greatly: 
eminent for the delicacy of their tafte, had: 
CES the preference of the dorée 
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all other fifh: but I was informed that 
Mr. Quin, whofe diftinguifhing tooth hath 
been fo juftly celebrated, had lately vifited 
Plymouth, and had done thofe honours to 
the dorée, which are fo juftly due to it 
from that fect of modern philofophers, 
who with Sir Epicure Mammon, or Sir 
Epicure Quin, their head, feem more to 
delight in a fifh-pond than in a garden, : 
as the old Epicureans are faid to have 
done. 


UnrortunaTELy for the fifhmongers 
of London, the dorée refides only in thofe 


‘ feas; for could any of this company but 
convey one to the temple of luxury under 


the Piazza, where Macklin the high prieft 
daily ferves up his rich offerings to that 
poddefs, great would be the reward of 
that fifhmonger, in bleffings poured down 
upon him from the goddefs, as great 
would his merit be towards the high prieft, 
who could never be thought to over-rate 
fuch valuable incenfe. _ 


Anv here having mentioned the ex- 
treme cheapnefs of fifh in the Devonfhire 
fea, and given fome littl hint of the ex- 
creme dearnefs with which this commodity 
is difpenfed by thofe who deal in it in 

, Lon- 
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London, I cannot pafs on without throws 


ing forth an obfervation or two, with the 
fame view with which | have fcattered m 

feveral remarks through this voyage, fut 
ficiently fatisfied in having finifhed my 
life. as Ihave, probably, loft it, in the 
fervice of my country, from the beft of 
motives, tho’ it fhould be attended with 
the worft of fuccefs. Means are always 
in our-power ; ends are very feldom fo. . - 


Or all the animal foods with which man 
is furnifhed, there are none fo plenty as 
fifth. <A little rivulet, that glides almoft 
unperceived through a vaft tract of rich 
Jand, will fupport more hundreds with 
the fefh of its inhabitants, that the mea- 
dow will nourith individuals. But if this 
be true of rivers, it is much truer of the 
fea fhores, which abound with fuch im- 
menfe variety of fifh, that the curious 
fifherman, after he hath made his draughe, 
often. culls only the daintieft part, and 
leaves the reft of his prey to perifh on the 
fhore. | 


- Ig this be true, .it would appear, I 
think, that chere is nothing which might 
be had in. fuch abundance, and confe. 
queatly fo cheap, as.G(h, of which _ 
iS coms 
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feems to have provided fuch inexhauftible 
{ftores with fome peculiar defign.: In the 
production of terreftrial animals, fhe pro- 
ceeds with fuch flownefs, that in the larger- 
kind a fingle female feldom produces more 
than one a year, and this again requires 
three, four, or five years more to bring it 
to perfection. And tho’ the leffer qua. 
drupeds, thofe of the wild kind particu- 
larly, with the birds, do multiply much 
fafter, yet can none of thefe bear any pro- 
portion with the aquatic animals, of 
whom every female matrix is furnifhed 
with an annual offspring, almoft exceed- 
ing the power of numbers, and which, in 
many inftances at leaft, a fingle year is 
capable of bringing to fome degree of ma- 
turity. 


What then ought in gencral to be fo 
plentiful, what fo cheap as fifh? What 
then fo properly the food of the poor ? 
So in many places they are, and fo might 
they always be in great cities which are 
always fituated near the fea, or on the 
conflux of large rivers. How comes it 
then, to look no farther abroad for in- 
ftances, that in our city of London the 
cafe is fo far otherwife, that except that of 
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fprats, there is not one poor palate in a 
hundred that knows the tafte of fith. 


_ Ir is true, indeed, that this tafte is ge- 
nerally of fuch excellent flavour, that ir 
exceeds the power of French cookery to 
treat the palates of the rich.with any thing 
more exquifitely delicate; fo that was. fifh 


the. common food of the poor, it might. 


put them too much upon an equality with 


their betters, in the great article of eating, 


‘in which, at prefent, in the opinion of 
fome, the great difference in happinefs 
- between man and man confifts.. But this 
argument I fhall treat with the utmoft dif- 
dain: . for if ortolans were as big as 
buftards, and at the fame time as plenty as 
{parrows, I fhould hold it yet reafonable 
to indulge the poor wjth the dainty, and 
that for this caufe efpecially, that the rich 
would foon. find a {parrow, if as fcarce as 
an ortolan, to be much the greater, as it 
would certainly be the rarcr, dainty of the 
two. 


Vanity or fcarcity will be always the 
favourite of luxury, but honeft hunger 
will be fatisfied with plenty. Not to 
-fearch deeper into the capfe of the = J 
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fhall think it abundantly fuffcient to pro- 
pofe the remedies of it. And, firft, [humbly 
fubmit the abfolute neceffity of immediately 
hanging all the fifhmongers within the bills 
of mortality ; and however it might have 
‘been fome time ago the opinion of mild and 
temporizing men, that the evil complain- 
ed of might be removed by gentler me- 
thods, I fuppofe at this day there are none 
‘who do not fee the impoffibility of ufing 
fuch with any effect. Cuné?a prius tentanda 
might have been formerly urged with fome 
plaufibility, but cunéta prius tentata may 
now be replied: for furely if a few mono- 
polizing filhmongers could defeat that ex- 
cellent fcheme of the Weftminfter mar- 
ket, to the erecting which fo many juftices 
of peace, as well as other wife and learned 
men, did fo vehemently apply themfelves, 
that they might be truely faid not only to 
have laid the whole ftrength of their 
heads, but of their fhoulders too, to the 
bufinefs, it would be a vain endeavour 
for any other body of men to attempt to 
remove fo ftubborn a nufance. 


Ir it fhould be doubted,. whether we 
can bring this cafe within the letter of any 
.capital law now fubfifting ? I am afhamed 
to own it cannot; for furely no crime 
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better deferves fuch punifhment; but the 
remedy may, neverthelefs, be immediate, 
and if a law was made the beginning of 
next feffions, to take place immediately, 
by which the ftarving thoufands of poor 
was declared to be felony, without benefit 
of clergy, the fifhmongers would be mane 
tefore the end of the-feffions. 


| A seconp method of filling the- media 
of the poor, if not with loaves, at leaft 
with fifhes, is to defire the magiftrates to 
carry into execution one, at leaft, out of 
near a hundred atts of parHament, for prer 
ferving the fmall fry ofthe river. of 
Thames, . by which. means. as few fifh 
would fatisfy thoufands, as may now be 
devoured by a {mall number of individuals. 
But while a fifherman can break through 
the ftrongeft mefhes of an act of parlia- 
ment, we may be affured he will learn fo 
to contrive his own mefhes, that the fmal- 
Jeft fry will not be able to {wim thro” 
them. 2 | 


OruHeR methods ees we doubt not, 
be juggefted by thofe who fhall attentively 
confider the evil here hinted at; -but we 
have dwelt ton long on it already, and 
fhall) conclude with “obferving, that it > 
Pty | dif- 
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difficult to affirm, whether the atrocity of 
the evil itfelf, the facility of curing it, 
or the..fhameful neglect of the. cure, be 
the more fcandalous, or more. aftonilhe 


ing. 


AFTER having, however, glorioufly re- 
galed myfelf with this food, I was wath- 
ing it down with fome good claret, with 
my wife and her friend in the cabin, when 
the captain’s valet de chambre, head cook, 
houfe and fhip fteward, footman.in livery 
‘and out on’t, fecretary and fore-maft-man, 
al] burft into the ‘cabin at once, being in- 
deed all but one perfon, and withoue fay- 
ing, by your leave, began to pack half a 
hoyfhead of {mall beer in bottles, the ne- 
_ ceffary confequence of which muft have 
been, . either a total ftop to.converfation at 
that chearful feafon, when it is moft agree- 
able, or the admitting that polyonymous 
officer aforefaid to the participation of it. 
I defired him, therefore, to delay his pur- 
pofe a little longer, but he refufed to 
grant my requeft; nor was he prevailed 
on to quit the room till he was threatened 
with having one bottle to pack more than 
his number, which then happened to ftand 
empty within my reach. ! 
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Wits thefe menaces he retired at laff, 
but. not without muttering fome menaces 
on his fide, and which, to our great ter- 
ror, he failed not to put into immediate 
execution. 


Our captain was gone to dinner this 
day with his Swifs brother; and tho’ he 
‘was a very fober mzn, was a little elevated 
with fome champaign, which, as it coft 


the Swifs little or nothing, he difpenfed ae 


his table more liberally than our hofpitable 
Englifh noblemen put about thofe- bottles, 
which the ingenious Peter Taylor teaches a 
Jed captain to avoid by diftinguifhing by the 
name of that generous liquor, which all 
humble companions are taught to poftpone 
to the favour of methuen, or honeft 
port. | 


- Wuie our two captains were thus ree 
galing themfelves, and celebrating their 
own heroic exploits, with all the infpira- 


tion which the liquor, at leaft, of wit - 


could afford them, the polyonymous 
officer arrived, and being faluted by the 
name of honeft Tom, was ordered to fit 
down and take his glafs before he a a 
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his meflage; for every failor is by turns 
his captain’s mate over a can, except only 
that captain bafhaw who. prefides in a 
-man of war, and who upon earth has no 
other mate, unlefs it be another of the 
fame bafhaws. 


Tom had no fooner fwallowed his 
draught, than he haftily began his nar- 
ative, and faithfully related what had 
happened on board our fhip ; we fay faith- 
fully, tho’ from what happened it may be 
fufpected that Tom chofe to add, perhaps, 
only five or fix immaterial circumftances, 
as is always, I believe, the cafe, and may 
poffibly have been done by me in relating 
this very ftory, tho’ it happened not many 
hours ago. 


No fooner was the captain informed of 
the interruption which had been given to 
his officer, and indeed to his orders, for 
he thought no time fo convenient as that 
of his abfence for caufing any confufion in 
the cabin, than he leapt with fuch hafte 
from his chair, that he had like to have 
broke his fword, with which he always 
begirt himfelf when he walked out of his 
fhip, and fometimes when he walked about 
in. it, at the fame time grafping eagerly 

OO Is that 
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that other implement called a cockade, 


which modern foldiers wear on their hel- 
mets, with the fame view as the antients 
did their crefts, co terrify the enemy ; he 
muttered fomething, but fo inarticulately, 
that the word damn was only intelligible ; 
he then haftily took leave of the Swifs 
captain, who was too well bred to prefs 
his ftay on fuch an occafion, and leapt 
firft from the fhip to his boat, and then 
from his boat to his own fhip, with as much 
fiercenefs in his looks as he had ever ex- 
prefs’d on boarding his defencelefs prey, 
in the honourable calling of a priva- 
teer. 


Havine regained the middle deck, 
he paufed a moment, while Tom and 
others loaded themf=zlves with bottles, and 
then defcending into the cabin. exclaimed 
with a thundering voice, D—n me, why 
arn’c the bottles {toed in, according to my 
orders? 


I anfwered him very mildly, that I had 
prevented his man from doing it, as 
it was at an inconvenient time to me, and 
as in his abfence, -at leaft, I efteemed 
the cabin to be my own. * Your 
i SAU * repeated he many times, no 

1 ‘ d—me, 
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. d—me, ’tis my cabin. ‘Your cabin! 


D—me! I have brought my hogs to a 
fair market. I fuppofe, indeed, you 
think it your cabin, and your fhip, by your 
commanding in it ; but I will command 
in it, d—n me! I will thew the world I 
am the commander, and no body but I! 
Did you think I fold you the command.of 
my fhip for that pitiful thirty pounds ? 
I wifh I had not feen you nor your thit- 
ty pounds aboard of her.’ He then ree 


peated the words thirty pounds often, 


with great difdain, and with a. contempt. 
which, I own, the fum did not feem to 
deferve in my eye, either in itfelf, or on 
the prefent occafion ; being, indeed, paid 
for the freight of —-—— weight of hu- 
man flefh, which is above 50 per cent. 
dearer than the freight of any other lug- 
gage, whilft in reality ic takes up lets 
room, in fact, no room at.all. — 


In truth the fum was paid for nothing 
more, than for a liberty to fix perfons, 


{two of them fervants) to {tay on board a 
fhip while the fails from one. port to ano- 
ther, every fhilling of which comes clear 
into the captain’s pocket. IJgnorant peos 
ple may perhaps imagine, efpecially when 
they are told that the captain is obliged 
| ; I 6 to 
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to fuftain them, that their diet, at leaft, 
is worth fomething; which may probably be 
now and then fo far the cafe, as to deduct 
a tenth part from the neat profits on this 
account ; but it was otherwife at prefent = 
for when J had contracted with the cap- 
tain at a price which I by no means 
thought moderate, I had fome content in 
thinking I fhould have na more to pay for 
my voyage ; but I was whifpered that it 
was expected: the paffengers fhould find 
themfelves in feveral things; fuch as 
tea, wine, and -fuch-like; and parti- 
cularly that gentlemen fhould ftowe of 
the latter a much larger quantity than 
they could ufe, in order to leave the re- 
mainder as a prefent to the captain, at the 
end of the voyage; and it was expected, 
likewife, that gentlemen fhould put aboard 
fome frefh ftores, and the more of fuch 
things were put aboard, the welcomer they 
wauld be to the captain. 


I was prevailed with by thefe hints, to 
$ollow the advice propofed, and accord- 


gly, befides. tea, and a large hamper. of | 


wine, with feveral hams and tongues, I 
eaufed a number of live chickens and 
fheep to be conveyed aboard ; in truth, 
treble the quantity of provifion which 

would. 
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would have fupported the perfons I took 
with me, had the voyage continued three 
weeks, as it was fuppoled, with a bare 
poffibility, ic might. 


INDEED it continued much longer ; but, 
as this was occafioned by our being wind- 
bound in our own ports, it was by no 
means of any ill confequence to the cap- 
tain, as the additional ftores of fith, freth 
meat, butter, bread, &c. which I con- 
{tantly laid in, greatly exceeded the con- 
fumption, and went fome way in maintain- 
. ng the fhip’s crew. Itis true, I was not 
obliged to do this ; but it feemed: to be 
expected; for the captain did not think 
himfelf obliged todo it ; and, I can truly 
fay, I foon ceafed to expect it of him. He 
had, I confefs, on board, a number of 
fowls and ducks fufficient for a Weft-In- 
dia voyage : all of them, ashe often. faid, 
© Very fine birds, and of the largeft breed.’ 
This, I believe, was realiy the fact, and, I 
ean add, that they were all arrived at the 
full perfection of their fize. Nor was there, 
Jamconvinced, any want of provifionsof a 
more fubftantia] kind ; fuch as dried beef, 
pork, and fifh ; fo that the captain feemed 
ready to perfom his contract, and amply 
to provide for his paffengers. What.I did 

then,. 
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then was not from neceffity, but, perhaps, 
from a lefs excufable motive, and was, by 
no means, chargeable to. the account of 
the captain. : 


' Burt let the motive have been what it 
would, the confequence was {till the fame, 
and this was fuch, that I am firmly per- 
fuaded the whole pitiful 30 1. came pure 
and neat into the captain’s pocket, and 
' not only fo, but attended with the value. of 
10]. more in fundries, into the bargain. 
I muft confefs my felf therefore at a lofs 
how the epithet pitiful came to be annexed 
to the above fum: for-not being a piti- 
ful price for what it was given, I can+ 


not conceive it to be pitiful in itfelf; nor — 


do I believe it is fo thought by the grear- 
eft men in the kingdom; none of whom 
-would fcruple to fearch for it in the dirtieft 
kennel, where they had only a reafonable 
hope of fuccefs. 


~How, therefore, fuch a fum fhould arc- 
quire the idea of pitiful, in the eyes of the 
matter of a fhip, feems not eafy to be ac- 
counted for ; fince it appears more likely 
to produce in him ideas of a different 
kind. Some men, perhaps, are no more 
fincere inthe contempt for it which they ex- 
a prefs, 
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prefs, than others in their contempt -of 
money in general; and I am the rather 
inclined to this perfuafion, as | have fel- 
dom heard of either, who have refufed 
or refunded this their defpifed object. Be- 
fides, it is fometimes impoffible to believe 
thefe profeffions, as every action of the 
man’s life is’ a contradiction to it. Wha 
ean believe a tradefman, who fays he 
would not tell his name for the profit he 
gets by the felling fuch a parcel of goods, 
when he hath told a thoufand lies in order 
to get it? , | 
PitiFrut, indeed, is often applied to an 
object, not abfolutely, but comparatively 
with our expectations, or with-a greater 
object : In which fenfe it is not eafy to 
fet any bounds to the ufe of the word. 
_ Thus, a handful of halfpence daily appear 
pitiful to a porter, and a handful of filver 
to adrawer. The latter, Iam convince’d, 
ata polite tavern, will not tell his name 
(for he will not.give you any anfwer) un- 
der the price of gold. And, in this fenfe, 
301. may be accounted pitiful by the 
loweft mechanic. . 


One difficulty only feems to occur, and 
that is this: How comes ic that,. if the 
. profits 
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profits of the meaneft arts are fo confi- 
derable, the profeffors of them are not 
richer than we generally fee them? One 
anfwer to this fhall fuffice. Men do:not 
become rich by what they. get, but .by 
what they keep. He who is worth no 
more than his annual wages or falary, 
fpends the whole; he will be always a 
beggar, let his income be what it will; 
and fo will be his family when he dies. 
This we fee daily to be the cafe of eccle- 
fiaftics, who, during their lives, are ex- 
tremely well provided for, only becaufe 
they defire to maintain the honour of the 
cloth by living like gentlemen, which 
* would, perhaps, be better maintained ay 
avin unlike them, 


Bur, to return from fo long a digref- 
fion, to which the ufe of fo improper an 
epithet gave occafion, and to which the 

novelty of the fubjeét allured, I will make 
_ the reader amends by concifely telling him, 
that the.captain poured forth fuch a ter- 
rent of abufe, that I very haftily, and 
very foolifhly, refolved to quit the fhip, 
I gave immediate orders to fummons a 
hoy to-carry me that evening to Dart- 
mouth, without confidering any confe- 
quence, Thofe orders I gave in no very 
low 
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Jow voice; fo that thofe above flairs might 
' poffibiy conceive there was more than one 
mafter inthe cabin. Inthe fame tone I 
likewife threatened the captain with that 
which, he afterwards faid, he feared more 
than any rock or quick-fand. Nor can 
we wonder at this, when we are told he 
had been twice obliged to bring to, and 
caft anchor there before, and had neither 
time efcaped without the lofs of almoft 
his whole cargo. | "8 


_. Tue moft diftant found of law thus 
frightened a man, who had often, I am 
convinced, heard numbers of cannon roar 
round him with intrepidity. Nor did he 
.fooner fee the hoy approaching the veffel, 
than he ran down again into the cabin, 
.and, his rage being perfectly fubfided, he 
tumbled on his knees, and a little too 
abjectly implored for mercy. 


I pip not fuffer a brave man and 
an old man, to remain a moment in this 
pofture ; but I immediately forgave him. 


Anp here, that I may not be thought 
the fly trumpeter of my own praifes, 1 do 
utterly difclaim all ptaife on the occafion. 
Neither did the greatnefs of my mind dictate, 

nor 
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nor .the force of my Chriftianity exaé 
this forgivenefs. To fpeak truth, I for- 
gave him from a motive whieh would 
make’men much more forgiving, if they 
‘were much wifer than they are ; becaufe 
it was convenient for me fo to do. : 


‘Wednefday. ‘Turs morning the captam 


‘dteft himfelf in fcarlet, in order to pay a_ 


‘vifit to a Devonfhire {quire, to whom a 
captain of a fhip is a gueft of no ordinary 
confequence, as he is a f{tranger and a gen- 
ttleman, who hath feen a great deal of 
the world in foreign parts, and knows 
‘all the news of the times. , 


Tue fquire, therefore, was to fend his 
boat for the captain; but a moft unfortu- 
‘nate accident happened : for, as the wind 


was extremely. rough, and againft the - 


hoy, while this was endeavouring to avail 
itfelf of great feamanfhip, in hawling up 
againft the wind, a fudden fquall carried off 
fail and yard; or, at leaft, fo difabled 
them, that they were no longer of any 
ufe, and unable to reach the fhip; but 
the captain, from the deck, faw his hopes 
of venifon difappointed, and was forced 
either to ftay on board his fhip, or to 
hoift forth his own long-boat, which le 
- | could 
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could not prevail with himfelf to think 
of, tho’ the finell of the venifon had had. 
twenty times its attraction.. He did, in- 
deed, love his fhip as his wife, and his. 
boats as children, and -never. willingly: 
trufted the Jatter, poor things! to the dan-: 
gers of the feas. -— 2 


. To fay truth, notwithftanding the ftrich 
rigour with which he preferved the dignity 
of his ftation, and the hafty impatience 
with .which he refented any affront to his 
perfon or orders, difobedience to which; 
he could in no inftance brook in any per- 
fon on boasd, he was one of the beft na- 
tur’d fellows alive. He acted the part of 
2. father to his failors 5 he exprefied greae 
tendernefs for any of them when ill, and 
* never fuffered any, the leaft work of fu- 
pererogation to po unrewarded by a glafs — 
of gin. He even extended his humanity, 
if I may fo call it, to animals, and even 
his cats and kittens had large fhares in 
his affections. An inftance of which we 
faw this evening, when. the cat, which 
had. fhewn it conld not be drowned, waa 
found fuffocated under a feather-bed in 
the cabin. I will not endeavour to de- 
{cribe his lamentations with more prolixi- 
ty than barely by faying, they were grie- 
x 2 VOUS, 
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vous, and feemed to: have fome mixture | 


of the Irifh howl in them. Nay, he car- 
ried his fondnefs even to inanimate ob- 
jects, of which we have above fet down a 
pregnant example in his demonftration of 
love and tendernefs towards his boats and 
fhip. He fpoke of a fhip which he had 
commanded formerly, and which was long 
fince no more, which he had called the 
Prineefs of Brafil, as a widower of.a de- 
ceafed wife. This fhip, after having fol- 
lowed the honeft bufinefs of carrying goods 
and paflengers for hire many years, did at 
Jaft take to evil courfes and turn privateer, 
in which fervice, to ufe his: own words, 
fhe received many dreadful wounds, 
which he himfelf had felt, as if they had 
been his own. | 


- barfday. As the wind did not yefter- 
day difcover any purpofe of. fhifting, and 
the water in my belly grew troublefome, 
and rendered me:fhort-breathed; I began 
a fecond time to have apprehenfions of 
wanting the affiftance of a trochar, when 
none was to be found: I therefore con- 
cluded to be tapped again, by way of pre- 
caution ; and accordingly I this. morning 
fummored on board a furgeon from a 
neighbouring parifh, one whom the cap- 

tain 
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- tain gceatly recommended, and who did 


indeed perform his office with much dex- 
terity. He was, I believe likewife, a man 
of great judgment and knowledge in the 
profeffion ; but of this I cannot Speak with 
perfect certainty; for when he was going 
to open on the dropfy at large, and on 
the particular degree of the diftemper un- 
der which I laboured, I was obliged to 
ftop him fhort, forthe wind was changed, 


~ and the captain in the utmoft hurry to 


depart ; and to defire him, inftead of his 
opinion, to affift me with his execution. . 


I was now once more delivered from 
my burthen, which was not indeed fo great 
as I had apprehended, wanting two quarts 
of what was let out at the laft operation. - 


Wuize the furgeon was. drawing away 
my water, the failors were drawing up the 
anchor ; both were finifhed at the fame 
time, we unfurled our: fails, and foon 
paffed the Berry-head, which forms the 
mouth of the bay. : 


We had not however failed far, when 
the wind, which had, tho’ with a flow 
pace, kept us company about fix miles, 
fuddenly turned about, and offered to = 
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‘dué us back again: a favoer, which, 
though forely againft the grain, we were 
-obliged to accept. 


Notuinoc remarkable happened this 
day; for as to the firm perfuafion of the 
Captain that he was under the fpell of 
witchcraft, I would not repeat it too of- 
‘ten, tho’ indeed he repeated it an hundred 
‘times every day; in truth, he tatked of 
‘nothing elfe, and feemed not only to be 
fatisfied in general of his being bewitched, 
but actually to have fixed, with good cer- 
tainty, on the perfon of the witch, whom, 
‘had he lived in the days of Sir Matthew 
‘Hale, he would have infallibly indicted, 
and very poffibly have hanged for the de- 
teftable fin of witchcraft; but that law, 
and the whole doctrine that fupported ir, 
‘are now out of fafhion ; and witches, as 
‘a learned divine once chofe to exprefs him- 
felf, are put down by act of parliament. 
This witch, in the captain’s opinion, was 
no other than Mrs. Francis of Ryde, who, 
as he infinuated, out of anger to: me, for 
not {pending more money in her houfe 
than fhe could produce any thing to ex- 
change for, or any pretence to charge for, 
had laid this fpell on his fhip.  ~ , 
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Tuo’ we were again got near our har- 
bour by three in the afternoon, yet it feem- 
ed to require a full hour or more,before we 
could come to our former place of anchor- . 
ing, or birth, as the captain called it. On 
this’ occafion we exemplified one. of the. 
few advantages, which the travellers by. 
water have over the travellers by land.. 
What would the latter often give for the 
fight of one of thofe hofpitable manfi- 
ons, where he is affured shat there is good 
entertainment for man and borfe, and where 
both may confequently promife themfelves 
to affuage that hunger which exercife is 
fo fure to raife in a healthy contftitution. 


At their arrival at this manfion, how 
much happier is the ftate of the horfe than 
that of the mafter ? The former is imme- 
diately led to his repaft, fuch as it is, and 
whatever it is, he falls to it with appetite. 
But the latter is in a much worfe fitua- 
tion. His hunger, however violent, is 
always in fome degree delicate, and his 
food muft have fome kind of ornament, 
or as the more ufual — is, of dreffing, 
to recommend it. Now all dreffing re- 
quires time; and therefore, though per- 
haps, the fheep might be juft killed _ 
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fore you came to the inn, yet in cutting 
him up, fetching-the joint, which the 
landlord by miftake faid he had in the 
houfe, from the butcher at two miles dif- 
tance,'and afterwards warming it a little: 
by the fire, two hours at leaft muft be’ 
confumed, while hunger for want of bet- 
ter food, rreys all the time on the vitals 
of the man. 


How ‘different was the-cafe with us? 
we carried our provifion, our kitchen, and 
our cook with us, and we were at one and 
the fame time travelling on our road, and 
fitting down to a repaft of fifh, with which 
_ the greateft table in London can fcarce ~ 
at any rate be fupplied. 


_ Friday. As we were difappointed of — 
our wind, and obliged to return back the 
preceding evening, we refolved to extract 
all the good we could out of our misfor- 
tune, and to add confiderably to our frefh 
ftores of meat and bread, with which we 
were very indifferently provided when we 
hurried away yefterday. By the captain’s - 
advice we likewife laid in fome ftores of 
butter, which we falted: and potted our- 
felves, for our ufe at Lifbon, and we had 
preat reafon afterwards to thank him’ for 
his advice. 

Iw 
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Iw the afternoon, I perfuaded my wife, 
whom it was no eafy matter for me to 
force from my fide, to take a walk on 
fhore, whither the gallant captain declared 
he was ready to attend her. Accordingly, 


the ladies fet out, and left me to enjoy a 


{weet and comfortable nap after the ope- 
ration of the preceding day. 


THus we enjoyed our feparate pleafures 
full three hours, when we met again’; 
and my wife gave the foregoing account of © 
the gentleman, whom I have before com- 
pared to Axylus, and of his habitation, 
to both which fhe had been introjuced by: 
the captain, in the ftile of an old friend 
and acquaintance, though this foundation 
of intimacy feemed to her to be no deeper 
laid than in an accidental dinner, eaten 
many years before, at this temple of hof- 
pitality, when the captain lay wind- bound 
in the fame bay. 


Saturday. Earvy this morning the wind 
feemed inclined to change in our favour. 
Our alert captain fnatched its very farft 
motion, and got under fail with fo very 
gentle a breeze, that as the tide was againft 
him, he recommended to a filhing-hoy to 
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bring after him a vaft falmon and fome 
other provifions which Jay ready for him 
on fhore. 


Our anchor was up at fix, and before 
nine in the morning we had doubled .the 
Berry-head, and were arrived off Dart- 
mouth, having gone full three miles in as 
many hours, in direct oppofition to the 
tide, which only befriended us out of our - 
harbour; and though the wind was, per- 
haps, our friend, it was fo very filent, and 
exerted itfelf folittle in our favour, that, like 
fome cool partifans, it was difficult to fay 
whether it was with us or againft us. The 
captain, however, declared the former to 
be the cafe, during the whole three hours ; 
but at laft he perceived his error; or rae 
ther, perhaps, this friend, which had hi- 
therto wavered in chufing his fide, became 
now more determined. The captain then 
fuddenly tacked about, and afferting that 
he was bewitched, fubmitted to return to 
the place from whence he came. Now, 
thouch I am as free from fuperftition as 
_ any man breathing, and never did believe 
in witches, notwithftanding all the excel- 
lent arguments of my Lord Chief Juftice 
Hale in their favour, and long before they- 
were put down by act of parliament, es 
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by what power a fhip of burthen fhould 
fail three miles againft both wind and tide, 
I cannot conceive; unlefs there was fome- 
fupernatural interpofition in the cafe: nay, 
could we admit that the wind ftood neu- 
ter, the difficulty would ftill remain. So 
that we muft of neceffity conclude, that 
the fhip was either bewinded or bewitched. 


THE captain, perhaps, had another 
meaning. He imagined himfelf, I be- 
lieve, bewitched, becaufe the wind, inftead 
of perfevering in its change in his favour, 
for change it certainly did. that morning, 
fhould fuddenly return to its favourite fta- 
tion, and blow him back towards the bay. 
But if this was his opinion, he foon faw 
caufe to alter; for he had not meafured 
half the way back, when the wind again 
declared in his favour, and fo loudly thar 
there was no podibility of being mif- 
taken. 


Tue orders for the fecond tack were 
given, and obeyed with much more alacri- 
ty, than thofe had been for the firft. We 
_were all of us indeed in high fpirits on the 
occafion; though fome of usa little re- 
gretted the good things we were likely to 
- leave behind us by the fifherman’s negtect ; 
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I might give it a worfe name, for he faith- 
fully promifed to execute the commiffion, 
which he had had abundant opportunity to 
do ; but Nautica fides deferves as‘much to 
be proverbial, as ever Punica fides could 
formerly have done. Nay, when we con- 
fider that the Carthaginians came from 
the Phenicians, who are fuppofed to have 
produced the firft mariners, we may pro-. 
bably fee the true reafon of the adage, 
and it may open a field of very curious 
difcoveries to the antiquarian. 


We were, however, too eager to purfue 
our voyage, to fuffer any thing we left be- 
_hind us to interrupt our happinefs, which 
indeed many agreeable circumftances con- 
{pired to advance. ‘The weather was in- 
expreffibly pleafant, and we were all feated 
on the deck, when our canvas began to 
twell with the wind. We had likewife in 
our view above thirty other fail around 
us, all in the fame fituation. Here an ob- 
fervation occurred to me which, perhaps, 
though extremely obvious, did not offer 
itfelf to every individual in our little fleet : 
when I perceived with what different fuc- 


cefs we proceeded, under the influence of | 
a fuperior power, which while we lay al-- 


moft idle ourfelves, pufhed.us forward on 
eet lie our 
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our intended voyage, and compared this 
with the flow progrefs which we had made 
in the morning, of ourfelves and without any 
fuch affiftance, I could not help reflecting 
how often the greateft abilities lie wind- 
bound as it were in life; or if they venture 
out, and attempt to beat the feas, they 
{truggle in vain againft wind and tide, and 
- if they have not fufficient prudence to put 
back, are moft probably caft away on the 
racks and quickfands, which are every day 
ready. to devour them. 


Ir was now our fortune to fet out melio- 
vibus avibus. The wind frefhned fo brifk- 
‘ly in our poop,. that the fhore appeared to 
move from us, as faft as we did from the 
fhore. Thecaptain declared he was fure of a 
wind, meaning its continuance ; but he had 
difappointed us fo often, that he had bolt 
all credit. However,.he kept his word a 
little better now, and we loft fight of our 
native land, as joyfully, at lea(t, as it is 
ufual to regain it. | 


Sunday. THE next morning, the captain — 
told. me he thought himfelt thirty miles 
to the weftward of Plymouth, and before 
evening declared that the Lizard point, 
which is. the extremity of Cornwall, bore 
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teveral leagues to leeward. Nothing re- 
markable paft this day, except the captain’s 
devotion, who, in his own phrafe, fummoned 
all hands to prayers, which were read by 
acommon failor upon deck, with more 
devout forceand addrefs, thanthey are com- 
monly read by a country curate, and re- 
- ceived with more decency and attention by 
the failors than are ufually preferved in 
city congregations. I am indeed affured, 
that if any fuch affected difregard of the 
fol: mn office in which they were engaged, 
as I have feen pradtifed by fine gentlemen 
and ladies, expreffing akind of apprehenfion 
left they fhould be fufpected of being 
really in earneft in their devotion, had been 
fhewn here, they would have contracted 
the contempt of the whole audience.- To 
fay the truth, from what J obferved in the 
behaviour of the failors in this voyage, 
and on comparing it with what I have for- 
merly feen of them at fea and on fhore, 
I am convinced that on lind there is no- 
thing more idle and diffolute ; in theirown 
element, there are no perfons near the level 
of their degyee, who live in the conftant 
practice of half fo many good qualities. 
They are, for much the greater part, per- 
fect mafters of their bufinefs, and always 
extremely alert, and ready in executing % 
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without any regard to fatigue or hazard. 
The foldiers themfelves are not better dif- 
ciplined, nor more obedient to orders than 
thefe whilft aboard ; they fubmit to every 
difficulty which attends their calling with 
chearfulnefs, and no lefs virtues than pa- 
tience and fortitude are exercifed by them . 
every day of their lives. 


Att thefe g>0d qualities, however, they 
always leave behind them on fhipboard : 
the failor out of water is, indeed, as 
wretched an animal as the fifh ouc of 
water ; for tho’ the former hath in come 
mon with amphibious animals the bare 
— of exifting on the land, yet if he 

kept there any time, he never fails to 
become a nuifance. 


Tue fhip having had a good deal of 
motion fince fhe was laft under fail, our 
women returned to their ficknefs, and [ 
to my folitude; having, for twenty-four 
hours together, fcarce opened my lips to 
a fingle perfon. This circumftance of be- 
ing fhut up within the circumference of a 
few yards, with a {core of human creatures, 
with not one of whom it was poffible to 
" converfe, was perhaps fo rare, as fcarce 
ever to have happened before, nor could 
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it ever happen to one who difliked it ‘more 
than myfelf, or to myfelfat a feafon when 
I wanted more food for my focial difpo- 
fition,. or could converfe lefs wholfomely 
and happily with my own thoughts. To 
this accident, which fortune opened to me 
in the Downs, was owing the firft ferious 
thought which I ever entertained of enrol- 
ing myfelf among the voyage-writers ; 
Jome of the moft amufing pages, if indeed 
there be any which deferve that name, were 
.poffibly the produétion of. the moft dif- 
agreeable hours which: ever haunted the 
author, | 


Monday. Ar noon the captain took an 
obfervation, by which it appeared that 
- Ufhant bore fome leagues: northward 
of us, and that we were juft entering the 
bay of Bifcay. We had advanced a very 
few miles-in this bay before we were en- — 
tirely becalmed 5 we furl’d our fails, as be- 
ing of no ufe to us, while we lay in this 
moft difagreeable fituation,, more detefted 
by the failors than the moft violent tem- 
peft ; we were alasmed with the lofs of a 
fine piece of fale beef, which had been 
hung in the fea to frefhen it ; this being, 
it feems, the ftrange property of falt- 
water. The thicf -was immediately fuf- 

pected, 
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pected, and prefently afterwards taken by 
the failors. He was indeed no other than a 
huge fhark, who, not knowing when he 
was well off, fwallowed another piece of 
beef, together with a great iron crook on 
which it was hung, and by which he was 
dragged into the fhip. 


I sHovurp fearce have mentioned the 

catching this fhark, though fo exactly con- | 
formable to the rules and practice of voy- 
age-writing, had it not been for a ftrange 
_ circumftance that attended it. This was 
the recovery of the ftolen beef out of the 
fhark’s maw, where it Jay unchewed and 
undigefted, and whence being conveyed 
into the por, the flefh, and the thief that 
had ftoln. it, joined together in furnifhing 
variety to the fhip’s crew. . 


‘Durine this calm we likewife found 
the maft of a large veffel, which the cap- 
tain thought had lain at leaft three years 
in the fea. It was ftuck all over with a 
little fhell-fith or reptile called a barnacle, 
and which probably are the prey of the 
rock-fifh, as our captain calls it, afferting 
that it is the fineft ffh in the world; for 
which we are obliged to confide entirely 
in his tafte; for, though he ftruck the 
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fifh with a kind of harping-iron, and 
_ wounded him, I am convinced, to death, 
he he could not poffefs himfelf of his 

ody ; but the poor wretch efcaped to lin- 
ger out a few hours, with probably great 
torments. 


In the evening our wind return- 
ed, and fo brifkly, that we ran upwards 
of twenty leagues before the next day’s 
[ Luefday’s ] Obfervation, which brought 
us to Lat. 47°. 42’. The captain promifed 
us a very fpeedy paffage through the bay, 
but he deceived -us, or the wind deceived 
him, for it fo flackened at fun-fet, that it 
fcarce carried us a mile in an hour during 
the whole fucceeding night. | 


Wednefday. A care ftruck up a little after 
fun-rifing, which carried us between three 
and four knot8 or miles an hour. We 
were this day at noon about the mid- 
dle of the bay of Bifcay, when the wind 
once more deferted us, and we were fo en- 
tirely becalmed, that we did-not advance 
amile in many hours. My frefh-water 
reader will perhaps conceive no unpleafant 
idea from this calm; but it affeéted us 
much more than a ftorm could have 
done; for as the iraicible paffions of men 
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are apt to {well with indignation long af- 
ter the injury which firft raifed them is 
over, fo fared it with the fea. It rofe. 
mountains high, and lifted our poor fhip 
up and down, backwards and forwards, 
with fo violent an emotion, that there was 
fcarce a man in the fhip better able to 
ftand than myfelf. Every utenfil in our 
cabin rolled up and down, as we fhould 
have rolled ourfelves, had not our chairs 
been faft lafhed to the floor. In this fitua- 
tion, with our tables likewife faftened by 
ropes, the captain and myfelf took our 
meal with fome difficulty, and {wallowed 
a jittle of our broth, for we {pilt much 
the greater part. The remainder of our 
dinner being an old, lean, tame duck 
roafted, I regretted but little the lofs of, 
my teeth not being good enough to 
have chewed it. 


Our women, who began to creep out of 
their holes in the morning, retired again 
within the cabin totheir beds, and were no 
more heard of this day, in which my 
whole comfort was to find, by the captain’s 
relation, that the {welling was fometimes 
much worfe; he did, indeed, take this 
occafion to be. more communicative than 
ever, and informed me of fuch mifadven- 
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tures that had befallen him within forty- 
fix years at fea, as might frighten a very 
bold fpirit from undertaking even the 


fhorteft voyage. Were thefe indeed but 
univerfally known, our matrons of qua- 
lity would poffibly be deterred from ven- 
turing their tender offspring at fea; by 
which means our navy would lofe the ho- 
nour of many a young commodore, who 
at twenty-two is better verfed in maritime 
affairs than real feamen are made by ex- 
perience at fixty. 


Anp this may; perhaps, appear the more . 


extraordinary, as the education of both 
feerms to be pretty much the fame; nei- 
ther of them having had their courage tried: 
by Virgil’s defcription of a ftorm, in 
which, infpired as. he’ was, I doubt whe- 
ther our captain doth not exceed him. 


In the evening the wind, which conti- 
nued in the N. W. again frefhened, and 
that fo brifkly that cape Finifter appeared 
by this day’s obfervation to bear a few miles 
tothe fouthward. We now indeed failed, 
or rather flew, nearten knots an hour; and 
the captain, in the redundancy of his good 


humour, declared he would go to church 


at Lifbon on Sunday next, for that: he was 
-  Yare 
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fure of a wind ; and indeed we all firmly 
believed him. But the event again contra-. 
dicted him: for we were again vifited by 
a calm in the evening. 


Bur here, tho’ our voyage was retarded, 
we were entertained with a fcene which as no 
one can behold without going to fea, fo no 
one can form an idea of. any thing equal 
to it on fhore. We were feated on the 
deck, women and all, in the fereneft even- 
ing that can be imagined. Not a fingle 
cloud prefented itfelf to our view, and the 
fun himfelf was the only object which en- 
groffed our whole attention. He did in- 
deed fet with a majefty which is incapable 
of defcription, with which while the ho- 
rizon was yet blazing with glory, our eyes 
were called off to the oppofite part to fur- 
vey the moon, which was then at full, 
and which in rifing prefented us with the 
fecond objeét that this world hath offered 
to our vifion. Compared to thefe the pa- 
seantry of. theatres, -or {plendor of courts, 
are fights almoft below the regard of chil- 
dren. 


We did not return from the deck till 
late in the evening : the weather being in- 
expreffibly pleafant, and fo warm, that 

ba even 
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even my old diftemper perceived the al- 


teration of the climate. There was in- 
‘deed a fwell, but nothing comparable to 
what we had felt before, and it affected us 
on the deck much lefs than in the cabin. 


Friday. Tue calm continued till fun- 
rifing, when the wind likewife arofe ; but 
unluckily for us, it came from a wrony 
quarter: it was S.S.E. which is that 


very wind which Juno would have foli-. 


cited of JEolus, had AEneas been in our 
latitude bound for Lifbon. 


Tue captain now puton his moft melan- 
choly afpect, and refumed his former opi- 
nion, that he was bewitched. Hedeclared, 
with great folemnity, that this was worfe 
and worfe, for that a wind directly in his 
teeth was worfe than no wind at all. Had 
we purfued the courfe which the wind per- 
fuaded us to take, we had gone di‘redtly 
for Newfoundland, if we had not fallen in 
with Ireland in our way. Two ways remain- 
ed to avuid this; oe was to put into a port 
of Galicia; the other, to beat to the 
weftward with as little fail as poflible ; and 
this was our captain’s election. 


AS 
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As for us, poor paffengers, any port 


would have been welcome to us; efp:- 


cially, as not only our frefh provifions, 
exce,;t a great number of old ducks and 
fowls, but even our bread was come to an 
end, and nothing but fea bifcuit remained, 
which I could not chew. So that now, 
for the Grit time in my life, I faw what ie 
was to want a bit of bread. 


Tue wind, Lowever, was not fo unkind 
as we had apprehended; but having de- 
clined with the fun, it changed at the ap- 
proach of the moon, and became again 
favourable to us; tho’ fo gentle, that 
the next day’s obfervation carried us 
very little to the fouthward of cape Fi- 
nifter. This evening at fix the wind, 
which had been very quiet all day, rofe 
very high, and continuing in our favour, 
drove us feven knots an hour. 


Tris day we faw a fail, the only one, as 
I heard of, we had feen in our whole paf- 
faze through the bay. I mention this on 
account of what appeared to me fome- 


what extraordinary. Tho’ fhe was at fuch 


a diftance that 1 could only perceive fhe 
was 
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was a fhip, the failors difcovered fhe was 
a {now bound to a port in Galicia. 


Sunday. ArveR prayers, which our good 
captain read on the deck with an audible 
voice, and with but one miftake, of a lion 
for Elias, in the fecond leffon for this day, 
we found ourfelves far advanced in 42°, 
and the captain declared we fhould fup off 
Porte. We had not much wind this day ; 
but, as this was directly in our favour, we 
made it up with fail, of which we crowd- 
ed all we had. We went only at the rate 
of four miles an hour, but with fo un- 
eafy a motion, continually rowling from 
fide to fide, that 1 fuftered mere than I 
had done in our whole voyage ; my bow- 
els being almoft twifted out of my belly. 
However, the day was very ferene and 
bright, and the captain, who was in high 
{piritsyaffirmed he had never paffed a pee 
fanter at fea. 


Tue wind continued fo brifk. that we 
ran upward of fix knots an hour the whole 
night. 


Monday. In the morning, our captain 
concluded that he was got into lat. 40°, 
and was very little fLort of the Burlings, 

as 
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as they are called in the charts. We came 
up with them at five in the afternoon, be- ° 
ing the firft land we had diftinly feen 
fince we left Devonfhire. They confift 
of abundance of little rocky iflands, a lit- 
tle diftant from the: fhore, three of them 
only fhewing themfelves above the water. 


Here the Portuguefe mainta'n a kind 
of garrifon, if we may allow it that name. 
It confifts of malefactors, who are banifhed 


hither for a term, for divers {mall offen. 


ces, A policy which they may have co- 
ied from the Egyptians, as we may. read 
in Diodorus Siculus. That wife people, 
to prevent the corruption of good man; 
ners by-evil communication, built a town 
on the Red.Sea, whither they. tranfporte 
ed a great number of. their criminals, 
having firft fet an indelible mark on 
them, to: prevent their returning. and mix 
ing with the fober part of their. citizens. 


Tuese rocks lie about 15 leagues north 
welt of cape Roxent ; or, as it is come 
monly called, the rock of Lifbon ; which 
we paft early the next morning. The 
wind, indeed, would have carried us ta 
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ther fooner but the captain was not in a 
hurry, as he was to lofe nothing by his 
delay. Tuefday. This isa very high moun- 
tain, fituated on the northern fide of the 
mouth of the river Tajo, which rifing above 
Madrid, in Spain, and foon becoming na- 
vigable for {mall craft, empties itfelf, after 
a long courfe, into the fea,- about four 
leagues below Lifbon. 


On the fummit of the rock ftands 
a hermitage, which is now in the poffeffion 
of an Englifhman, who was formerly maf- 
ter of a vefiel trading to Lifbon ; and, 
having changed his religion and his man- 
_ ners, the latter of which, at leaft, were none 
of the beft, betook himfelf to this place, in 
order to do penance for his fins. He is 
now very old, and hath inhabited this her- 
mitage for a great number of years, dur- 
ing which he hath received fome counte- 
nance from the royal family ; and particu- 
larly from the prefent queen dowager, whofe 
piety refufes. no trouble or expence by 
which fhe may make a profelyte ; being 
ufed to fay, that the faving one foul would 
repay all the endeavours of her life. 


Here 
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Here we waited for the tide, and had 
the pleafure of furveying the face of the 
country, the foil of which, at this feafon, 
exactly refembles ‘an old brick kill, or a 
field where the green-{ward is pared up 
and fet a-burning or rather a-fmoaking, 
in little heaps, to manure the land. This 
fight will, perhaps, of all others, make an 
Englifhman proud of and pleafed~with 
his own country, which in verdure excels, 
I believe, every other country. Another 
deficiency here, is the want of large trees, 
nothing above a fhrub being here to be — 
difcovered in the circumference of many _ 
miles. : 


AT this place we took a pilot on board, 
who, being the firft chalhde Sat we {poke 
to, gave us an inftance of that rehgious 
obfervance which is paid by all nations to 
their laws :. for, whereas it is here a capital 
offence to affift any perfon in going on 
fhore from a foreign veffel, before it hath 
been examined, and every perfon in it 
“viewed by the magiftrates of health, as 
they are called, this worthy pilot, for a 
very {mall reward, rowed the Portuguefe 
prieft to fhore at this place, beyond which 
he did not dare to advance ; and, in ven- 

turing 
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turing whither he had given fufficient tel- 
timony of love for his native country. 


We did not enter the Tajo till noon, 
when after paffing feveral old caftles, and 
other buildings, which had greatly the af- 
pect of ruins, we came to the caftle of 
Bellifle, where we had a full profpect of 
Lifbon, and were. indeed within three 
miles of it. . 


. Herg we. were fajuted with a gun, 
which was a fignal to pafs no farther, till 
we had complied. with certain ceremonies, 
which the laws of: this country require to 
be obferved by all thips which arrive in this 
port. We were obliged then to caft anchor, 


_and expect the arrival of the officers of the 


cuftoms, without whofe paffport no fhip 
muft proceed. farther than this place. 


’ Here likewife we received a vifit from 
one of thofe magiftrates af health before- 
mentioned. He refufed to come on board 
the fhip, till every perfan in‘her had been 


drawn up on deck, and perfonally viewed’ 


by. him: This occafioned.fome delay on 
my part, as it was not the.work of a mi- 
nute to. lift me from the cabin to the 
deck. The captain thonght my elas rd 
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cafe might have been excufed from this 
ceremony ; and that it would be abun- 
dantly fufficient if the magiltrate, who 
was obliged afterwards to vifit the cabin, 
furveyed me there. But this did not fa- 
tisfy the magiftrate’s {trict regard to his 
duty. When he was told of my lamenefs, 
he called out with a voice of authority, 
¢ Let him be brought up,’ and his orders 
were prefently comphed with. He was 
indeed a perfon of great dignity, as well 
as of moft exact fidelity in the difcharge 
of his truft. Both which are the more 
admirable, as his falary is lefs than 30]. 
Englith, per annum. 


Berore a fhip hath been vifited by one 
of thofe magiftrates, no perfon can law- 
fully go on board her; nor can any on 
board depart from her. This I faw exem- 
plified in a remarkable inftance. The 
young lad, whom I have mentioned as 
one of our paffeng:rs, was here met by his 
father, who, on the firft news of the cap- 
tain’s arrival, came from Lifbon to Bellifle 
in a boat, being eager to embrace a fon 
whom he had not feen for many years. 
But when he came along-fide our fhip, nei- 
ther did the father dare afcend, nor the ~ 
fon defcend, as the magiftrate of health 
had not been yet on board. 
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Some of my readers will, perhaps, ad- 
mire the great caution of this policy, fo 
nicely calculated for the prefervation of 
this country from all peftilential diftem- 
pers. Others will as probably regard it 
as too exact and formal to be conftantly 
perfifted in, in feafons of the utmoft fafery, 
as well as in times of danger. [ will not 
decide either way ; but will content myfelf 


with obferving, that I never yet faw or 


heard of a place where a traveiler had fo 
much trouble given him at his landing as 


here. The only ufe of which, as all fuch 


matters begin and end in form only, is to 
put it into the power of low and mean 
fellows to be either rudely officious, or 


grofsly corrupt, as they fhall fee occafion- 


to prefer the gratification of their pride 
or of their avarice. 


Or this kind, likewife, is that power 
which is lodged with other officers here, 
of taking away every grain of fnuff, and 
every leaf of tobacco, brought hither from 
other countries, tho’ only for the tempo- 
rary ufe of the perfon, during his refidence 
here. This is executed with great info- 
lence, and as it is in the hands of the 
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dregs of the people, very fcandaloufly : 
for, under pretence of fearching for tobac- 
co and fnuff, they are fure to fteal what- 
ever they can find, infomuch that when 
they came on board, our failors addrefs’d 
us in the Covent-Garden language, ¢ Pray, 
* gentlemen and ladies, take care of your 
“ {words and watches.” Indeed I never 
yet faw any thing equal to the contempt 
and hatred which our honeft tars every 
moment exprefs’d for thefe Portuguefe 
officers. 


At Bellifle lies buried Catharine of 
Arragon, widow of Prince Arthur, 
eldeft fon of our Henry VII. afterwards 
married to, and divorced from, Henr 
VIII. Clofe by the church where her re- 
mains are depofited, is a large convent of 
Geronymites, one of the moft beautiful 
piles of building in all Portugal. 


In the evening at twelve, our fhip hav- 
ing received previous vifits from al! the 
neceffary parties, took the advantage of 
the tide, and having failed up to Lifbon, 
caft anchor there, in a calm, and a moon- 
fhiny night, which made the paffage in- 
credibly pleafant to the women, who re- 
mained three hours enjoying it, whiltt I 

ais was 
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was left to the cooler tranfports of enjoy- 
ing their pleafures at fecond-hand; and 
yet, cooler as they may be, whoever is 
totally ignorant of fuch fenfation, is at 
the fame time void of all ideas of friend- 
fhip. 


Wednefday. Lisson, before which we 
now lay at anchor, is faid to be built on 
the fame number of hills with old Rome; 


but thefe do not all appear to the water ; _ 


on the contrary, one fees from thence one 
vaft high hill and rock, with buildings 
aifing above one another, and that in fo 
fteep and almoft perpendicular a manner, 
that they all feem to have but one foun- 
dation. : 


As the houfes, convents, churches, &« 
. are large, and all built with white ftone, 
they look very beautiful at a diftance, but 
as you approach nearer, and find them 
to want every kind of ornament, all idea 


of beauty vanifhes at once. While I was. 


-furveying the profpect of this city, which 
bears fo little refemblance to any other 
that I have ever feen, a reflection occurred 
_ to me, that if a man was fuddenly to be 
removed from Palmyra hither, and fhould 
take a view of no other city, in how glo- 

rious 
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rious a light would the antient architecture. 
_ appear to him? and what defolation and 
dettruction of arts and fciences would hé 
conclude had happened between the feve- 
ral zra’s of thefe cities ? | 


I wap now waited full three hours 
upon deck, for the return of my man, 
whom I had fent to befpeak a good din- 
ner (a thing which had been long un- 
known to me) on fhore, and then to bring 
a Lifbon chaife with him to the fea-fhore ; 
but, it feems, the impertinence of the 
providore was not yet brought to a con- 
clufion. At three o’clock, when I was 
from emptinefs rather faint than hungry, 
my man returned, and told me, there was 
a new law lately made, that no paflenger 
fhould fet his foot on fhore without a fpe- 
cial order from the providore; and that 
he himfelf would have been fent to prifon 
for difobeying it, had he not been protected 
as the fervant of the captain. He informed 
me likewife, that the captain had been 
very induftrious to get this order, but that 
it was then the providore’s hour of fleep, 
a time when no man, except the king him- 


felf, durft diftu:b him, - 
LL To 
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To avoid prolixity, tho’ in a part of 
my narrative which may be more agree- 
able to my reader than it was to me, the 
providore having at laft finifhed his nap, 
difpatched this abfurd matter of form, 
and gave. me leave to come, or rather to 
be carried, on fhore. 


_ Waar it was that gave the firft hint of 
this ftrange Jaw is not eafy to guefs. Pof- 
fibly, in the infancy of their defection, and 
before their goverament could be well 
eftablithed, they were willing to guard 
againft the bare poffibility of furprize, 
of the fuccefs of which bare poffibility the 
Trojan horfe will remain for ever on re- 
cord, as a great and memorable example. 
Now the Portuguefe have no walls to fe- 
cure them, and a vefiel of two or three 
hundred tuns will contain a much lar-er 
body of troops than could be concealed 
in that famous machine, tho’ Virgil tells 
us (fomewhat hyperbolically, J believe) 
that it was as big as a mountain. 


AsouT feven in the evening I got into 

a chaife on fhore, and was driven through 

the naftieft city in the world, tho’ at the 

fame time one of the moft populous, to ; 
kin 


TO LISBON. 


kind of coffee-houfe, which is very plea- 
fantly fituated on the brow of a hill, about 
a mile from the city, and hath a very fine 


profpect of the river Taio from Lifbon to 
the fea. é 


Here we regaled ourfelves with a good 
fupper, for which we were as well charg- 
ed, as if the bill had been made on the 


Bath road, between Newbury and Lon- 
‘don. 


AnD now we could joyfully fay, 
Egreffi optata Troes potiuntur erena. 


T herefore in the words of Horace, 
——hic Finis charieq; viegs 
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thofe who brought with me to the 

perufal of the late publifhed volumes 
of Lord Bolingbroke, a very high preju- 
dice to the doctrines faid to have been 
eftablifhed in them ; but at the fame time, 
¢an as truly affert, that I had the highett, 
and ftrongeft prepoffeffion, in favour of the 
abilities of the author. Such, indeed, was 
' this prepoffeffion, that ic might, I think, 
be a fufficient warrant of a man’s candour 
again{t any prejudice whatever: and it is 
in the true fpirit of this candour that I de- 
- elare, upon the perufal, I have found my 
prepofieffions greatly abated, and my pre- 
judices not in the leaft removed. 


] MUST confels myfelf to be one of 
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Courp it therefore be fuppofed, that all 
mankind were alike able to try the caufe 
ef truth, and to form their judgment on 
the weight of argument and evidence only, 
I chink there could be no danger in leav- 
ing the decifion of this matter upon his 
lordfhip’s own reafoning, without any at- 
tempt to anfwer him. But when we con- 
fider how very weak the abilities of man- 
kind in general are, in difquifitions of this 
nature; how much weaker they are ren- 
dered for this purpofe by want of due at- 
tention ; and, laftly,; how apt they ae to 
carry any little partiality which they have 
pre-conceived before the exaniination of 
a caufe, up to the final decifion of it in 
their minds, it may poffibly be very dan- 
gerous to the fociety to fuffer fuch pernici- 
ous doctrines to ftand unobjected to with fa 
great a name at their head. Many, Iam 
convinced, will think the authority of this 
name alone fufficient to eftablifh their own 
belief upon, without any farther inquiry 
at all. Many others will imagine very 
little inquiry neceflary, and, tho’ they did 
not intirely acquiefce in taking his word, 
will be eafily cajoled with his reafons, 
which, however little they may have of 
fubftance, have much of the fpecious or- 

naments 


Se Se ae eee SS 


| [ 225 ] 
naments of wit and language, with all the 
allurements of novelty both of ftyle and 
manner; and, finally, with an appearance, 
at leaft, of reading very Gingular and ex- 


-_tenfive. 


From which laft particular may arife 
a third fort very worthy of receiving fome 
afiftance on this occafion ; fuch, I mean, 
as have not the leaft inclination to his 
lordfhip’s doctrines, nor would, indeed, 
affent to them on the authority of any man 
breathing, who may yet have wanted lei- 
{ure or opportunity fufficient to provide 
themfelves with a proper fund of know-. 
ledge, to give aready anfwer to various 
affertions which will occur in the works 
now under confideration, and which, tho’ 
they. have the worft of tendencies, 
have in reality themfelves no better fup- 
port (and not always fo good a one) 


than fome very weak and flender hy- 


pothefes, and are at other times buile 
on the revival of old chimerical principles 
which have been confuted and: exploded 
long’ ago. 


Now, to all thefe indifferent conftitu- 


‘tions, we fhall endeavour to apply our fe- 


veral antidotes. And here, luckily for 
L5 — us, 
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us, we are provided with an argument 
which moft moft effectually filence thofe 
who are the moft difficult of all others to. 
be ufually dealt with in the way of: rea- 
foning : fuch are the perfons I mention- 
ed in the firft clafs, who believe from au- 
thority only, and who have not yet, with: 
the fchools, given up the irrefiftible argu- 
ment of, he Himfelf faid it. 


Tue force of this argument, however, 
even in the days when it flourifhed moft, 
drew all its ftrength from a fuppofition 
‘that, if he himfelf faid it, he himfelf be- 
heved it: for, if it could have beén prov- 
ed of Ariftotle that he had afferted pro 
and can, and had with the fame clearnefs. 
affirmed in one part of his works the fame 
thing to. be, and in another the fame thing 
not to be, none of his fcholars would have 
known which he believed, and all others 
would, perhaps, have thought that he had. 
no belief at all in, nos indeed any know- 
ledge of, the matter. 


Ir, therefore, his lordfhip. fhall ap 
to have made ufe of this duplicity of af- 
fertion, and that not in one or two, but in. 
many: inftances, may we not draw the like 
canchufions > Luckily, perhaps, for his. 
| , lordfhip, 
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lordthip, we may not be driven to the 
fame abfolute degree of uncertainty as 
muft have refulted from the cafe of Ari- 
ftotle, as I have put it above; fince our 
noble author himfelf feems to have left us 
a kind of clue, which will fufficiently lead 
to the difcovery of his meaning, and will 
fhew us, as often as he is pleafed to affert 
both fides of a contradiction, on which 
fide we are to belicve him. . 


Ano here I fhall premife two cautions ; 
one of which I fhall borrow from the 
rules eftablifhed among writers ; the rea- 
fonablenefs of the other I fhall endeavour 
to evince, from arule given us by one 
of the greateft lawyers whom this king- 
dom ever bred. 


Tue firft is, that of interpreting the 
fenfe of an author with the utmoft can- 
dour, fo as not to charge him with any 
grofs and invidious meaning, when his 
words ate fufceptible of a much more be- 
nign and favourable fenfe. : 


Tue fecond is, the obfervation formed 
upon the works of dues Littleton by 
lord chief juftice Coke: this is, that 
whenever that ea ws is pleafed ta 
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pat down two opinions directly contra- 
citing each other, that the latter opinion 
is always the beft, and always his own. 


To apply thefe to the prefent pur- 
pole, I firft of all recommend to the can- 
dour of the reader, that whenever he 
fha]] find two affertions directly contrary 
to each other (and many fuch we do pro- 
mife to produce to him) one of which di- 
rectly tends to take away all religion what- 
ever, and the other as dire@ly to eftablith 
natural religion at leaft, that he will be fo 
kind, fince it is impoffible that my lord 
thould have believed both, te imagine that 
he rather believed the latter ; efpecially as 
this latter, from its contradicting the ap- 
parent purpofe of the authcr, appears to 
have been laft fet down ; and, confequent- 
ly, will have my lord Coke’s fanétion in 
favour of the fuperior authority. 


Lastry, if it fhould ever happen that 
his lordfhip’s fentiments fhould be more 


clearly expreffed in favour of the worfe ° 


than of the better doctrine, we will endea- 
vour all that in us lies ta explain and il- 
luftrate thofe hints; by which, we truft, he 
will always affift a careful and accurate ex- 
aminer in refcuing the. efoteric purity of 

his 
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his doctrines from that lefs amiable -ap- 
pearance in which their exoteric garb re- 
prefents them. 7 ) 


In fhort, we doubt not but to make it 
appear as a fact beyond all conteft, that 
his lordfhip was in jeft through the whole 
work which we have undertaken to exa- 
mine. If an inflamed zealot fhould in his 
warmth compare’ fuch jefting to his in the 
Pfalmift ; or, if a cooler difpofition fhould 
afk, how it was poffible to jeft with mat- 
ters of fuch importance? I confefs I have 
_ no defence againft the accufation, nor can 

ive any fatisfactory anfwer to the quef- 

tion. Tothis, indeed, I could fay, and 
it is all that I could fay, that my lord 
Bolingbroke was a great genius, fent 
into the world for great and aftonith- 
ing purpofes. That the ends, as well 
as means of action in fuch perfonages, 
are above the comprehenfion of the vul- 
gar. That his life was one fcene of the 
wonderful ‘throughout. That, as the 
temporal happinefs, the civil liberties 
and properties of Europe, were the game 
of his earlieft youth, there couldé be no 
{port fo adequate to the éntertainment. 
_of his advanced age, as the eternal and fi-. 
nal happinefs of all mankind. That this 
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is the nobleft confervation of character, 
and might, if perceived in himfelf, poffi- 
bly lead our great genius to fee the Su- 
preme Being in the light of a dramatic 
poet, and that part of his works which 
we inhabit as a drama. ‘* The fenfitive 
© inhabitants of our globe,’ fays lord Bo- 
ligbroke *, *tikethe dramatis perfone, have 
« different characters, and are applied to 
¢ different purpofes of action in every. 
fcene. The feveral parts of the ma- 
terial world, like che machines of a 
theatre, were contrived not for the ac— 
tors, but for the action : and’ the whole 
order and fyftem of the drama would be 
difordered and .fpoiled, if any alteration. 
was made in either. The nature of 
every creature, his manner of being, is: 
adapted to his ftate here, to the place: 
he is to inhabit, and, as we may fay, to 
the part he is te aét.* It hath been, FE 
think, too common with poets to aggran- © 
dize their profeffion with fuch kind of 
fimilies, and I have, fomewhere in an Eng- 
lith dramatic writer, met with one fo. 
nearly tefernbling the above, that his lord. 
fhip og be almoft fufpeéted to have 
read it likewife; but fuch conceits are in- 
confiftent. with any (ever the leaft) pre- 
* Vol. V. p. 377. 
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tence to philofophy. I recolledt, indeed, 
a fingle inftance, in the writings of Jor-. 
‘dano Brune who was burnt at Rome for he- 
crefy, or, # we believe Scioppius, for moft 
horrid blafphemy, the latter end of the 
5th century; and who, from a want of a. 
due correfpondence between the paffive 
powers of matter, and the active power of 
‘God, compares the Supreme Being to a 
fidler, who hath fkill to play, bue cannot 
for want of a fiddle. - This, it muft be 
confeffed, is going fomewhat farther; as. 
much farther, 11 reality, as to defcend from. 
the ftage tothe orcheftra. This ludicrous 
treatment of the Being fo urtiverfally (for 
half a dozen madmen mutt not be allowed: 
to ftrip any opinion of univerfality) ac- 
knowledged to be the canfe of all things, 
whilft ie founds fo itl in the grave voice of 
reafon, very well becomes the lips of adroll: 
for novelty, boldnefs, and even abfurdity,. 
as they all tend to furprize, do often give 
a poignancy to-wit, and ferve to enhance: 
ajeft. This affords a fecond reafon why 
we may fufpeét his lordfhip was noe over 
ferious in the work before us. 


3dly,, That his tordfhip never thought 
proper to revife this performance, is a ve- 
ry fone argument that he could not be 
in 
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in earneft either in believing himfelf in his 
own doctrines, or in endeavouring to im- 
print fuch a belief on others. That he did 
not in fact revife his works is manifeft, 
from the numerous contradiStions that oe- 
cur in them, and thefe often in the fame 
page; fo that, for the moft part, they 
could not efcape the dulleft and blunteft 
degree of penetration: furely we cannot 
impute fuch repeated overfights to one 
who hath fo explicitly afferted, * That to 
be liable to contradiét yourfelf, is to be li- 
able to one of the greateft of human im- 
_perfections! An author, in the firft hurry 
of fetting down his thoughts on a fubject 
which warms him, may poffibly, indeed, 
aflert two opinions not perfectly reconcile- 
able with each other ; nay, there are fome 
writers from whom we can reafonably ex- 
pect no lefs ; fince, as Archbifhop Tillotfon 
obferves, it is hard to contradict truth and 
nature, without contradicting one’s felf. 
But to expunge fuch miftakes is the office 
of revifal and correction ; and therefore, 
a work in which thefe miftakes abound, is 
very juftly called an incorrect perfor- 
mance. As this work therefore doth more 
than any which I ever faw, afford us in- 
ftances of what his.lordthip calls the great- 
a Effays, p. 188. 
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eft human imperfection, charity fhews me. 
no more candid way of accounting for 
them than this which I have mentioned. 


Lastiy, the very form and title, un- 
der which the noble lord hath thought 
proper to introduce his philofophy into 
the world, is a very ftrong evidence of 
the juftice of all the foregoing obfervations. 
We may form, I think, one general pre- 
cept from the trite ftory of Archimedes: 
this is, not to undertake any great work 
without preconcerting fuch means as may 
be adequate to the execution. Now to 
turn the material world topfy-turvy, is a 
project {catce more difficult in appearance, 
than to perform the fame notable exploit 
in the intellectual. And yet Archimedes 
might as judicioufly have fixed his ma- 
chine in vacuo, as his lordfhip hath cho- 
fen to argue againft the beft eftablifhed 
fyftems in the intellectual world, in frag-. 
ments of effays. This method, not to 
mention the indignity it offers to the fub-_ 
ject in difpute, is treating the whole body 
of the learned with more fupercilious dif- 
refpect than nature feems yet to have qua- 
lified any member of that body to exprefs. 
towards the reft of his brethren; and 
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which muft appear to be wonderful, if 
ferious, in one who expfeffes fo modeft an 
opinion of his own critical tatents ; tho’, 
as to his modefty, it muft indeed be con- 
feffed.to be fomewhat feafuned with a due 
mixture of contempt. 


But whatever may leffen the idea of his 
lordfhip’s modefty, there is only one way 
to leffen that of his abfurdity ; this is to 
conclude that he was in jeft: nay there is 
one way to fee this abfurdity in an amiable 
light; for in fucha light wilthe appear, if we 
fuppofe that he puts on the jack-pudding’s 
coat with the noble view of expofing and 
ridiculing thofe pernicious tenets which 
have lately been propagated with a zeal 
more difficult to be accounted for than ics. 
fuccefs. 


Tuart fuch an attempt of expofing any 
popular error would always prove victo- 
rious is, E think, extremely probable. 
My Lord Shaftfbury hath been blamed 
for faying ‘ That ridicule is one of thofe 
“ principal lights or natural mediums by 
* which things are to be viewed, in order 
“to a thorough recognition: for that 
“truth, it is fuppofed, may bear alt 
* lights.. 
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‘ lights*.? Perhaps there may be fome 
juftice in this cenfure, as truth may by 
fuch a trial be fubjected to mifreprefen- 
tation, and become a more eafy prey to 


' the malice of its enemies; @ flagrant in- 


ftance of which we have. in the cafe of 
Socrates. 


But whatever objection there may be 
againft trying truth by ridicule, there can 
be none, I apprehend, of making ufe of 
its affiftance in expelling and banifhing all 
falfhood and impofture, when once fairly 
convicted, out of fociety; and as this 
method is for this purpofe very unexcep- 


tionable, fo is it generally the moft effica- 


cious that can be invented ; as will appear 
by fome examples which will occur in the 
courfe of our comment on his lordfhrp’s 
effays, or fragments cf effays, on which 
we fhall now enter without further preface 


or apology. 


* Effay on the freedom of wit and humonr, 
part J. fed. I. 


SECT. 
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SECT. I. 


A ND here, as a proof that we are as liable 

to be corrupted by our books as by 
our companions, I am in danger of fetting 
out with a contradiction. Nay I muft yee 
‘venture to ‘do this in fome degree with 
my eyes open, and muft Jay my defence 
on.a diftinétion rather too nice, and which 
relies too much on the candour of my 
reader. iw , | 


= 


t- 


Tue truth is, our noble author’s chief 
ftrength lies. in that very circumftance 
which I have before afferted to be of itfelf 
alone a fufficient argument of his weak- 
nefs ; whereas on the contrary his manner 
affords fuch a protection. to his matter, 
that if he had defigned to referve to him- 
felf the fole privilege of anfwering his own 
doétrine, he could not have invented a more 
ingenious or effectual contrivance. It hath 
been alledged as a good reafon for not-an- 
{wering certain books, that one muft be ob- 
liged firft to read them; but furely we 
fhall' find few men fo very charitable, - or 
fo much our friends, to give them order 


and 
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-and method with a view only of compli- 


menting them with an an{wer, 


Pits, hawever: I attempted, tho’ I 
own with no great fuccefs; and that not 
fo much, I apprehend, from want of. fuf- 
ficient matter to make out fuch colourable 


" fyftems as may be expected in fuch a 


writer, as from a certain dark, cautious, 
and loofe manner of expreffing his fenti- 
ments, which muft arife either from a 
writer’s defire of not being very eafily ex- 
plained, or from an incapacity of making 
himfelf very clearly underftood. The dif 
ficulties arifing to the commentator on 
thefe fragments, will appear to be af- 

fignable only to the former caufe: fora 
vety indifferent reader will be feldom at 
a lofs in comprehending his lordfhip in 
his own works ; but to transfer his doctrines 
with their authority (i,e. the ip/e dixit of 
the author) into another work, is often 
very difficult, and without long quota- 
tions, too apt to tire the reader, impoffible. . 
In this light a very fine thought of Mr. 

Pope’s occurs to my memory. 


Tho’ index-Jearning turns no ftudent pale, 
It holds the cel’ of fcience by the tail. 


THE 
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Tue belt. way then of proceeding with 
fo flippery a reafoner; the on way, in- 
deed, in which I fee any poffibility of pro- 
ceeding with him, is firft to lay down 
fome general rules, all of which will here- 
after be proved out of his writings, and — 
then purfuing him chapter by chapter, to 
extract: the feveral proofs, however fcat- 
tered and difperfed, which tend to efta- 
blifh both parts of the contradictions, 
which I fhall now fet down. 


Our noble author fets out in his firft 
fe€tion, with a fly infinuation, that it is 
poffible for the graveft of philofophers on 
the graveft of fubjects, to advance propofi- 
tions in jeft. * It is more probable,” fays 
Lord B , © and it is more candid to 
© believe, that this pmlofopher (Defcartes) © 
‘ was -in earneft, than that he was in jett, 
“*.when he advanced this propofition, * 
concerning the tmmutability and eternity of 
certain matbematical traths. 1 will add, 
that I believe that an idea of fuch jefting 
had never any footing in a human head, 
till it firft found admiffion into that -of 
this noble lord. 


* Effays, page 4. 
In 
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' Jn the fame fection, his lordfhip pro- 
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ceeds thus: ‘ The antients thought matter 
eternal, and affumed that the Demiurgus, 


or Divine Architect, campofed the frame 
of the world with materials which were 
ready prepared, and independently an 
him, in a confufed chaos. Much in the 
fame manner {uch metaphyficians as the 
learned Cudworth have imagined a 
forr of intellectual chaos, a chaos of 
eternal ideas, of incorporeal effences, 
independent on God, felf-exiftent, and 
therefore co-eval with the fupreme be- 
ing, aad therefore anterior to all other 
natures. In this intellectual chaos God 
fees, and man muift endeavour to fee, 
the natures, the real effences of things: 


“ and thus the faundations of morality are 


laid higher than the exiftence of any 
moral agents, before there was any fyftem 
of being from which the obligations to 
it could refult, or to which they could 
be applied: juft as the fame philofo- 
phers {uppofe the incorporeal effences of 
white and black to have exifted when 
there was no fuch thing as colour, and 
thofe of a fquare and circle, when there 
was neither form por figure *.’ 
@ Ibid. page 6. 
6 HERE 
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Herz I am afraid the learned peer hath 
gone no farther for his erudition than the 
firft or fecond pages of Ovid’s Meta- 
morphofis: fcr could he be recalled from 
the dead, contrary to his own dottrine, as 
he hath recalled Defcartes, and were afked 
whom he meant by the antients, he could 
not certainly anfwer in general, the antient 
philofophers, for then the whole tribe of 
atheifts would be ready to teftify againft 
him. If he fhould anfwer, that he meant 
the antient theifts only, and lefs he cannot 
-be fuppofed to mean by thofe who are 
-well-bred enough to fuppofe he meant any 
thing, he will be far from. finding even 
among thefe an univerfal concurrence with 
his opinion.. Thales, the chief of the 
Grecian fages, and who is faid to have 
firft turned his thoughts to phyfiological 
-enquiries, afhirmed the independent pre- 
exiftence of God from all eternity. ‘The 
words of Laertius are remarkable, and I 
will render them with the moft literal ex- 
actnefs in my power. He afferted, fays 
Laertius, ‘ That God was the oldeft of all 
‘ beings, for he exifted without a previous 
© caufe EVEN IN THE WAY OF GENERATION 5 
‘ that the world was the moft beautiful 

) ¢ of 


_ 
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© of all things; for it cas crEATED by 
¢ God, &c.’?* This notion of the creation 
Ariftotle tells us, was agreeabie to the 
concurrent voice of all antiquiry; * Ali,’ 
fays he, ¢ affert the creation of the world , 
‘ but they differ in this, that fome will 
¢ have the world fufceptib'e of diffolution, 
© which others deny.t’ On this occaSon 
Ariftotle names Empedocles and Heracli- 
tus, bur, which is fomewhat remarkable, 
never mentions Thales. The opinion it- 
felf is oppofed by the Stagyrite ; and this 
oppofition he was fozced to maintain, or 
he muft have given up the eternity of the 
world, which he very juftly afferts to be 
inconfiftent- with any idea of its creation. 
But we will difmifs the antients from the 
bar, and fee how his lordfhip will fuppore 
his arraignment of the moderns.:; The 
charge againft them is, that they have 


ho!den certain ideas, or incorporeal ef-' 
fences, to be feif-exiftent. Concerning 


thefe doStrines his lordfhip thus harangues 


* Diog. Laert. hb. i. feet. 35. where I fubmit to 


the learned reader the conftruction he sill obferte | 
J have given to the different import of thofe terms, 


cuyéventor and Worn + the firft of which may be con- 


fidered as a qualified, the latter as an abfolute. 


caufe. , 
+ Ariftot. De ccelo, lib. 3. cap. 10. 
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in the very fame page*, Mr. Lock obferves, 
how impoffible ‘it is for us to conceive 
certain relations, habitudes, and connec- 
tions, vifibly included in fome of our 
ideas, to be feparable from them even 
by infinite power. Let us obferve, on 
this occafion, how impoffible, or, at leat, 
how extremely difficult it is for us to 
feparate the idea of eternity from ccr- 
tain moral and mathematical truths, as 
well as from fuch as are called neceffary, 
and are felf-evident on one hand: and, 
on the other, how impoffible it is to con- 
ceive that truths fhould exift before the 
things to which they are relative; or 
particular natures and effences, before 
the fyftem of univerfal nature, and when 
there. was no being but the_fuper-effen- 
tial Being +.’ 


eaenanenrtannnnrannnena a 


Ir I had any inclination to cavil, I 
might, with truth, affert that no fuch paf- 
fage is to be found in Mr. Lock. His 
words are: ‘In fome of our ideas there 
* are certain relations, habitudes, and con- 
© nections, fo vifibly included in the nature 
© of the ideas themfelves, that we cannot 
* conceive them feparable from them by 
‘© any power whatfoevert.’ It may be an- 
© Effay, p-6. 
; + Effay on Human Underkanding, 1}. 4. cap. 3. 
29. , 
{wered, 
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{wered, perhaps, that che violence is done 
rather to the expreffion, than to the mean- 
ing of this truly great man; but if I 
fhould candidly admit that he feems, from 
the immediate context, to mean no lefs (I 
fay, feems to mean: for, whoever will care- 
fully compare what is faid in another part 
of the fame book *, of the powers of the 
mind in forming the archetypes of its 
complex ideas of mixed modes, may pof- 
fibly think he fees fufficient reafon for re- 
folving what is here affirmed of arbitrary 
(not infinite) power, into the human mind 
only.) I may yet reply, that fach a vio- 
Jence even to the expreffion of fuch a wri- 
ter on fuch a fubject, is by no means void 
of blame, nor even of fufpicion, when it 
is lefe without a reference to conceal iefelf 
in a large folio, where it will not be eafily 
detected by any but thofe who are pretty 
familiarly acquaintcd with the original. 


Bur it is time to clofe this article, which, 

I think, feems to eftablifh contradiction 
the firft: for under what other term fhall 
we range the arguing pro and con in the 
fame breath: for where is the force of: the 
accufation, or, as a lawyer would call it, 
the gift of the indictment againft poor 
Cudworth? Is it not (to ufe my lord’s 

® Lock’s Effay, 1.2 cap. 31. 
M 2 own 
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own phrafe) © the laying the foundations 
‘ of morality higher than the exiftence of 
‘ any moral agents?’ - And what fays my 
lord to enforce the charge? Why, truly, 
he alleges in defence of the accufed, that 
it was impoffible for him to have done 
otherwife, and produces the authority of 
Mr. Locke to confirm this impoflibility. 


Tue generofity of this fudden tranfi- 
tion from accufer to advocate would con- 
vince all men on which fide his lordthip 
had here delivered his real fentiments, 
was it not fomewhat controled by. his hav- 
ing concealed from his readers, that. the 
philofopher a little afterwards, in the fame 
book * hath endeavoured to prove, and, I 
think, actually hath proved, that there is 
no abfurdity in what my lord Bolingbroke 
objects, provided the doctrine be rightly 
underftood, fo as not to eftablifh. innate 
principles. That the actual exiftence of 
the fubjects of tnathematical or moral ideas _ 
is not in the leaft neceffary to give us a 
fufficient evidence of the neceffity of thofe 
ideas ; and that, in the difputes of the ma- 
‘thematician as well as of the moralift,. the 
exiftence of the fubject-matter, is: rarely 
called in queftion; nor is it more necef- 
fary to their demonftrations and. conclue 

* Lib. 4. cap. g. 
So fions, 


@ 


( 245 ] 

ions, than it would be to prove the truth 
of Tully’s Offices, to fhew that there was 
fome man who lived up to that idea of 
perfect goodnefs, of which Tully hath 
given us a pattern. There is fomewhat 
very myfterious in all this; bute we have 
not promifed to explain_contradictions far- 
ther than by fhewing to which fide his 
lordfhip’s authority feems to incline, And 
furely it is better to decide in favour of 
poffibility, and to lay the foundations of 


morality too high, than to give it no foun- 
dation at all. 


Defunt cetera, 
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